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| The Nature of 'our Souls. The Eternal State 
they are deſign'd for. The Means God hath 
made uſe of, to fit ew for Everlaſting Bliſs. 
All theſe eans ineffetual without Conſidee 
ration: 


7 Hat we-are defign' d for 
7 Nobler Employments, 
than Eating,and Drink- 
ing, aud Sleeping, and 
Playing, and following 
our Trades and Buſt- 
nefſes in this world, (a 
| happineſs which Beaſts 
#rrive to as well as = the great Souls we 
carry 


_ by 


» % 


(2) 

. carry 1n our Breaſts, do evidently demon- 

| ſtrate. Theſe being capable of knowing God, 

of delighting in hich, and conyerfing with ' 
Hin! for ever, we may rationally ſuppoſe, That 
thoſe, who ſuffer the Profits and Pleaſures of 
this preſent World, to efgrols their Aﬀections, 
go aſtray, and erx. from the great End of their 


reatIon. Lhe 0 4 
 Whilethe Atheiſt laughs at the Immortality 
of his Soul,and the Protani ſells his better part 
to the Devil, the Religious, who will prove 
the onely wiſe Man inthe end, and who hath 
none of thoſe clouds and miſts, the other are 
troubled with, before his eyes, ſees clearly 
what a Treaſure the bountiful . hand of Heas, 
ven hath beltow'd' on him, in ſhedding fo ex 
cellent, ſo Angelical a Being into his Body : a 
Soul thatcan build its Neſt among the. Starsof 
Heaven, walk through yonder Manſtons, and 
talteof the Rivers which make glad the City 
of God; a Soul which can wing it ſelf into the 
clouds, and ſurvey the Crowns ind Sceptres 
laid'up for thoſe that dare deſpiſe the World, 
and havetheir converſation in Heaveriz a Soul 
which can enjoy a Paradiſe, while tte Body is 
19 trouble; and rejoyce-in him, who is All in 
All; while the fierce Winds are whiſtling about 
herears.. - LT £: 
The vaſt reach- of theſe Souls, we have, 
their firnels-to recerve Divine — 
ho . tacnrr 


= » 7” I Des) 


(3) 
their ſtrong defires aftef Immortality, their (e- 
cret atings without the help of a Body, their 
hopes of Heaven, their fears of Hell, al! pro 
claim, the certainty ofan eternal ſtate or cons 
dition they areimntended for.” 

This eternal ſtate imprinted on our Natures, 
diſcover'd to the Gertiler, proclaim'd by the 
Son of God, preach'd by Atgels, confirm'd by ' 
Apoſtles, reveal'd to Chriſtians, behev'd in the 
World, as it relates either to Bliſs or Miſery, to 
Joy or Totment, to Honour or Diſhonour 5 
{o how to enjoy the one; and avoid the other, 
muſt, in all probability, be the great obje&t 
which God deſign'd Mens Souls ſhould: be 
chiefly employ'd about. 

_ For as there"cannot be a thing of greater 
moment than Etermity 3 ſo he muſt be a 'Sot, 
or a Beaſt, that can imagine; that God, who 
ever intends the nobleſt Creatures for the 
nobleſt Ends, will give men leave to bake 
themfelvesabout clini of ſtraws, and plea- 
ſing a few ſenſual Luſts, when he hath given 
them Souls capable, not onely of labouring 
and ſeeking atter, but obtaining a Kitigdom 


which fades not away ; and when we iweat, 


anStoil, and labour, to make proviſion for 


twenty, thirty; fourty years, what do we'do; 


but proclaim” our obligation to be infinitely 
more concernd, how to provide for that fare; 
which muſt never havean ered ? 

B 2 | And 


(4) 
 Andas it was the goodneſs and wiſdom of . 
God, to make us: capable of an everlaſting 
duration ; ſo we ſhoyld be injurious to both 
if we did not ſuppoſe, tharGod bath-order'd 
and appointed means, whereby it's poſhible 
to ſaveour ſelves from the wrath to come. - 

- He that takes a view of God's proceedings 
and dealings with. Men, ever fince - the Crea; 
tion of the World, :cannot but ſtand amaz'd 
at the coſt, and labour, and pains, and means, 
and motives, and. arguments, God hath us'd 
to- make men ſenſible of their everlaſting in- 
tereſt, and to engage them to a ſerious prepa- 
ration for that world they muſt live for 
EVET IN. 

This ſerious preparation muſt neceſſarily be 
a holy, blameleſs, ſpotleſs life 3. for the means | 
mult ever be ſutable and agreeable to the na- 
tuxe- of the end., And Heaven being a holy 
place, perfect holineſs reigning there, it's not 
to be 1tmagin'd, how verfeGion of holineſs can 
be cnter'd upon, without a conſiderable pro- 
$70 in holineſs here, no man reaching the 
ighe(t ſtep of a Ladder without the lower- 
moſt ; and one might as well. flatter himſelf, 
that his Trade by ſuch atime will _ higa 1n 
. Ten thouſand pounds, when he1s ſo far irom 
minding his Trade, that he contrives only how 
torun with others into exceſs of Riot. | 


And. indeed to plant this holineſs in Men, 
the 


(5) 
the means have been ſo various, ſo numerous, 
ſo potent befoge the Law, under the Law, and 
under the Goſpel], that one' may juſtly admire, 
the whole World doth not ſtand candidate 
for Heaven, and all the Inhabitants of the 
Earth do not take the Kingdom of God by 
violence. 

\. Before the Law, the continual pleadings of 
the long-liv'd Patriarchs with finful men, to 
improve the light of Nature, that Primar of 


Divinity, the many Viſions, Revelations , 
Dreams, Signs, Wonders, Voices from Hea- 
ven, the Miniſtery of Angels, God's Patience, 


Forbearance, Long-ſuffering, and ſometimes 


Exemplary Juſtice, the Examples of holy 


Men, God's love to thoſe that honour'd him, 
and the ſignal bleſſings he beſtow'd on thoſe 
that Pry, their higheſt and chiefeſt good 3 
what were all theſe but ſo many calls and en- 


treaties, that men would by holineſs prepare 


for a future happinels ? 

Under the Law, God was fo far from being 
weary of uſing means, and taking pains with 
Men in order to this end, that he ſeem'd to 
have reſerv'd thoſe Ages for larger and fuller, 
Demonſtrations ofhis Power and Munificencez 
and if the people of Lyſtra had any ground 


- for their exclamation, the Jews had far greater 
reaſon, to cry out, That God was 
- come down to themin the likeneſs of As 14. tt, 
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mew. For while-other Countreys were left in 
darkriels, and, hke Moles, falfar'd towander 
in the ſhadow and valley of death, they, as 
if they had been made of purer Clay, feem'd 
to bethe Darlings of Pravidence, and the Fas 
vourites of Heaven. ' Heaven bow'd ta them, 
and under its proteQion they went, - as under 
a Canopy of State, and might, with greater 
reaſon than the Sultan, have challeng d that | 
lofty Title, The ſhadow of God; and with 
that Perfar Emperor, ſtiled themſelves, Kinſ- 
men of the Stars. Their eyes ſaw Miracles al- 
moſt eyery day; and with their daily Bread, 
my recerv'd daily Prodigies; and in the 
midſt of their Rebellien, God, like the Sun, 
when ſmiling thraugh a Cloud, fhew'd them 
a merciful Face; not that he approv'd of their 
Impiety,but becauſe by theſe Beams he wauld 
warm their hearts mto obedience. Ther Bleſ- 
fings:came downnpenthem, not in drops, but 
in ſhowers; and their Proſperity, like the 
” Cittharnon-Tree, was ſo flagrant, that ſtrangers 
might ſmell it a great way off, before *hey 
ſaw it. The Watersof Lite were continually 
flowing into their boſomesz and though God 
now and then frown'd upon them, ( what Fa- 
ther: would not' ſometimes chide his Son? ) 
yet hisIndignation, which, like Flints, ſent out 
Fire, upon their penitential Tears, ſtraight- 
way return'd to jts fortner coldnefs. The 
| EO | Rocks 
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Rocks poured them out Rivers of Oyl, they 
waſh'd their feetin Butter.z and 
one might ſay of their Land, as * En. Sylvius, 
he * of the Ifle of Rhodes, They 
were bleſs d with a continual Sunſhine. Then 
Prophets, what mighty, what powerful Men 
were they 2 Men that, like Lamps, confum'd 
their own Oyl, to light "their Auditors to -- 
Heaven; or like Silk-worms, ſpun out-their 
own Bowels, to deck their Hearers with Gar- 
ments of Righteouſneſs, Where Words could 
not prevail, Tears were the means to fupple 
and affe&t them; and, it ſeems, 
* There is not ſtronger Rhetorick in. * Philo, - | 
the World than theſe ; Here one 
Prophet fpoke like an Orator, there another 
like a Logiciar. Here one endeavour'd by 
Eloquence to charm them, there another by 
clear Reaſon to convince them. Hete one 
threaten'd, there another promis'd. Here one 
wooed, there another thundred. Here one came 
-with a Sceptre of Love, there another with a 
Trumpet of War. Here one offer'd his hand to 
ſave them, there another z2ade bare his arm of 
revexge. Hereoneoffer'd an Ark to thoſe that 


defired mercy, there another rain'd down 


floods of Curies todrown the obſtinate. Here 
.one repreſented God with his Sword 
drawn, 4 ſmoke going #p out of his Pal. 18.8. 
noſtrils, and devouring fire out of his 
| B 4 month ; 
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aonth; there another follow'd ſinners to the 


yery gates of Hell, with offers of mercy in his 
band; and while Vengeance was knocking at 
the door, and the Sword was at their hearts, 
call'd to-them, Tire ye, turn ye, why will ye die? 
And what was all this, but'to lay invincible 
obligations on Men to Reform, and by Re- 
formation of their-Lives, to arrive at laſt at 
thatHarbour of Bliſs and Immortality, which 
the great Preſerverof Men hath prepar'd for 
thoſe that fear him. Wars: 

- - Under the Goſpel, as if beyond this there 
were no other remedy to engage men to ho- 
linefs, the Son of Gad himſelf comes down 
from Heaven, and turns Preacher. He, that 
commands all the Powers of Light and Dark- 
neſs, appears in a Pulpit. He by whom the 


Worlds were made, leaves the brightneſs of - 


his Father's glory, to tell Men, what a Monſter 
Sin1s, how odious, how loathſome 1n the eyes 
of God 3 how lovely, howamiable, how beau- 
tiful the ways of God are: confirms the fay- 
ings of all the Prophets of old, afſures Men, 
'(andcertainly he could not tell a lie) that all 
thoſe Meſtengers of old were in the right, 
when they profefs'd, That iniquity would be 
Mens rune, and that at yonder gate no un- 
clean thing ſhould enter, -and that God muſt 
be preferr'd before all the Riches, Honours, 
and Pleaſures of this World; a favour for 
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which we want expreſſion, and which: we 
muſt draw a vail over, as T:mantes the: Pain» 
ter did over the face of Iphigenia's Father, be» 
cauſe we cannot reach it-with our colours. 
Ifa King ſhould ſend a Meſſenger with a Pars: 
don to a MalefaCtor that's ready to be turn'd- 
off the Ladder, thereis no man, but a ſtranger 
to pity and compaſſion, but would ſpeakrin 
commendation of the Royal Mercy but 
ſhould the King himſelf approach the place of 
Execution, and abſolve him, it's like the un- 
expected bounty would caſt the MalefaQor in- 
to aſwoon. And then, when the great God 
of Heaven and Earth made his favour exſta- 


ical, went out of the common road of mer- 


cy, ſtept beyond all precedents and examples, - 
increas'd his kindneſs into perte& miracles, 
miracles which the Ages before cannot pa- 


rallel, and the Son of God made his way 


through all the Clouds of Heaven, to tell Men 
how God long 'd for their ſociety and happt- : 
neſs, we cannot ſuppoſe a poſlibility of great- | 
er condeſcention. And that which ſhill in- 
creaſesthe Wonder, this Son of God entreats, 
wooes, and beſeeches Men to bethink them- 
ſelves, and dreſs up their Souls for the next 
Worlds glory. He that might have come ( as 


-one day molt certainly he will ) with flames 


of fire, and taken vengeance on the obſhinate, 


| . and terrified and ſtartled them into ſeriou(- 


nels, 


. 
nels, and-might, without a Metaphor, as it is 
Pſal. 45.3- girded his Sword upon his thigh, 
and look'd (tern on the Rebels, that would 
not have him reign over them, and frown'd 
them inte He}..[T hat: this Son of God, this 
Sovereign Prince, whom all the Elements 
ſerve, at whoſe command the Waters drown, 
and the Fire burns, and the Earth ſwallows 
up, that he ſhould 'come, and::draw near the 
ity, and in: ficad of conſuming, weep over 
2, as if be meant to quench the fire of God's 
andignation againſt it; and inſtead of dooming 
at Qutright to cternal vengeance, wiſh, O that 
abox hadſt known in this thy day, what belongs 
avxto thy peace? Call like a tender compatho- 
pate Father, . How often would I have gather d 
gyoir, .as a Hen doth gather her Chickens under 
ber wings, and ye would n29t! That he ſhould 
bear affronts, -and in the midſt of thoſe inju- 
ates, entreat Men to be reconcil'd to him, and 
ſeek for a Pardon! That he ſhould conjure 
| Mankind by Tears, and Wounds, and his 
-own Blood, by thoſe'very Tormentsand Ago- 
nics he endured for them, to have mercy on 
-themſclves, to takea view ofthe burning Lake 
beneath, and run away, to look upon the joys 
above, andbe raviſh'd with the fight! That 
heſhould court them by the ſweeteſt invita- 
tions, and the kindelſt calls; by the greateſt 
ofters, and the {ofteſt promiſes 3 promiſes 'of 

afliſtance, 
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aſliſtance, and of his holy Spirit, of peace and 
Joy inthe holy Ghoſt ; and ſeal his ſtrong des 
fires and longings after their holineſs with his 
own death; and after his death, being riſen 
again, {end Apoſtles, and whole Armies of 
Caonteffors and Martyrs, to eſtabliſh thoſe de- 
fires, ordain a Function of Men, that might 
preach thoſe Deſires in Mens ears to the 
Worlds end;;4his indeed is a condeſcenſion, 
which the great miniltring Spirits in Heayen 
ſtand amaz'dat, and may juſtly be look'd up- 
on to. be one of thoſe things, #he 4rgels depre 
tp pry into. _. 

By ſuch aſtoniſhing means hath the great 
immortal God endeavour'd -to effe&t that 
Holineſs in men, that Seriouſneſs, that Piety, 
that Heavenly-mindedneſs, which he hath 
appointed to be the only way to endleſs bliſs. 
Clorious means indeed! But then they are 
no_ more but Pearls thrown befoxe Swine, 
where Men confider not how far they are 
concern'd in the heavenly Call, and what can 
be the meaning of all theſe arts and ſtrata- 
gems of Divine compaſſion, and what ſhould 
makeGod thusfollicitous and careful to pro- 
cure Man's happineſs, and how dreadful it 
muſt be to neglect fo great a ſalvation. To lay 
all this labour, and induſtry, and indefatigable 
pains of God before their eyes., when they 
will pot fix their contemplations on the Re- 

if, medics 


"Ong 
medies intended for their recovery : what i5 
it, but to. make a learned Oration to a flack 
of Sheep, to talk to a blind Man of Colours, 


to diſcourſe Mathematicks to' one 11a Feas 


ver, and to prepare Eliztrs and Cordials for 
Men depriv'd of life and ſenfe > Without Con- 
fideration, we havelittle but ſhape and ſpeech 
Jeft us, to diſtinguiſh us from Beaſts 3- ' and 
God clearly loſes the virtue of his Exhorta- 
tons and Entreaties, except Conſideration 
fers them home, digeſts and: applies them to 
he Soul, and the inward thoughts, like Sun- 
beams in a Burning-glaſs, unite and continue 
'fo long upon theſe ſpiritual objects, till they 
ft the heart on fire. | 


— 
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CHAP. II. 


Conſideration no tranſitory view of ſpiritual 
things, imports laying the heart and mind cloſe 
wnto ſpiritual Concerns: reſembles miagnifying 
Glaſſes, which diſcovers things imperceptible 
by the naked eye. The great Ingredients of it, 
Self-Examination, Expoſinlation, and ſtrong 
Reſolution. 


OW Conſideration, Thinking, Ponder- 
F ing, Meditation, Contemplation do dif- 
fer, is not material to enquire, Conſideration 
| includes 
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includes all theſe, and is nothing, but exers 
cifing and improving that. rational Faculty, 
the great Architect hath beſtowed. on us, ta 
theglory of Gad, and the fclicity, of our im- 
mortal Souls,, The character St. Bernard gives 
of it,, may help to, illuſtrate this deſctiption's 
iſtinguiſhes, faith he, things confus d, colle- 
h ſuch as lie diſpers d, ſearches and droves ins 
to ſuch as are conceal'd and hid, examines pro- 
bahilities, reflects upon what is done, reſolves 
what to do, and x4" towards the mark, for 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 

eſus. Es 
Tee School-men are in the right, when they 
call it, Employing the whole underſtanding about 


a thing 3, for indeed, a flaſh of Thinking is ,no 
more Conſideration, than a few wandring 
{ſparks can be {aid .to warm a ſpacious Room: 


and as in cold weather men do not get them- 
ſelves 4 heat by a ſtep or two, but by ſuch ex- 


erciſes as put the body into a violent motion 5 


ſo neither will a careleſs thought now and 


then, heat the heart within, but Confidera- 


tion, which puts .the Soul into a ſtrorig and 


vigorous motion or agtaron, Þ tj which 
muſt kindle the holy fire, and (hed life into 


all the faculties of the inwar Man: | 
- - Not to mention here, that the word was 


originally us'd to expreſs the induftry.of 
Aſtronomers, who, by diligent contemplation, 


and 


3 * 
a 


Ch) 
ind obſervation of the Stars, their Motion] * 
Poſition, Conjun@ion, Influences, e#c. gave W 
a jpidgrment'of the ſeveral Phenomena, or aps yh 
pearances they met withall, from whence A Y 
wasafterwards applied to Men, who fetioully 
and attentively ponder 'things of moment, - 

. whether Civil or Sacred; -The A 

—_— I mou expreſſes it, by] _ 
Hagg. 1. 5,7. ' £798 Onur Pearts cloſe to our 

\ gd - ways, as if it were with Con- 
Hderation, as it is with Mens liſtening to. a] * 
confus'd noiſe, and laying their ears ctoke*to $ 
| 

r 

N 


a. 


a Wall,. with deſign to get a .more diſtin& 
knowledge of it. $4-Þ 
' And indeed, without Confideration, Eter- 
nalLife, atid our Duties, in order to'it, appear 
No" very great attraftives, Conſideration 
cleats up thoſe Notions, difpels' the Cfouds 
and Miſts that dwell upon out Reaſon, wipes 
away the Duſt, 'diſcovers tion "WV; las, 
and makes even ſuch things as were Y ls 
Ahd obvious: before, look with a new face, 
they being found, upon Confideration, things 
'of greater conſequence, of _ greater cortifort, 
'of greater neceſſity , of greater virtue and 
_— » than before they were believed 
he” ER. i 
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Microſcopes and Magnifying Glaſſes 3 what 
'contemptible” Creatures do ſome little Ani- 
mals; 


D 


ave 


ar 


dy 


nr, 
wh. 


| thtough Dioptrical Glaſles, w 
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vor; mals. and ſmaller forts of- Plants appear 


while beheld withour naked eye, but view Tew's 
. curious Fas | 
1 bricks do we ſpy & How inconſiderablean In- 
ſeit is a Flie? How deſpicable a Creature s a 
Mite? Yet he that - h: ſuch. Glaſſes be-. 
holds in them all the., per We of the. largelt 
Animals, the multiplicity of £ their parts, the 
variety of their motions, and,,bow curi 
every limb is wrought, : how Mathematically 
3ll theirlittle Members areframed and ſet te» 
her; canhot but, like the great 1 als 
hyfician, wondex at the ſpectays.,, Goler. 
cle; and break forth, unto; adm... 
ration of the xamenſe Wildom of thein 
Maker: , 

-Ganfideration: is chat Ghabs, - which re 
(ents (piritual objedts n \9thex galpury chan 
before:;wete vbſerv'd. and Ie in; themy 
Sin, that look'd þut.,with a-fainq red. befo 
thraugh: this ' Glaſs: appears, all. Scarlet 5 
Crimfow. Good!) Laws,  which.; before were 
hardly regarded. fo much as humage Injun&i- 
ons; through 'this -G Glaſs, appear. ſo beautiful, 
ſo xational, ſo wile, ſowon erful, {o. ſuited to. 
an-intelligent Nature, that a Man with David 
cannot hold, but muſt cry out, . O how I love 
thy Law, it is my meditation all the day... The, 
New Jeruſalem, which look'd but. like an or- 


dinaty Building before, when view'd through 
this 


(16) 
this Glas; the Towers and Bulwarks of it a 
ſeen glittering afar off the Pearls and precious 
Stones, it's pav'd withall, ſhine with moretharj 
ordinary luſtre; and that which look'd but 
dull and weak before; now dazles the Spe- 
fators eyes with its oriental brightneſs. 

But this will further appear, if we enquire 
mto the eſlential parts, or neceſſary ingredi 
ents of theſe ſpiritual Opticks. Conſideration, 
as it 1s the Sun that enlightens this Microcoſm, 
Man, and irradiatesthe benighted faculties of 
the Soul, ſo that it may have this virtue 
there is required ( and it cannot be Confide-y 
ration withoutit) Self-Exatnination, Expoltu= 
fation, ahd ſtrong Reſolutiofi. | | 

E Sel/f-Examination. That man, who ex< 
imines not his ſpiritual eſtate or condition, 
whether he is that ſinner that ſhalt be ever-] 
Lſtingly miſerable? whether the threatnings| 
of the Goſpel coticerh him? whether he finds} * 
boſe qualifications in himſelf, which the-Son'f -' 
of God requires of all that ſhall be Heirs-of 
gory? by er he feels thoſe things in his 

ul, which men that have a Title to they . 
great Inheritance are ſcnſible-of? and whether} ' 
he walks mjthat ſtrait way;and {trives to en-J . 
ter in at that-/narrow gate; the Holy Ghoſt" 
doth ſpeak of? HF q-. 

He that with Gao cares for none of theſe 
things, is fo far from conſidering, that he doth |. 
I9T = 
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a not believethe immortality of his Soul, or an- 

{ other World. .For were his heart ſeaſon'd 
| with a ſound belicf of that future ſtate, he 
1280 could not but enter into his Cloſet, and re- 
4 flet. Inthis Bible, in this Book, which Ido 
{ believe.contaipsthe. Oracles of God, and his 
emptory Will, concerning the ſalvation of 
4i4 men, I find ſtubborn, careleſs, unconverted 
lipners adjugdg'd to eternal torments ; I find 
God prateſt, be will know. none in the laſt 
| day, ſo as to.ſhew them favour, but ſach as 
14 dare. deny, themſelyes for Heaven, and hear- 
&þ tlyendeayour:to do the Will of their Father, 
of *'which is” m Heayen; I. find God ſwear, that - 
men who ptefer their. Farms, and Oxen, and 
| ſecular Concerns, before his. Injun&ions and 
1. | Commands, ſhall never taſte of the great Sup- 
.24 per of the. Lamb. TIE 
«| :- Aml one of theſe ſtubborn, unconverted, 

careleſs men, 'qr no? Why ſhould I be afraid 
{ to ask ſych. a queſtion, when there is no leſs 
v4 :than Eternity -1n the caſe? . .If | am none of 
{this number, What means. the . 
| -bleating of Sheep, and the low- 05S 

4 ing of Oxen in mine ears} What means my 
1 carthly-mindedne(s? .What, means my living 
| © in wilful contempt of ſo.many commands of 
| - the Son of God? I take no painsto be ſay'd ; 
4 - ſome little formalities and complements of 
. Religion ſerve my turn, and fatiche my Cone 
"#8 | C ſcience, 


«ay 
7 rel utoff thegreat God of Heaven 

ith the Worlds leavitigs, and throw hint a 
dull Keartlels pr prayer at nig ht, when I have 


been wallowi! in (in all FR Tai for no de- | 


vociorr that's either Ex Clive or 'troubleſdrhe 
to fleſh and blond, and fich eacillations as 
do not tnoleſt tie in ay pleaſiires, and as thy 
fleſh can eafily {| pare,” without any' detrirfient 
in its Gariiog, Tam williry to lay upon 
God's Althr.'T eellittle br no forrow for fin, 
no rethorſe, no cpimpunttions, whett I offend 
a gracious God, ' Atemporaladvintige affe@ts 
dtevives'nie rote, thin all the joys oPHa- 
ve 1f1 db fornctinies' reſolve, to keavecither 
mT er Vices, or my more ſecret ihiqut- 
is, HExr cont party: or divertiſemetit takes 
me TE apain's is I'make'no more '6f bfreale- 
in olemn oe iſes of better 'obedixence, 
chan FG, God w Elbe ſtock br ſtvhe, "that 
tak es no notice of 4ffronts' and/injtfies. Set 
deniall am fo great aſtranger to, that I know 
'not what it means. The j Braces 'and fruits '6f 
God's Spirit, Love, . Joy, Peace,” 'Go6diieh, 
[E aith, Temperajice Mieckneſs) Part etice, 'Lotlg- 
inp, havtefo hi of 'my deſites and At- 
Bai ws, that'T tHink"jt but time'ftid' labour 
"Joſt to Berkink _ ſelf how to'be Maſter 6f 
afy of them. {ti6uld'T flatter and 'de- 
ceive my felf? (#2 Ttobld 1 (Goth my (elf 
"into Kid thonghts' % ty condition, tha 1s 
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fo apparemdy.dangerous > 'Thus it is with me, 
why ſhould 4 deny at > Why ſhould I call 
light darknefs, and darknel6 light ; pur bitter 


_ forſiveet, and ſfiweet for bitter > Whom dol 


cheat all this while, is it not my own Soul? 
and what:ſhall1.gain /by « anthe end? Shall 
I:think my. felt ſufficiently holy, when 1 am 
ſolittle acquainted with the firſt rudiments 
of Haline(s?: Shall !] think my ſelf a Child of 
God,: when ithat. which 1 do is firter-for a 
Child of che Dewi], than a:Favouriteof Hea- 
ven? Repentance, or turning/to God, which 
the choly/Qhoſt doth fo often, and with that 
vyehemence, andearneſtineſs inculcate, implies 
an.untverſal:change of my diſpoſition and in- 
clinations, :And where is that alteration, that 
renavationof the Mind, Will, and Aﬀections? 
My Afﬀethons are carried/out after frothand 
ſmoke as muchas (ever. My Love is ſet on 
trities, and 4s» regardleſs of :the higheſt and 
chiefelt goad;as much as ever.” Thate ſerioul- 
neſs, aidelightio childiſh impertinent Gaye- 
ties-.as much as :ever. The promiſes of the 
Goſpel /are as inconſiderablein my eyes, and 
the riches of this Workd as glorious and ra» 


viſhing-as- everz and I can diſpenſe with the 
wait: of! ſpwitual confolatians, while. I have 
butmy ſharein theſe outward comforts. 'My 
$eet: run-in. the ways of deſtruttion, and my 
eEyesave dazled. with —— pomp and yo 

. Eur 
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deur as much. as ever. An amorous'Song is 
more pleaſing to:me, than/the: moſt! harmonis 
_ ous Pfalm. The Word of God is but a dead 
Letter to me, while a Romance,:or a Book 
that treats of Folly and Vanity, tranſports me 
into more than-ordmary content!/and ſatis» 
faction: . And what [muſt eat,. and what I maſt | 
drink., and wherewithall I ſhall be clothed? axe 
ueſtions I havea far greater deſire to be re» 
{ved in, than to know, what I muſt do to 
pleaſe God, and to;be:.happy forever. If I 
have made light.of the Thunders and Threat- 
ningsot Scripture; I do ſo {tilE' May be when 
God: ſmites me, Iſeck him, and return, and en-: 
quire. early after: God , and:;remember that 
God 1s my Rock, and the high . God my 
Redeemer; but the Rod 1s no ſooner offmy 
back; but I return. with the Swine to the 
mire, and with the Dog to the vomit 3 which 
ſhews, that in my affliction-I: do but flatter 
God: with my mouth, and Jlieunto him with. 
my tongue, that my heart. 1s not-right with 
him;-and that I am not ſtedfaſt 1fh:-his -Coves 
nant.:* My outward min, may be; hath ſome 
{pritklings of picty, but how. foul, how for- 
did/is my Soul 2 How little do {ſtrive to;/be 
rid of vain, unclean, and luſtful thoughts? . 
Howeafily do I yield unto a pleaſing tempta- 
tion? The Devil need take no 'great pains to 
&duce-me, . for if he do but becken, I _ 
T haſte 


(a1) 


haſte and rem; How lothamT to reſiſt an evil 


motion? how loth to conquer? . how loth to = 


break my league with Hell-2 What an aver- 
fion: have: I from the ſeverer duties of 'Reli- 
10n? how.ſoon am | weary of pious exer- 


_ ciſes? Idonot abate one Juſt, not one plea- 


ſure for Heavens fake. If I know that eating 
a plentiful dinner on Swrdays will make me 
{ſleep at Church, I have.no courage to forbear 
ſo much. as'a meal for God. What did I ever. 
do ,'that:look'd like':ſeeking a,; heavenly 


Countrey ? Tread of good examples, but they 


moveme not; I fee how ctrcumſpectly other 
men walk,and yet I feel no fire. When I am 
call'd upon by mine -own conſcienceto- looſe 
no more time, I ſtifle thoſe checks. . God's Spi- 

Titi many-/times prompts me to that which is 
good, but/Irun away from him. I ſce'the va; 
nity 'of: this: world, and yet I dote bn 1t; I 
am diſappointed. in my expectations, of carth- 
ly fehicity, and yet this: .doth not drive me to 
Heaven: to:ſeek/a better. -I have a Soul de- 
ſ{cended- from above., a: Soul that can ſoar 
above ſenſe, and fleſh; -a Soul capable of the 
nobleſt operations, fitted for the greateſt and 
molt ſpiritual employments; bur I ler that: 
mighty: zte/e&ual fire go out; I luffer that 
light to:be.clouded-and .darken'd by follow- 
ing the dictates of a; ſenſual appetite; I take 


no care'toſubdue my unruly paſſions 3 Good 
n) ; C 3 Lord ! 


(23) 
Lord! how do they tranſport: me upon _all 
occaſions! If this: be not to: diſkohour God, 
to deſpiſe him, tomotk his threatriings, toun- 


dervalue his promiſes, to labour - after my | 


rune, to ſlight the offers of grace-and mercy, 
I underftand: nothing-: O Hreadful! that a 
Creatureas Iam, ſhould have a Soul to look 
after, and mind: ir\no more}. at everlaſting 


Empire to gain, andimake 10. more thatter of | 


It } endlefs torments to ſhun, and be no:more 
aftaidt- eternal -' wtdthy "and - mdipnation to 
avoid, and be no more.concern'd | Rivers of 
joy to nherit, andſpeak and think of it fo 
little! My Confſcience'blufhes at :my': wiltul+ 


neſs, anttyer I walk in the hight of 'mine own |. 


fire, and in the ſparks'that I . have! kindled: 
And. frtaſt Tperiſh thus tamely! muſt;Þbe loſt 
after all the intreaties of my Maker! muit 
butward darkneſs be my habitation;:;and the 
bottonileſ(s gulph my dwelling-place { Tell 


fot me, vain heart, that I am ſafe enough 


Cin I be fafe without 'the' favour: of God ? 
Can [ 'be/happy without: having . my name 
wrticten 'ifithe Book of life? What. do1-do? 
If1 have preferr'd my-ſecular Intereſt [before 
God's Honour and Glory, 1do:fo:{titi If 1 
have feared Men more than God,.:Ido'fo fill; 
If Thave:been lothto do:ppod with the Tem- 
poral blalitgs God hath conferrid upor'me, 
6. Eca 
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becauſe. I haveno inclination to them, or be- 
cauſe I am afraid they'll ſpoil and blemiſh my. 
; ation inthe World, than becauſe I love 
that God who made me, and hath obliged me 
by a thouſand favours to eltcem and prize 
tum above all. And is this the Caat' of: the 
Sons of God? Is this the Livery ofa Chriſtian 
indeed? I this done like a man thatlivesup- 
- on God's Bounty, is fed by his Charity, ſup- 
ported by his Alms, and maintaind fram his 
Store-houſe, and cannot fubfilt one moment 
without his Concourſe, and hath not a better 
Friend inall the World than him, who. is the 
Fountain of living Waters 2: Canfideration, 
|- one great Jeflencic being to know hoy the 
caſe ſtands betweenGod and our own Souls, 
ſuch a Self-examination muſt of neceflity be 
the Corner-ſtone of this Spiritual Building, 
and comparing our Lives -with the 'Rules of 
the Goſpel, and the proper Charactersof ſuch 
as are in a likely-way to enjoy God for ever, . - 
may juſtly challenge the firſt Seat in this in- 
telleual Paradiſe. But then as building of a 
ſtately Gate, without a Houſe anſwerable to 
it, doth but expoſe the Builder to derifion and 
contempt; 1ſo Selt-Examination, without a 
ſerious Expoſtulation with our own hearts, 18 
but' to make the Accuſer of our Brethren laugh 
at our vain attempts, and God ſcorn the en- 

C 4 deavour, 
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' Geavour;thit could becruſt'din the Bud, and; | 


tired before halt its Race is run. : *.. -- - 
II. Expoſtulation rouzes the Soul from her 


Slumber, and drives it away. from the: ſoft: 


Doun * it: would have reſted and 'd 1t 
{lf upon, and gives the firſt blow (tor. Self- 
Examination only threatens it ) to that Tree 
of death, I mean, to the reigning power of 
Sin ; and Iſee nothow Sin can Heſter it ſelf 
any longer, or' what: excuſes it can make for 
its ſtay-and contihuance, where the Soul doth 
iummon it'to appear before the Bar of Con- 
ſcience, -and--enters into ſuch reafonings and 
Interrogations as thele : Are theſe things fo, 
and do I ſtand:trifling with my falvation 2 Do 
I rut the hazard of: everlaſting flames, and do 
I be playing in the Suburbs of deſtruction ? 
Either 1 believe an Eternity of Torments, that: 
ſhall attend accarelefs finful lite, or Ida not: 
It not, why dare not I profeſs my denial? 
why do I play the hypocrite, and make the 
World think 1. do:-believe it ? What's the rea- 
ſon that I cannotſhake off the-fears of it, if I 
would never ſo fam? Why does: ſomethi 

within me check me, when I would be {6 
profane as to denyit > Can Tever be ſerious, 
and not beheve 1t ? -But thenif I believe uw, 
what a mad. man am I to lojter, when the 
Candle-I am allow'd to work by is almoſt 
| burnt 
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| burnt ou, and. 'khow not how ſoon it may 


pleaſe my "__ Maſter to extinguiſh it ? Do 

| life which is the readieſtway to eter- 
hal Vengeance, and: ſhall I not'ſtep back and 
prevent it 2 Can imagine God will blow out 
that Everlaſting Fire, to gratifie my. vicious 
temper? ar deſtroy that . Tophet, out of ten- 


_derneſs to my/luſts and corruptions? Can 1 


conceiveit pothble, that God will go fromHhis 
word, to pleaſe a ſtubborn finner ? or prove- 


 a- Liar, that I may go with greater caſe to 
| Heaven? Do:I know that Fa 


all- be miſera- 
ble, it I continue in that courſe I have held 
on in hitherto, *and am I in love -with eternal 


Tuine 2 Am certain that iniquity will be my 


confuſion, and am I reſolv'd to die? I have 
all the reaſon: in the world: to believe, that 


It was the Son of God that was the Author of 
-thoſe Threatnings and Comminations I find in 
-the Goſpel : Dol believe him to be the: Son 


of God, and can I imagine that the leaſt tittle 

of his words will periſh? T have'run up and - 
down in the World theſe many years, and 
hunted after thoſe Vanities which ſenſual Men 


+ do'dote upon : But will theſe fave me whenI 
die ? Will not the remembrance of my eager 


purſuit after theſe Butterflies and Gaudes, fill 
me with anguiſh and ſorrow? Havel liy'din 


. the World all this while, and-am not Inearer 
| Heaven than I was ſome yearsago? Mult. my 


Body 


(26) 
Body engroſs'all my endeavours, and mult 


my Soul be ffarved ? I have a' Soul that-cany } 


not die, and muſt not dic, and-muſt ſhortly 
appear before God's Tribunal, and ſhall not 1 
ftudy its fatery.and happineſs as much as I am 
able2 Lord God | ſhould Death arreſt me bes 
fore | have made my Calling and Eleionſure; 
how-tearfal, how wretched would my cori> 
dition be 2: Should it fall to my'fhareto howl 
mm oytward darkneſs, how ſhould I -curle the 
day that ever ] was born! Should thoſe tor- 


tures''the. damned feel be inflicted on me, - 


bow fhould I wiſhthat Thad liv'd all my days 
Wm Deſarts/and: Wilderneſſes; and ſpent my 
whole time in praying and prailing of God; 


and: given all my' Goods to the Poor, and 


Hv'd upon Bread and Water, and undergone | 


the greateſt . hardſhips and ſeverities 3 out- 
pray'd a' Saint, and out-fafted a Hermit, 'ra- 
'therthanwentur'd my Soul 1n o flight a bot- 
_ om, as'worldly-mindednels muſt neceflarily 
bel Should that burning Lake be my Habita- 
-fion. for ever, O how I ſhould imprecate-all 
my- merry Companions that did allure me to 
-runwith them into Folly and Vanity! Ohow 
'ſhould with that my eyes had never feen 
.chem; that my ears had never heard thar 
"Names; that my tongue had been torn into 
"a'thouſand "pieces, when firſt it entertain'd 
Diſcourſe with 'them ; that my . Arms "had 


been 
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been cutoff, when they embrac'd thoſe plear 
fares, which kke Syrens cheat men 1nto-mir 


| ſery and calamity 1.'O: how I ſhould curle the 


place where my Sins were committed, the 
perſons that occafion'd them, the hour that 
ever I thought of them! O: how I ſhonld 
wiſh that I had improv'd thoſe -apportunities 
I do now make light of, and believed Moſes 
and. the Prophets that gave me warning, and 
tutn'd to God', while the doors of Grace 
ſtood open, and applied my ſelf to-the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, and taken direftions from 
them what I muſt do to be fav'd ! How ſhould 
the poſlibility of ſuch miſery fright and terrific 
me into. watchfulneſs and ſeriouſneſs? Is not 
Eternity more to me, than a moment of time? 
Can that Gold and Silyer I enjoy, and do fo 
much prize and adore, be any motive tothe 
great Judge of Life and Death to abſolve me? 
Can the pleaſures of Sin be antidates. againſt 
Sin ? or my Jollities procure a pardon in that 
day, when God ſhall Judge men according to 
the Goſpel > What makes me thus ſtypid;t 

I ſhou}d forgo the Milk and Honey of Cong» 
«, for the pitifal Garlicks and Onions of /E- 
z pt? What Devil doth poſlels me, that I 
ſhoiild/ prefer Dancing and Revelling for 2 
few houts, before endleſs joy? Where is m 
reaſon? .. What's become of my underitan 
ing? Am\Ibewitch'd, beſatted, begnlld, Char 

O 


Zia (2B) 
.» I ſhould believe a few flattering motions-of 
Veſh and blood,/before all the Oracles'and In- 
ſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt? Can there be 
any thing more reaſonable than Chriſt's Pre- 

ts? What is there in them that ſhould dif 
courage me? If God had commanded feverer 
things, is not Heaven recotnpence enough? I 
that torbear the greateſt Delicacies, ſhun the 
 choiſeſt Dainities, will not be tempted- to eat: 
of the moſt palatable Diſh, when T am ſenfible 
_ . 1t will bring upon me'the pain either of Col- 

Iick or Strangury 3 Nay, 1 that lying under a 
raging painfuFDiſtemper, wiſh my {6 a Beg- 
gar, or the.pooreſt Body alive, and would be 
content to'ſtoop'to the' meaneſt offices; fo'l 
might. be'but freed from- the Malady which 
torments. me : Can TI'ſcruple to obey. theſe 
Laws, whe it is to avoid an eternity of pain 
and flames?' ' Was not Dzves as ſtubborn as I 
can be ; and, have not I reaſon to believe, if 
he were on Earth again, he would think the 
Law of Charity the eaſieſt-, and the reaſona- 
' bleſt Law imaginable? Have not I reaſon to 
. believe he'would go beyond Zachens, leave 
himfelf biit jaft enough»to live on, and ftudy 
how to do good with the reſt? Have wor 1 
reaſon to believe , that the Laws'of Chriſt 
Youls ſeemvery facile and practicable to him? 
Cant think he would ſay, A /ittle more' ſleep, 
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' avd a little thore ſlumber, and delay his'obedi- 


ence ? 
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ence? He that hath'felt the miſery of another 
World, would think nothing too good, no- 
thing too dear, nothing too coſtly, to ſacrifice 
to him who i the King immortal, inviſible, 
blefled © for 'evermore. God that gave me 
theſe Laws, and hath entail'd everlaſting bliſs 
on:my {incere obedience, certainly knew belt 
what 'was fit and' expedient for me; and he 
that'is'acquainted-with my fitting-down, and 
mine upriſing, and had a hand'1n my frame, 
can-I think he would preſcribe me any thing 
prejudicial to my happineſs? Theſe Precepts, 
as they; are e of the your wiſdom, fo 
they-cannot but be highly beneficial, and =_ 


' mote my ſpiritualiintereſt, forthey drop from 


a God thit's infinitely good, as well as infi- 
mtely wiſe; ſo that:notto ſubmit:to them, 1s, 
not only to ſtand mmy own gt, and to hin- 
deri'my Soul from its proper and nou- 
riſhment, /but. to make my ſelf wiſer than the 
Almighty, and to:extol my reaſon above: his 
Ommlſcience;.and:to accuſe his immenſe Wit 
dom of raſhneſs| and-folly: 3 and;'Shall I add 
blaſphemy tomy diſobedience? . Aml afraid 
God is not enrag'd enough againſt me, or that 
his' Ahger is notired/ enough ? Shall I throw 
briniſtone into the;flame, ro make that conſu- 
ming fire more terrible? Is it ſuch a pleafure 
to have God' my Foe? Is it ſuch. adatisfaQion 
to have him,” that.can deſtroy both _—_ 
F100 y 


(30) 
Body into Hell, for my Adverfary > f1vLe» 
byruths,, ſuch Inoonveniences do I caſt my 
felf invo by my fintul life; 'and, Are thete eri- 
couragements t0 continuein it? b this ithe 
Wedding garmen I may:trmumph an? Shall 4 
fing m Chains, rczoyce In Patches glory animy 
Shatkles, be proud. ofa theDevils Service, boalt 
 ofmy Slavery? 'Whens it that: I: intend tobe 
clean? Shall 4:delay it one mament :langer , 
that:know notbutiI:may[bein Hellbefore the 
Clotk doth firike again ? [Dull blodkaſh heart, 
What doſtthou mean? :Doltthou ſtand wpoa 
che 'brink-of tteftrattion, and art thau not a» 
fra? Doftthouke a'Griwified Teſur ftretohs 
ing forthhis&rms to-embrace thee, anddatt 
thou tt nowartnth,-noſheat, nozeal, no af 
feftion? Doftntioudeeahegreatburning/lLake 
bvfore 'thee;rant idofſt mot thon quake? and 
wemble?: IDoft! thou ſeetherRevenger. of Blood 
wpowthy heads andwilt mot thon rummeothe 
City>of Refuge #: Doſt thou fee-the Angel if 
the/Lord-prepating /to: rain. down: Fire .and 
Bbmnſtone 0n'thee; arid wilt thou:not faverhy 
felfin Zowr 2 <Whyifhouldft rhourftay-tillithe 
toorof Gracecbe hue: Why: Monldft than 
warry-till all the oplerintiry Lamp be ſpent? 
Whyſhogld(t :zhon fold tthy! Arms 1ilbIDeath 
= Fort, zanlt leaves:thee-no poflibility 
?c Why thouldftthon: ſtan] _ ll 
We —_— tlys hyp Conſcience. _— : wir 
ou 
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(31) 
fhonldft thow fleep, till all the field be over- 
tun with VVeeds *:: Why ouldſt thou be idle 
tili-the Hlerventh bout is paſt? Run, tun'for 
thy ite ; There is datiger near; 'The Enemy 
is::at hand 3 The Fort 1s hke-to 'be takens 
The,/Cittadel'is almoſt toft 5 Thow art almoſt 
at the laft gaſp: Look np,Doft'not thou ſee 
thy Saviour fiy-downfrom Heaven tolay hold 
bi thee, and wilt not thou make hafte and 'meet 
him? Behold the Bridegroom-comes, and wile 
no thou bid him welcome? :Doſt not thou 


| ſee howthe Martyrs, howthe Primitive Chri- 


ſtransfly 'to Heaveh, and-wilt'thou ſtay. be- 
hind? 'Doft notthon fee howrheycroud/in/2t 
theGae,' and wilt thou not'-fee what 
aredoitt there? \Doſt thowthink they were 
all oat of their wits, to'break thus reſolutely 
k ph-all 'cldgs'and 'obſtacies imo» glory? 
'If they were not; wiſe men, "why do'we cele- 
-brate their meniories? and if they were-wile, 


 wilt:not thou learn wiſdom of them £ Doſt 


*thow ſee them 'concern'd, »and-'canſt thou 
*ftand like a Statue? 'Doſt rhow ſee how thiey 
(are lifeand fpirit 'in Religion, and art thou 
>ſenflet? Doſt thu ſe them-bufie, and-inqui- 
-firive,” and ativeabout Cod's/ Kingdom, -atid 
en. they infpire-noinduſtry mto' thee? Doſt 
thou ſte how'they/prizerand value the 1ncor- 
'ruptible Crown, and is all too-little ropet- 
ſirade thee into' a prattical ag 
nd 


| (32) 
hinders thee? What is it {tops thy progrels.? 
Arr thou (till in-love with: that which. will 
undo thee 2 . Why ſhould Father and: Mother, 
Wife and . Children, Brethren | and. Siſters, 
Lands and Houſes, make; thee loſe a Crown? 
Hath God's favour no temptation? Is there 
no charminihislove? Hath Heaven no beaus 
ry? If thou muſt be miferable, had{t.thou 
not- better be” fo'here, than: hereafter ?,2Shall 
the preſent:food flatter thee mto eternal hun» 
ger? And becauſe the Tree is. pleaſant to the 
<ye, wilc thow prepare for being expell'4 out 
of Paradiſe''for'-ever? Will, a few pleaſant 
'Cups counterballance thy everlaſting Thirſt ? 
'Wilt thou venture an everlaſting ſtorm, far'a 
-preſent calm ? and run: the bazard of ari-end- 
'Jes Tempeſt, :for a few months Recreatidh? 
\Q:-Wretct that: T am ! the :Devil was neyer 
-etucified for'me, never ſpilt. one; drap 'of 
blood for me, never endured agonies'for:me;; 
he never wore a'/Crown :of Thorns for:me; be 
inever | taſted of the ſhameful death: of -the 
1Crols for:me;:and ſhall I'fie-into bis arms? 
:How: often hath he diſappointed me. 'jn,my 
- hopes! and deſires, and ſhall-1 fawn upon. the 

tEnemy ? lay force upon his Kingdom of dark- 

: nel{s, tn deſpight of all the Bars, and Bolts, and 

- Guards which: the great King of Heaven. pits 

-between; me and damnation? I have; been 


-abuſed- and:cheated by fin theſe many iyears 
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| (33). | 
and ſhall I be cheated ftill> Does not my 
blood riſe at the very thoughts of it? I that 
will not be cheated in my. Trade or Dealings 
with men, ſhall I ſuffer my ſelf to be 1impos'd 
upon by a lying Devil ? - And when I itudy 
how to be revenged on him, that hath ſold 
me a Peble for- a Pearl, a Briſtol! ſtone for a 
Diamond, and endeavour to prevent the 
like deception for the time to come; ſhall I, 


in theſe great concerns of my Soul, where the 


Cheat is ſo apparent, where to dilcover it, I 
need do'no more but open my eyes, where 
God and his holy Angels, and all the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel afſure me of the fallacy, where 
the Cheat 1s of that dangerous conſequence 


too, borders upon eternal damnation 3 ſhall 


I be ſo diſgenerous, ſo baſe, fo low-ſpirited, 
as to ſuffer my ſelf to be thus grofly abuſed 
and deceived? O Monſter! Why ſo cruel to 
my own Soul? why ſo barbarous to my im- 
mortal part? why ſo inhumane to my ſpiritual 
intereſt? why ſo mad to run into the fire ? 
why. ſuch an enemy to my own good? Have 
not I enemies enough, but I muſt make my 
ſelf my greateſt foe Shall I joyn with that 
roaring Lion, and teach him how to: devour 
me 2? --{hall I give him advantages: againſt my 
ſelf, firft let himdeceive me, and then laugh at 
me 2-firſt let him ſeduce me into the Net, and 
then/puniſh me for being taken? I believe my 

D Children, 


(34). 
Children if they tell:me, that they have ſeen. 
ſucha houſe. on firez and belieye, my Neigh- 
bours, if they aſſure:;me there are! Thieves 
broke into my houſe; and believe a Phyfi- 
cian,' who affirms, That ſuch a Powder or 
Herb is-perfe& poiſon ;: and ſhall not I believe 
that God, who hath prepar'd and 'fore-or- 
dain'd' theſe everlaſting burnings I hear and 
read. of, and muſt needs know the terror of 
them: ſhall nat Ibeheve him, when he tells me; 
and proteſts upon the word ofa God, that if 
I do-not betake my -ſelf-betimes to another 
courſe of life, I ſhall afluredly fall a prey to 
' thoſe endleſs burnings 2 Shall not I be- 
lieve''that' God that feeds me, and protects 
me, and knows all things, and can.do all 
things, and never intended me any, harm, 
but hath 'given me ſuch evidences of his 
kind] inclinations to- me, that I muſt' deny 
my own Being, it I queſtion his willingneſs. to 
have me-come to the knowledge of thetruth 2 
I chooſe 'a:preſent agony: to keep off an after- 
evil, and am content to prolong torment, ſo 
I may but prolong this mortal life ;z and ſball 
not I, to avoid thoſe'endlefs tortures, mortifie 
a filly Luft, ſubdue. my extravagant Deſires, 
and inflict ſo much Pennance on my elf, as 
tocaſhier all darling ard bofome miquities? 
What'meansmy . Conſcience it's not quiet un- 
der all the pleaſures of fin? it's ready t0 "- 
Lat CUIE 
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Gaſe mez when it ' gets me alone, it twitches 
me, I find it is a hard matter to rock it aſleep 3 
and when I think it's faſt, like a Giant it 
awakes again, , and frights me with flaſhes 
of the next World's flames; and ſhall 
I break through all thoſe Funeral Torches ta 
invade Damnation 2 Such Expoſtulations, if 
the heart be not all Rock and Adamant, can- 
not but ſtartle the Sinner in his Licentiouſnels, 
make him ſtamp with his feet, and force him 
into other reſolutions ; which 1s the third In- 
gredient of this great Art, Conſideration. 


ITI. Strong Reſolution, This is the neceſſary 
conſequent of- the preceding Expoſtulations, 
if they be ſerious, and not uſed onely out of 
Formality z and the Soul, thatis by this time 


| ſtung into aſenſe of its danger, and cries out, 


Lord; what have Idone? will ſoon fall from 
thence into ſuch reſolutions as theſe. Does the 
caſe ſtand thus, and muſt my finful life expire 


. Into the Worn that dies not 2 muſt my Fro- 


licks die mto endleſs howlings ? and muſt my 
{port of fin be crnſht into never dying anguiſh? 
and my wilful contempt and negle& of God's 
will, be turned. into. Chains -of darkneſs: for 


. ever? Isitſo'as God hath told me? (and 


why ſhould he tell me fo, if it werenot ſo? 
why” ſhould he fright me with painted fire? 


_ andhow couldit.confiſt with his Wiſdom aud 
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Integrity to deceive me with 'Bugbears and 
. Chimera's? ) If this be the fate ofa ſinful life, 
then tell meno more of Dalila's, tell me no 
more of Impediments, or Excuſes, or Delays. 
If this be the fearful Ext of Senſuality and Ir- 
religiouſne(s, there is no dallying with fin, P11 
ct rid of it, what ever it colt me; T1] hear- 
ento its ſoft Airs no longer; T1l be charm'd 
nomore with the lovely looks of that Harlot; 
its curious Dreſles, its treacherous Glances 
ſhall commit a Rape upon my Afﬀections no 
longer.. I will not for a few jolly hours ne- 
olefi my eternal ſafety ; Eternity is not a thing 
to be made light of ; I believe there is ſuch 
a thing, and why ſhould I be ſuch a Change- 
| Jclrag to provide for it with all imagin- 
able careand induſtry ? I am gone. Farewel 
Applauſe and Greatneſs of the World. Fare- 
well ye little ſhooting flames of ſenſual plea- 
fures, which ſerve onely to delude, not to re- 
ave or enlighten an immortal. Soul, Farewell 
my old Acquaintance, that cocker'd and helpt 
to pleaſe thoſe Luſts I now abhor. Fare- 
well ye dangerous Friends, that would have 
drago'd me into Hell, and would have had me 
' Kind to you even into eternal fire. Farewell 
' unhappy men, who would have had me ven- 
ture vn that burthenof: God's anger, which 
Devils cannot bear, and tempted. me to be 
ayſerable for companies fake;z.I mult. either | 
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have no peace with Cod, or none with you. 
The friendſhip of God and the World are m- 
compatible, and would you have me leave 
my. God, my happineſs, my joy, my comfort, 
my refuge, my. hiding place, my riches, m 

treaſure, to follow you to a place of endleſs 
torments? I ſee, I ſee what all your follies 
will come to; I am convinc'd, that if there 
be a happineſs hereafter, as I am perſuaded 
thereis, the courſe ye take cannot be the way 
to that Paradiſe. Moleſt me no more. I will 
climb Mount S7oz, T'll aſcend God's+holy hill, 
Fll be kept in Meſbech, in the tents of Kedar, 
no longer. Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and 
beye lift up, ye everlaſting doors! Il enter ; 
I will force my way through all the impedi- 
ments of this flattering World. What ſhould 
hinder me 2 Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs,.or 
perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, 
or ſword? Theſe can but kill the Body, but I 
have an immortal Soul to ſave! it I ſecure 


\ that, I ſecure all ; and I will ſecure it what 


ever it colt me. I will not a& contrary to my 
own perſuaſions any more; I am perſuaded 
that all my worldly glories will have a period, 
and that they contribute nothing to my real 
happineſs. 'Tis a practical fervent love of 
God that muſt make me happy 3 this 18 1t muſt 
entitle me to God's everlaſting mercies z 
this I believe, this I am confident of, accor- 
| D 3 ding 
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ding to this faith I'll a&. God holds out 2 
Crownto me, and (hall T be dull and lazy un- 
der that glorious proſpet? I ſee the Royal 
Diadem k agar” leap out, O my Soul, te 
reach it, it's worth labouring, it's worth: wreſt- 
ling for, it's worth: ſweating and toiling day 
and night for. See, ſee, how.to get bread, the 
_=_ Miner digs in a' dark:and: lonely Vault, 
hile the works over his head threaten hin 
with falling in every hour, and cruſhing hitn 
to death: and tall fear dangers, 1n ſtriving 
tobe abundantly fatisfied for ever with the 
fatneſs of God's houſe? 1 ſee a City which 
hath foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
' is God; I behold afar off a Houſe made with+ 
out hands, eternal in the Heavens. - Farewell 
temptations, farewell corrupted deceitful 
heart, I'll believe thy falſe: fuggeſtions no 
longer, I have a furer word of Prophecy to 
Jay hold of. How often haſt thou taught me 
to' cover my ſms with plauſible names, that I 
might not be forc'd to leave them 2 How 
haſt thou prompted me to call my Pride, 
encyz my Covetoutſneſs, Frugality 5: my 
Drunkenneſs, Good fellowſhip 3 my Revenge, 
Vindication of my Honour 3 my Uncleann 
. and Laſciviouſneſs, impoſhbility of refafting 
' the diftates of Nature; my ſlandering of 
others, ſaying but what I hear ; as if Goddid 


Not ſee my infideas well as outfide, or w__ 
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be deceiv with ſhadow and varniſh, and 
were not reſolv'd to waſh away theſe curious 
Colours with Rivers of flaming Brimſtone! 
How often haſt thou bid me call my greater 
enormities, innocent mirth, and made me look 
on them, as men do.on objects through the 
wrong end of a Perſpecive Glaſs, as if God 
were altogether ſuch an one as my felf, and 
would therefore be contented to call tny Fa- 
vourite Vices, Peccadillo's, becauſe my ſelf 
was loth to call them by another name! How 
often haſt thou flatter d me with deceitful 
riches, if T would but give my ſelf that li- 
berty my. irreligious Neighbours ufe! How 
often haſt thou, tempted me with the famous 
examples of proſperous men, that have been 
Strangers to Seriouſneſs and Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs! How haſt thou diſparaged Piety to 
me, as a ſneaking qualification, and repreſent- 


ed Sin as the Royal way to Credit and Re- 


putation? Away with theſe Fables, Tl be 
trepann'd and ſooth'd no more 3 tell Chil- 
dren of ſuch bables, I know too much to be 
raviſh'd with theſe borrow'd glories How 
often haſt thou promis'd me long life, and eaſe, 
and plenty, if I would ſtream out my golden 
years invanity, and brutiſh delight, as ifm 
youth had been too.good for God, and God, 
when he woo'd me to obedience, came but 
to torment me , like that evil ſpirit in the 
D 4 Goſpel, 
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Goſpel; before my time, as if 1- were thegreat 
diſpgſer of my time, and could command my 
age tq flouriſh at fourſcore ! How haſt thou 
bid me delay my Repentance and Seriouſ- 
neſs, and given me hopes that I ſhould find 
2 convenient time hereafter, when I could 
keep Sin and the World no longer ? as if Re- 
pentance were in my own hands, and.I could 
command jt to attend me at my-pleaſure, and 
as if it werea work to be diſpatch'd with a 
ſigh or groan ! How haſt thou tempted me to 
fin under a pretence that none ſhould ſee it; 
orſf the {in could not -be kept ſecret, none 
ſhould know that Thad a handin't; asif God 
did not ſee by night as well as by day, and a 
private corner could keep out Omnipotence 3 
or as if God ſatelikean 1dle- Pilot in Heaven, 
without regarding how the great Ship of this 
World js governed? How haſt thau, under 
the colour of a fingle fin, involv'd me into a 
neceſſity of adding another, and been reſtleſs 
till I baye added more to ſupport the reſt ? 
And how treacherouſly haſt thou þid me walk 
Jn the counſel of the ungodly, when . it was 
but tqengage me to. ſtand in the way of fin- 
ners, ang then ta make me fit down in the 
ſeat of the ſcorntul? ' How haſt thou prompted 
me to palliate my offences, and to lay them 
at other mens doors? Haw haſt thqu. bid me 
frulf tg broken Reeds, and Jean op props 
| | which 


ES. A. edt AG AE al 


Car) 


which were rotten and decai'd ? I have ſeen 


enough of thy falſhood and inconſtancy, I'll 


be held no longer, Ill ſtay no longer in Se- 
dom. Theſe flowery Meadows, this enamel'd 
graſs ſhall make me lie down no more, I ſee 
there is death in the Pot, and the great day 
will be upon me for all the ſeeming delay, 
before this poor beſotted World is aware of. 

I come, Lord, I] ſtand out againſt thy 
calls no longer; I do hearthy voice, and I'll 
harden my heart no more. It is the voice of 
my Beloved that knocks, I will ariſe and let 
him in. Awake up my glory, awake; I have 
ſlumber'd long enough. Get up, my ſleepy 
aftections, the Lord is at hand. My heart is hot 
within- me, the fire of God burns within me. 
O my God, wilt thou ſpread open thy arms to 
a Wretch, that hath been fill'd with unrigh- 
teouſneſs and deceit > who, having known 
the judgment of God, that they whocommit 
ſuch things are worthy of death, hath nat 
onely done the ſame, but hath had pleaſure 
inthem that do them ! I know the world will 
laugh at me for this reſolution, but T11 give 
them leave to mock ; if I can þut get into 

onder bleſled and everlaſting Manſions , 
laugh on, ye mad-men, I have: a God will 
honour me. Itthere be a future judgment, and 
men ſhall be rewarded - according to . their 
works, and God will be ſo ſevere againſt _p- 
| orn 
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born finners as he hath threatned, (and ini- 
deed he carinot be God without it; tobe God 
and not true to his ward: implies a contra- 
diction)then fureTam, the rich, the voluptu- 
ous, the carnal men of this World, that make 
ſuch provifion for the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts 
thereof; muſt certainly be ina more miferable 
condition than I. Methinks I ſee how they 
tremble before the Throne. They thought it 
below them here on earth to make Religion ' 
.their buſineſs, me-thinks I ſee how afham'd 
they areoftheir folly, how the Wretchesbluſh 
to ce, that God hath choſen the fooliſh 
- things of [the world to confound the wile. 
Methinks I hear them cry out to Rocks and 
'Mountains, Fall on us, and/hide us from the 
faceof him that ſits on, the Throne, .and from |} 
the wrath of the Lamb.” O how their Forgt 
at that time'will all be changed, and all their 
Triumphs be turned into Funerals >? I'll be, 
wiſe beforeit be too late; I will not hazard my 
Soul as moſt men do; O how I blame my 
ſelf for'ſerving fin and the world thus long 2 
Had God ſnatcht me away in that difmal fer- 
vice, how dreadful would my wages have 
beenz Blefled be God, who hath been thus |. 

patient with me; I'll treſpaſs no longer upon 3 

is Long-ſuffering. Come ye Miniſters of the 

Goſpel, teach- me what T muſt do to befaved; 
lead me, dire&t me, I'll follow, and —_ 
| en 
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Men nor Devils ſhall draw me away. I have 
done with theſe ſtolen waters; I ſeeno felicity 
that riſes from bathing in thoſe dangerous 
ſtreams ; they may lull and charmfor a while, 
but leave the Soul empty. If any man had rea- 
ſon to find fatisfation in them, Solomon had, 
who had Riches,and Power, and Luſt enough 
to:range where he pleaſed ; yet when he had 
walk'd through the whole Garden of ſenſual 
Pleaſures, cropt the choiceſt Flowers, fed up- 
onthe moſt luſcious Fruits, left nothing un- 
attempted to know the utmoſt reach of that 
Fools Paradiſe, ſearch'd all the by-places and 
corners where they ſaid the treaſures of ſatis- 
faction lay, unravel'd all the ſecret Intrigues 
of fin, ranfack'd all the hidden myſteries of 
it; when he had thus wanderd up and 


down, andalmoſt loſt himſelf inthat unhappy 


Labyrinth, 'the Verdi& he gives of all 1s this, 
LVerty of Vanities, mighty Nothings, perfect 
'Frouble and Vexation of Spirit z and then 
ptoteſts, that the onely ſatisfaction that's ſolid, 
and like to laſt, lies in fearing God, and keep- 
ing his Commandments. That's it, I (ce, men 
areforc'd to confeſs at laſt, and too often when 
it 1s to0 late. I ſee moſt men are of another 


mind , when they come to die, to what they 


were in the time of their ſtrength, and health, 
and [liberty, and that ſerioulnels, they for- 


merly derided, they then wiſh for, when the 
| | Sentence 
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Sentence is paſſing upon them, Cut them 
down, why do they cumber the 1-ground? 
The Pearl they might formerly have had at a 
reaſonable price, and would not, they now 
would purchaſe with ten thouſand worlds, af 
they had them, and cannot. This it-is, to turn 
the grace of God into wantonneſs, to play 
with the glorious Meſlage ſent to them by the 

eat Bridegroom of their Souls, and to make 
tight of invitations to the Supper of the 
'Lamb! O folly! O_ madneſs! O monſtrous 
ſtupidity ! O y Soul, come not thou into their 
ſecret, unto their ma mine honour be not 
"thou nrited. T'll take warning by theſe ſad ex- 
_ amples. ' Their imprudence ſhall make me 
wiſe; their indiſcretion ſhall make me take 
another courſe. I ſee there are ſnares laid for 
my Soul, I am beſet with temptations. If I 
tremble at the main Ocean, a ſhallow Puddle 
1s offer d me to.drown my felf in. What 
ſhould make the Devil fo buſte, fo earneſt, fo 
induſtrious to draw my Soul away from the 
Fountain of living Waters ? Without all per- 
adventure he ſees, what happinels it's capable 
of, evenot a happineſs, which knows neither 
meafure norend. He ſees the inclinations and 
propenſions it hath to take up with God 
alone; and to divert the ſtream, he dreſles 
out fin 1n ſeveral garbs, that if one will not 


tempt me, another may. But, O my God, fin 
| ſhall 
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ſhalb anfinuate into my favour no more, it 
ſhall creep intomy boſome no more, I'll avoid 
alb familiarity with it, I'll hug the monſter no 
more, Fll take it no longer for a harmleſs 


thing, it ſhall be my Darling, my Benjamin 


no more, my eyes ſhall be no longer pleas'd 
with viewing of it, my tongueſhall commend 
and praiſe 1tno more, [I open my door to the 
fatal Gueſt nomore. My faint oppoſitions 
ſhall be turn'd into ſtronger reſiſtances, I'll 


' call up my bloud and courage to withſtand 


its jupgles, I havereſolv'd, and my heart ſhall 
be carried out after this Idol no more. It 
was reſolution made the three men, Shadrach, 
Meſhech, and Abednego, adventure into a fiery 
Furnace. It was reſolution made St. Paul 
ready not to (utffer ann; but to die at Feru- 


falem for the Name of Jeſus. It was reſolution 


made David's Worthies enter into the Camp 
of the Philiſtines, and draw water out of the 
Well of Bethlehem. It was reſolution made 
Ignatins deſpiſe Fire, and Sword, and Wild 
Beaſts, toprocure the favour of him whom his 
Soul did love. It was reſolution 

made that Grecian * Woman * Teriullian 
endure the Rack, and when 55% 
prompted by the Executioner to confeſs her 
Aſſociates in the Treaſon, bite her rogue to 


eces, that ſhe might not be in a poſlibily of 


1 
Geraying her Partners in the Conſpiracy. It 
| was 
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* 74. jbig, Was reſolution made * Mutivs ſtiind 
ſtill, and unconcern'd , while his 
right hand burn'd. It was reſolution made 
Empedocles ſacrifice himſelf to the flames of 
Etna. Tt was reſolution made Anaxarchws, 
when his bones were cruſht, make ſport with 
his torments, and cry out, Break, break the 
_ carcaſs of Anaxarchus, but his mind you ſhall ne- 
ver break, It was reſolution made Regulas fling 
himſelf into the mercileſs arms of his Enemies, 
and ſuffer himſelf to be ſtung and prickt to ' 
death. [t was reſolution made Job bear his loſſes 
and ulcers with invincible mag- 
*rertul, lib. de nanimity, and as * he faid, pla 


_—— i; withthe Worms that bred in his 


ftiolas incoſtem ſores, and, as they were crawls» 
| apr et affus ing out, drive them back into 
i ludendo re-. the holes and paſtures of his pu- 
vocabar. trified fleſh. Tt was reſolution 

made David rux through a Troop; 
and 1 leap over Walls, Pſal. 18. 29. It was hs 
reſolution made theſe words drop from him, 
T have ſworn, and: will. perform it, that I will 
keep thy righteous judgments. 1 will ſpeak of thy 
teſtimonies before K ings,and will not be aſham dl, 
and I will delight my ſelf in thy commundaentry 
my hants will I lift up unto thy precepts which 
T have low'd, and [will meditate inthy ſtatutes, 
Pſal. 119. 46, 106. And why ſhould not my 
reſolution prompt me to the fame generous 
Enter= 
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enterprizes 2. Why ſhould other men, to pur- 
chaſe an immortal fame, reſolve to loſe their 
eaſe, and lives, and eſtates, and all that's dear 
and pleaſing to them hete below, and. I -not 
reſolye to loſe my ſins, tny luſts, my pleaſures, 
to gain an everlaſting inheritance 2 My heart 
is ready, my heart is ready; a gracious God 
invites: me, a loving Sayiour calls to me from 
his Croſs, Waſh ye, make ye clean, put away 
the evilof your doings from before mine eyes, 
ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well; a hol 

\ anCtifying Spirit beckens me. The great G 
that might laugh at my calamity, and mock 
when my fearcomes, becauſe he hath call'd, 
and [ refus'd, becauſe he ſo often ſtretched 
forth his hands unto me, and I have not re- 
garded; this great, this tender Father, after 
all -the wrongs, and injuries, and abuſes, and 
- infolenciesT have offer'd him, is willing to re- 
ceive me, provided [1 be faithful to him, run 
no more after other Lovers, and reſign my 
ſelf to be guided, govern'd, and direfted by 
him, And can I refiſt that Love? canThar- 
den my heart againſt theſe Charms? can I re- 
fuſe this kindneſs ? ſpurn at this favour? ſlight 
this ſtupendious bleſſing? and provoke him 
to ſwear-in his wrath, #hat I ſhal/ never enter 
znto his reſt No, no, I yield, I render my ſelf 
captivez lam convinc'd, that God's, ſervice is 
. perfeft freedom, , He that enters upon i, is 
under 
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under the government of a lawful Prince, his 
life is ſweet and caſte, he feels no tyranny, no 
oppreſſion; the King with everlaſting kind- 
neſs vilits 'him, and guides his feet iato the 
ways of peace, gives his Angels charge to 
keep him in his going out, and 1n his coming 
in, and will not ſuffer any of his bones to be 
broken. Heis with him in diſtreſs,” and when 
he weeps, holds a bottle under to catch his tears, 
Pſal. 56. 8. He binds up his wounds, and is a 
wall of braſs to him, that mocks at the flaſhes 
of Hell, and daſhes all the fiery darts of the 
Devil. He covers him with his feathers, and 
his truth is his ſhield and buckler. His eyes 
watch over him, and his ears are open to his 
prayers. | He protefts himfrom the Peſtilence 
that walks in darkneſs, and from the deſtru- 
Ction that waſtes at noon-day. His groanings . 
are not hid from him, and he preſerves him 1n 
all his ways. He takes notice of his work and 
labour of love, and there isa book of 'remem- 
brance written before him for them that fear 
the Lord, and think upon his name. Here men 
are free” from (laviſh fear, as being 'under the 
wings ofa Father. Here nothing but love rules 
m their hearts, which makes their yoke eaſe, 
and their burthen light 5 makes the ſtrait gate 
pleaſant, and the narrow way full of delight 
and fatisfation. Here peace of Conſcience 
reigns; and the Subjedts of this Kingdom are 
ac- 


* acquainted with joy inthe holy Ghoſt. Here- 
nieh are freed from the curſe of the Law; and 
their minds are employed, inthe nobleſt con- 
templations. Here they dwell in the ſecret 
place of the moſt High, and abide under the 
ſhadow of the Almighty. Here 111 fix, here I'll 
build Tabernacles, for it's. good to: be here, 
Away with all uggetiogs that would make 
me unwilling or backward to this work. Away 
with all thoughts that - would. diſcourage me. 
Away with all imaginations that ———_ poſ- 
ſes me with miſconſtructions of the ways of 
God. Ye are all miſerable comforters, - ye 
feek not thegood, but the loſs and deſolation 
of my. Soul.  Fll ſeek the things which are 
above, where "Chriſt fitteth on the right 
hand of God; I'll ſet my affections on things 
above, and not on things on earth; I am 
dead toalltheſe ſublunary Vanities, and my 
life 1s hid with Chriſt in God; and when 
Chriſt, whois my life, ſhall appear, then ſhall I 
alſo:appear with him inglory. 

Wichour ſuch reſolutions as theſe, Confide- 
ration is lame and feeble : it's practical Con- 
ſfideration that muſt do the work, and it is 
theſe reſolutions make it ſo; the neceſlity , of 
which Conſideration is the next thing I mult 
endeavour to demonſtrate. 
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The abjolue _ thy of Conſideration, in order th, 
LV aaporobe' ' God's frequent commend, £6. 

.-ghiat purpoſe Onr- Reaſon aud the power of) 
Conereton we arefurniſh'd, or endu'd with, 
rov'd to'be given us for this end. Without: 

' t, Men have cauſe #0 ſuſpet?, that —_ 


: firmation? is conmterfeit. 


7 Hat we have ſaid hitherto, is not a 
| indifferent, left to our libertyt 
and diſtretion to mind 'or negle& it, as'we 
fhallſceoccafion. If labouring after a better 
life, if endeavouring to get a [hare in the in+ 
corruptible Crown of glory, if attempts to 
compaſs the eternal telicity of 'our Souls, if 

ying how we may be admitted into the 
Quite of Angels, and enjoy the Society of the 
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Firſt-born which are written in Heaven,, if | 


coritriving how we may arrive to that falneſs 
of joy God hath both reveal'd and romis >, 
be indiſpenſably neceſlary, this Confideratian 
muſt be i too, If Selt-preſervation be nota 
thing indifferent, -Conſideration cannot poF- 
ſibly | be ſo. For the great objeft.of this Con- 
fiderationis, how we may preſerve our ſelves 
from being undone for ever; how we may 


d 8s TI! : guard 


Y 


1 WCLDS 
' guard our Souls from everlaſting 'perdition; 
| aA may prin the Send Ieath z and 
how we niay make our happiveſs laſting and 
durable proet againſt the; gates ofHell, and 
the aſlaults of that roaring Eon, who. walks 
about, ſeeking 'iwhombe-may devour. 
'(God,that carmands all the powers of Light 
and Darkneſs;"and hath: the-lame pawer over 
us, that 'the:Potter hath-over his Veſlel, and 
hath made ws/.capdble of being governed by 
Moral Laws,-and hath: created us on purpate 
_ to be ready at his beck, and. may tarce us 
mto obedience by Plagues':and- Thunders, if 
ve are loathito-becourted by ſoules. and fa- 
vours, and atariott feesall.the dangers we are 
 fubjeq to, and knows what Armies of Enc- 
fnies liein ambuſh, and watch our fall; it's he 
that peremptorily commands this ConſMlera- 
tion. A Sovereign Prince expetts'to beobey'd, 
and he that dares refuſe, or {light his reaſons 
- ablecommand, 1s juſtly lookt upon as aſtran- 
gerto Loyal principles: and well may God, 
who' is All-we, and can do nothing that's 
unreaſonable, expe& ſubmiſtion to a precept 
fo great, ſo good, fo advantageous both to 
Sout and Body, as will appear in the ſequel. 
Corfider your ways, is aLaw which, God ("to 
ſhew he is/in goad carneſt) inculcates twice 
mthe ſame Prophecy, Hagg. 1. 5, 7. Azd for 
i dream is doubled, it is becauſe the thing 
| is 
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is eſtabliſhed by God, ſaid Joſeph to Pharaoh, : 
Gf, 41.32. The amewe may ſay of repeated , 
Exhortations. Andindeed when the famous! 
Msſes 'bids the people, under his-charge and. 
care, tokeep.the Statutes and: the  Command- 
ments which God had graciouſly vouchſafed: 
them, that it might go well with ;them, and 
with: their Children after them 3 the great: 
Preparative /he requires . for 'this Religious 
frame, is Conſideration, Dent.4.:39,40. as if 
without this, | all-attempts of obedience/were 
vain, and all endeavours to ſerve God in ſpt- 
rit andintruth, were no more but. water pilt 
upon the ground. It was upon the ſame ac- 
count' that St.. Paxl, as quickſighted as the 
other, peremptorily. tells the ha that 
they would never practically : approve' that 
good? and acceptable, and pertectwill ot God, 
without they were transform'd by 'the re- 
newing of their mind, 7.e. made a new im- 
provement of their minds by Conſideration. 
For Conſideration re-builds the houſe that's 
fallen to the ground, makes the mind new; 
removes old prejudices againſt a ferious lite, 
and transforms the judgment into other 
thoughts and conceptions, carries 'away the 
rubbiſh which oppreſſed the Soul, and leaves 
it not till it becomes a new creature, Rome. 
12, 2. Whatcan St. Peter, 1 Pet. 1. 13. mean, 


when he preſſes the Chriſtians of. thoſe days, 
; 6-3 to 
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to gird up the loins of their minds, but-this 
-greaat dury we diſcourſe of? -Confideration, 
-av/it 1s'a convocation of 'our- thoughts, ſo it 
ties and uhites thoſe thoughtsto7the great ob- 
Jet; -the onething neceſflary, and, as it were, 
:#irds the Soul, that it may keep within the 
rules'off the Word of God, and may not run 
'out into ſtrange deſires,” or inordinate affe- 
Fions, but be more expedite and nimble in 
her Travelsto the Land of Promiſe. : - 

{:. The'truth is, from the mind, as from .Aaror's 
-head,-the ' precious Ointment runs down. to 
theskirts of our garmerits-' This is the great 
-Wheel, which ſets the lefler Orbsa going, and 
if it be once impregnated with principles of 
goodnefs and ſeriouſneſs, and theſe enlarg'd 
and ſpread 'by Confideration, thewill and 
the affeftions 'will ſoon be perſuaded to fol- 
low thatSear, till it brings them to Bethlehem, 
the houſe of mercy. In our civil affairs, it's 
the mind muſt firſt be fully perſuaded either 
of'the neceſlity, or conveniency, or danger, 
oradvantage of things, -before any wiſe reſo- 
lution can - taken; and 'wemay juſtly con- 
clude, that in ſpiritual concerns, men begin at 
the wrong! end, if they do not ſeaſon their 
minds with ſuch refleqions, as may make a 
deep impreſſion on the will and affections. For 
that theſe may reſolve-to. follow God, and 


may be” raviſh'd with | his love, and apply 
E 3 them- 
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themſelves torhis ways; and may bate ev 
falſe: path; and detelt- theit Comin iraleby- 
tanceganddeviationswe mufi-neocfiarily-ſup- 
pole-there 'maft by: ſome ſpritgtoi feed they, 
whiets Spring can benothmg tf, þvt Conli- 
deration;/ Andasnrfin, it's thqmiad that faelt = 
Tepreſtrits'the unlawfhl pleaſtive 0h it-;to. the 
finner; i\and this inflames his aftedtions3; fin 
its Antidote,or Cure, n'sthe mind that muſtibe 
chafed with'; wnts; which may rendtrtht 
ſin deteſtable,odious, and: projucticiakta' $oul 
and Body 4 and thiswil} foon-put the afrieftt- 
ons into 4 holy ragetaſecyre: God 3:fkvouts; 
Which" was the teaforl, rio:doubtg whiy. that 
Father left his: Eſtate:and-Money to his Soti, 
with this eoridition; thithe ſhould every day 
think a quatter of an hour; becaufe.he: khew 
that would at laft,: DR of-God, work 
' tponthewill, and engage the affettians to emp 
braceanvbler objec om Wo ina of 
_ Atid betavſe' the tnore: obje&s; the mote 
flowers this. Confideration- feeds upon, :;the 
more<effeQuat it is, arid. the. greater ſeriouſneſs 
it produces,” andthe! more: [change :1t 
works; the holy Ghoft' therefore, 1n order to 
this erid, parriculariſes :ſeverat things; and 
coftnrnands' them to-bertaken 'im, as promoters 
ofthisexcellent work: Hence 1t is, that we are 
ſometimes call'd npon”to confider our latter 
end,” Dept. 32. 29. ſametimes the werkgoad 
_ be 2 
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God, Ecckf. 7. 13. foinetime the'laftJudy- 
ment, of the'preat account ten muſt giveot 
their works, whether they have beer good, 


of whether they have been''evi, Pſal.$o. 25. 
Hinetinies the teftimorites of Cod, the/Rycet- 
nels, beauty, perfetion, worthand exceflency 
of them; P/a/'r x9. 95; ſometimes the fiiture 
' Yeward that God hath promiſed to thertithat 
far him; 2 Tx: 2.7, fometmmes the hoty Life, 
Example, and Chriſtian conſtancy and 'map- 
Hidmlty of Jeſus, Heby. 12. 3. Totii6- 
tires Gbd's cotrettion and chaſtiſemetit, to- 
gether with- our fins, Hab: 2. 15. and all, be- 
cauſe the more Candles thete are lighted, and 
Tet up, the brighter the room will be, atid the 
Setter the' Soul will diſcover her ſpots and 
'ertors, and conſequently the' greater will be 
'her earneſtneſs to wipe them away, and re- 
movethem. | 

Nay, of that neceſſity doth the holy Ghoſt 
make this Conſideration, that it feerns, God 
'C ſucha Lover he is of the happineſs of Man- 
*kjnd) is not at eaſe without it. He is forc'd, as. 
it were, to take humane paſſions upon; him, 

to expreſs his diſpleaſure againſt the _— of 

"this ſovereign medicine. He ſeems diſconſu- 
"ate, if men flight this Balm, this Water of 
' Lite, this Eye-falve. He calls to Heaven and 
Earth to mourn with him, becauſe his people 

will not confider what they area doing, and 

E 4. whither 
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Doweor they are going, and -what. will be- 
weof them, &/.-3.3. He ſeems griev'dand 
jeqeg, becau they conlider not_ the oper 
Oo. his hands, and;-whatmoble Beings 
neo given them 3 how he hath made them 
Tg - Ieie lower than the Angels, crown'd 
them: with.glory and - honoyr, and... infusd 
Souls into them:capable of living for,ever, un- 
der; the, Beatifical viſion and. preſence of, Al- 
mighty God, Ef. 5., 12. He — to drgaps 
and he thatis-eternally happyin himſelf, takes 
.ON, as.1f his happjgeh, his joy, -bis atitation 
were! interrupred,. becauſe men conſider not, 
'thathe: remembers all their i 1mpictics; that he 
ſts on the | Battlements of -Heayen, ,and, be- 
holds all ; that there is not any, creature-that 
isnat maniteſt in, bis fight, and that all things 
arenaked and open unto A of him wi 
whom they have todo, Hoſ. 7.2 
- , Indged/God is reſolvedto deal with. us as 
with rational Creatures, not as with Brutes 
and- Engines : 3.45, with tree Agents, not as with 
Machines, and works: of mens hands; and 
that's the reaſon; why, heis ſo carneſt for this 
'Puty: Without all peradventure, God could 
force men into ſeriouſneſs; and he-that com- 
\ mandeg. light out of darkneſs, might take the 
* franer.yp; in his arms, and carry. him, even 
againſt his will, into that Banqueting-houſle, 
the Banner whereof is Love; and might ct 
mens 
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anens$ouls, as the Workman. doth his Clock, 
that they ſhould nar fail of running the Race 
Which. is ſet. before them./ .Byt then, what 
woyld our Reaſon ſignifie;? why ſhould be 
| "make. us capable of. being wroug 
argyments 'and-;moral perſuakipns? why. ha 
he given us faculties to diſcourſe pro = cor © 
.of thjogs; and to. argue, , and, debate the cale 
-With-our ms why hath'he given us a rule 
19-4ry. our, ations, by, and ipower to judge 
. what, is good, and /what-is eval z . what can be 
ſaid for thepne, 'and' what can be. pleaded far 
the. other; which . Arguments. are ſtronger, 
-and which are weaker; which are POneerony, 
and which are ofno value. -. 
If God do nothing in vain, .what can: we 
imagine that this power of.Conlideration, js 
given for? -He that, makes a curious Veſiel of 
. Gold; doth not; intend it fora, Trough. gr 
:Waſhing:Tub. : He that enamels, a Yo do 
,not intend to throw it upon a Dung-bull. 1% 
thar builds a houſe, doth not intend it fora 
' habitation of Owls, and Rayens, and Birds of 
| ;prey-.. He that plants a rich and, kindly Fruit 
_tree, doth not jntend it for Timber in a Hog- 
.ſty.. He that makesa rich Carpet, doth.not in- 
"tend it for Diſh-clouts.. And,ſhall I think God 
more imprudent. than Man ? Shall I imagine 
that God hath, leſs foresſi ight with bim than 
duſt and aſhes? Shall he plant in me an a 
ity 
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ahd powerof 'Confidtraviot; arid'{atend 
Hy no higheraſe, tharſt6 16h and ihſted& 
me how torakea lite dui together, KoW'tb 
Feed a podr & for the Wave, 
Und how towillow with the Siyineitnth 
He that cart have ſich ſow thoughts oF Gd, 
*Geſetves to beDanii'd Roth all Hufiritie 1- 
tiety; and to-dwell with Bedfts of theWilde- 
m6; ©6d'eadll' not beſtow this! pawer'itn 
ow vain, 4454 iFnor' in valet, ft 6ught "inſt 
ly to b6” employ'd”'oh -things of the 
art mee eoriteriment 5" hd what things tre 
ofeater” eoncernment/ than ttirfiithy 
gel es df Satan with God, ard Wey- 
. Ing up treaſures there, LAGS the Moth | exh- 
_ corrtjpt:and whets Thieves eanhoe Bleak 
ugh atid ſea], | 
ry , Why ſhould Oba aſfore the: Fain, 
"Hi8' jmpepritence ſhall he- punifh'd-ith 
K=p deſira@i6h,' bit, Ghar He' would = 
"baye him Hake tſe of his feaſs - and confider 
"Tho truth and taporttahce of this hreathtis, 
'theuncertdinty of his owt If: and how 
Will certainly harden him, if hedoth not'ttith 
-with 411 ſpe&d; and how ſoon 'ruige 4nd or 
Are ion tray ſeize on him, attd' how dar 
pleafures may coſt him, and how' fearfiil it 
= be to fall ifito the hands of, an ati 
God, whoſe patience hath been abufed, who 
words have been ſcorn'd, whoſe chunderholts 
ave 
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Ta been laugh'd at, and: whaſecompaſ| 
hath been look'd. upon onely as a ſhift or 
rocn{aare men into rigorous] ſeverity... :.. 
Lord Gad!. I amnot bereft of my calag, 
when hear the Supreme Goyernquy _ 
yen and Earththreatenme 3 when [ heir <4 
Mu {its on the Cucle of che Earth, denounce 
woah and indignation again. me,- I havga 
DOIN in my head, and can IE. of men 
x my ſel. whether Fang BET Hi the 
þ- hci of God,or no? a 
great Creator, when he 07 ant th Ws. be, eh 
good-earnelt or,na2 ' 'Lhave eyes tore 
[ther there be a En "zh D £ 
mb I oo a-Ire anigrpad POVEr; hg ME, 
which enables me. to deter when. two 
ways are before-me, INES is fafelt 
wa by taken, and. whether the, tcalons for my 
turning from my 4 evil -WAYyS be.ſtrc ger, : than 
theſe 'which would: dilluade me, from it? I 
haye reaſon to/ ponder, how many Houle 
heave, with ſhifts, and excuſes, and delays, be 
the ..cauſe of their own ruinez and I 
power; to refle&, how, that if I am-guilty © 
the fame folly, I ſaall ſhort! be. \ wrapt up in 
the ſame-calamity -with ,apd what 
poor, what inconliderable comfet: it will be, 
to find thoſe men companions 1n ied ar 
iy and calamity, that have been-form 
companions to me in fan, and a, God 
ve 
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'Thave reaſon 'and vr ſerioufly to debite, 
whether there be a future judgment or no; and 
ki very little trouble may fatisfie my (al, 
that things" are ſo, as the Goſpel re clents 
het, and that there is nojeſting wit edg'd 
"tools. I have power to refle&t, that if there 
ere no more but a poſlibitity of eternal tor- 
"ments, if we could ſtrain the Notion nohigher 
- *rhan;toa 207 be, it would become a wiſe than 
\' r the wort, -and to endeavour 
apa on the' fare fide of the hedge. And hav- 
reaſon'to confider all this,/power to weigh 
& d pondet all this, and ſo to-ponder it, that 
"ny undef thuspoſles'd, may revail 
' <With my Will andaffeQions, to reſolve for cott- 
-tempt of firand of the world, I muſt nece{ſ{- 
5a conclude, 'that God expetts I ſhould pro- 
- 'ceed, and come to that ſpiritual life this way. 
And lets" o man tell me here, that this: is 'to 
"make t tman'independent' from God; and to af- 
, that men may convert themſelves, and 
'changerheirown hearts, and give themſelves 
oe reperitanctand faith, which the Scripture 
every where *afferts to be' the gift of -God': 
$| 'For God's pow power and glory is ſo far from-re- 
*ceiving "+ pearop by this Doctrine, that 
'Tknow nothing can advatice and promote it 
"more than this. aſſertion.” - It's confels'd, 'that 
nee is the work of God, but then he 
. thotdd do va part, and work ac- 
cording 
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cording tothe power he hath given me,. and, 
improve the Talentshe hath already beſtow'd, 
upon, -me, and: trade with them, and 'make 
uſe of the faculties I have, and exerciſe. them - 
as muchas I can, in order to a-ſerious change, 
of life; and in the uſe of ſuch means God will 
be found, as we ſee.in Cornelivs, AGs 10. 4. 
And his holy Spirit ſhall come down, an 
make. the work effectual, and. bleſs thoſe ho- 
neſt endeavours with grace and mercy, and 
make the wheels go merrily, which' went but 
heavy before; and turn that piety, which pro- 
ceeded from fear of Hell before, into a ſincere 
love to God, and. to the beauty of holineſs, 
and make that obedience univerſal which 
was but partial, and by halves before, and 
that's a kindly converſion. To indulge our 
ſelves in lazineſsand idleneſs, and wearineſs of 
God's ſervice, upon pretence that we muſt 
wait God's time, and ſtay till God is pleaſed 
to work upon our hearts, is no better than 
mocking of God, For God, who hath pro- 
teſted, that he'll caſt out none that will but 
come to him, and never left himſelf without 
withelſs, and isengag'd by promiſe tobe a re- 
warder to them that diligently ſeek him, 
hath no where in his Word promis'd ro work 
upon our hearts, except we willuſe ſuch means 
as he hath given us power to make uſe of in 
order to Converſion 3 and he that let's. the 
power 
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_ phiver God ag" prare him fqr: this ufc; he” 

dead, doth bur: 'imbezle the: gift of God,'andi | 
with that' unprofitable ſervant , lays up' his 
Po6turid-in a Napkin, and conſequently: caty 
2wpe@ no'otherianſwer, than was return'd'to-: 
im, Out of thime own month will I judge thet, 
thou wicked ſervant ; thou kneweft that I was- 
att inſteve man; taking up that Þ 1:id- not down, 
aid reaping that Þ did wot ſow, Whereforethen 
gitveſt not thou my monty atv the bank , that at 
my toming 1 might have vequived mine own with 
after © Theneforeis e'from hintthe pound, and. 
grove 4t to him that hath ten pounds.” And ar for 

boſe mine enemitsthat would not that T fbould 
reign over them,(and it ſeems, ſuch areallthoſe 
that will not mprove thoſe powers God hath 
given them, eſpecially this of Conſideration, 
tt order to- be reclaim'd 'from the error-of 
their ways) brong them hit her, and ſlay them be- 

reme. Lithe 19. 22, 28.” 
'' Andndeed,; he that can fit down and con- 
fider what lofles may befall him, what- miſs 
chicf may happen to him, iff he keeps compa- 
ny with a turbulent quarrelſome man, and 
thereupon ſhuns his ſoctety, will find in'the 
laft -day, that he might as well ' have fate 
down and confider'd, whatievil a finfal life 
would'bring-tipon him. His reaſon, to beſure; 
is capable of taking the one. into. confiderati- 
vn as well/asthe other ; and he that believes 
fad I { he 
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babaths Soul, wo} he Gepoſed bio rochink, 
5 that may befall has Soul : and 
Mo eration is that which repreſents. ; 
dangers .in, very lively cologrs, and by that 
means affeds,, and makes impreſſions upon; 
the whale man, there is ng perſon but may. 
ately expect, God's-blefling upon fach Conf 
derations,not upon the account of merit, but. 
becauſe God hath moſtireely, and molt gracis 
ally promisd hisaſhltance, vero ah lhew 
"thei willingnels:to wark.in hiv Vingyard. 
And thats the reaſon why' Converſion it 
Saripture is ſometimes attributed 'to man, 
ſometimes to the Father . now lights, from w, 
every. g00d and. perfet gift deſcends _— why 
weread in the-lame Prophet, Make your ſelves 
ewew heart ard. a new ſpirit, Ezek. 18. 31. Aud 
1 the Lord will give you a new beart, and a new 
ſpirit will I put within you, Excl 36. 26. Bey 
cauſeGod expets the ſinner ſhouldtake his 
ways, and prepoſterous aQions, and the danger 
which hangs over his head, into ſerious Cony- 
' fideration, repreſentthe odiouſnels, and diſin- 
genuity,and ei robleges of his ſin to his 
.mind,/ and muſe-upon that endleſs happineb 
'hemay arriveta, weighthe comfortsand con- 
Jolations he may enjoy on this fide Heaven, 
-and God willencourage him,gather the Lambs 
-with. his. arms, and carry 'them in his. boſag, 
6 anon thoſe. ncere endeayours, and wa- 
rcer 
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ter them with the dew of his berledidtion; ti | 
theby aſs of the Soul i 1s chang, and wined » 


lentils Heaven. - 
'*Confideration is the Bed inhicrt the Incor- 


ruptible Seed/is ſown, and on the groutd'thus' 
red, the-Sun of Righteouſneſs doth” 

- ſhine, and bybis' warmth produces in the Soul- 
all nranner of pleaſan frets * Cat: 7. 13: Conft- 
vol of Betheſda, ; ih the 

rear Angel of of Correa ron who {tirs the 


deration, like the 


pol, and hee a healing virtue, and ime- 
Hiately the blind teceive their ſight, and the lame 
walk. and the lepers are cleanſed, and the dead 
are raiſed up. Matth. 11. 5. 
. That God hath ſometimes by miraculous 
cans converted, and turn'd men from their 
Tecliouſiek and contempt 'of holineſs; we 
donor deny 3-but though theſe miracles might 
bethe occaſion of their Reformation, it\ was 
fill Conſideration that digeſted theſe miracu- 
Jous Providences, and engaged theſe men to 
enquire what they meant, and for what end 
they were ſent, and how they ſhould eſcape 
if they negletted. ſo great a ſalvation. It was 
this made them argue, that as theſe Calls were 
-great, and full of wonder, ſo they challeng'd 
entertainment and ſubmiſſion anſwerable to 
40' great amercy. It was this made them ſe 
the" love of ' God, and wonder whence''ir 
ſhould be, that God ſhould over-look {o 


many 


| - muſt needs fall ve- 
i eo Soul pans and fink it \n- 
tf the nethertioſt-Hell ; upon. which Confis 
dairtioisartExpoſtularions, they refolvd to 
cloſe with Otniſh: and with the r_ of the 


Goſpel. 
«But all {hisvnil more 


fully x PREWTRn oy as 


exprove, That without: Confideration;Con 


of, or Reformation of life cannot but be 
corner feir ;Converſion being a the 


Whole rhan;/ahd loving Cod? better than the 


World, ot tfitiding Heaven more than Earth, 
atl/iriimortal Sout more thars a frail dyingBo- 
dy;there canitiothing be magin'd, und 
thore likely- to prevent our being deed 
with a: fornt'of PR tharr-Confideration: 
Thit- the y ordinarily transforris 
Nienfelf neo att Ang el of lights -and impoſeenp= 
your minds: by ; | 6 yirtues, as it & 
His miereſt;/{6 tris a thingias' common as aur - 


eldmg to-thaipeations ofthat narare. Dat 
exper ſufffcienwitnets, how men 
with varmſh arid ſo 


olÞicry, an lrter themes that they are 


(66J) 
erdain'd 'tocttriiabdife, and inia;way to theſe: 
Biiigions'of Bbſsrwhen they a) ArEAOt: *Beekulſe; 
teraoknowidlgernnd piofels,;that, Gags; 
mute, per feafgorious,,afhd the: Sypyeme; 
Grermnour of the Worldgand:thatin big we. 
live, and breathe; .and. mt logiont 
that!its he that) oules the gbra —_ of Por; 
vidence, they San Karoo m-Letterr 
than their riches-or plealutes: here, when they; 
doinothing les, andeed no-nore: but . what. 
Parrors-may do; which! beingitaught, ican;;r&> 
peat the ſame words, andbe never the_ nearer 
thatwiſdom which makes imen- wie unyostal- 
vation:© We ſcerhow men, becauſe they;haye 
nd jnclmation-+to 'fome oroſs notorious; fins 
thatoorber mengare guilty of;:aft APt tO, £933 
eidey that 'they{mortifie their hats, apd'pug 
offrtit works ofdarknefs, walking ſoberly,as 
axtheday-time 3: and becauſcithey frequentthe 
Tondple of: the:Ekord, they: ate;preſently . Fug 
henrersof; theWord. Becauſe fuch a; man, js 
not'dnink evyery.thay, but ts-lober now and 
ahen;-he believes: Him(cl to; be\a,muery. tempe> 
raveman.:i Anathers becauſe he doth not cheat 
£x'rmtorioufly as his Neigh gw, concludes 
he'isjuſt; honeſt; pright; and fir, in his deg); 

Another; uf he werkschard in his 
'Calling,” andaxthnobedy wroog, fancies be 
HAotb bll thatis:fiv fora: Chyſtian:to do. , An- 


ya a adn” Daſh. ſometimes a good 
big! thought 


(63) 
thongh&0fG0d,;!and cat ſend tpa-ſhort- eja- 
culation to Heaven, is very confident he me- 
ditates 'ahd' contemplates the Almighty. - An- 
other, bevaule he hath} fome faint 'breathings 
' after him; knowsnothingto the contrary, but 

heis as\zealous for God's glory, asary of his: 
acquaintancecan be. Another, becauſe he hath: 
now-and” then a melancholy thonght of his 
fins, and confefſesrhemi to Almighty God;con-* 
cludes hexdoth:repent as well as the beft -'and 
becauſehe oftenwiſhes for ſalvation; and hith 
a good'opinion of holineſs and goodneſs, he: 
doubts 'not- but he 1s made partaker of the 
DivineNature. 1 7 YNEERF 6:21 
> That theſe-are Cheats and Deluſion; is evi- 
dent'to any-rational: man: ” The Goſpetidotht 
not offer Heaven on theſe*terms, andit is not 
partial, bur univerfal* obedience that Chriſt 
requires of his followers.- He is reſolved Hea- 
ver: ſhall coft them mflote'than theſe litrle fer- 
vices comets, arid they ſhall not impoſe tip- 
on God; however-they may deceve:therm- 
felves.- Butthen,/ howiſhall theſeor anyother 
 Cheats' be :diſcover'd/!and ' avoided; bur by 
Conſideration 2 Trite Converfiory confiſts iv 
reliſting and conquering ſuch Deluli6ns; bur. 
how ſhalÞ they be-rreſiſted, "if cthey- be riot 
known? how ſhalt they be known if ren 
bonne rm r tg =. txake;be 
either | agretable- ro:the:'1 hath: pre- 
$ F "£29 Crib'd, 


| ; "— ——— 
6rb6,ofie yobrlngabrmia cactogyin s 


they awy 27 5. 
:t's Conderation mull manifelt which is 
Ged,'and which is the Gloxd 3 onde Gold; 
and'which-ts but Guilt. which are the Waters 
of Jorden, and whibh aretheRivers oo #orpere: 
ec :3\ which; is the Ger, and; which-:are: the 
Tatess which arethe fierj Tongues, and: which 
is: the. Glow-wort light: which: :ave!: 5a 
hands, and whichirethe hands:at:Efaw«! - 
{ 'Fhere: are yor (@ few-fitis whit loo: yory! 
myctiiheartucss complying with: mens far 
_ perigslooks:lo like Humilisy, Flattory ſa ks 
that Charity which bears all things, arid hopes 
all things,and believes all things, » ankoadwes | 
All things, reviting again/whenweare cevi'd, 
ſs ne dog juſtices: warkdly-mndediie6, fa 
lke:'pr vg for rar} Famvities 3 tying: tor 
pope les. like ky . work. of: _—_ ond 
ſclf:pteſer vation 3.) and bearing a 
wa Pyrcj ronweynF wiehwot Ste 
tike: our /pafs 
vhiok:t divesconh- 
except they confi» 
be hich pac nd which the Bs 


How like fiving 'knowle miledge) deck 
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vos ©," 
of thefulne&-of Chriſt 2] There is no diſtins 
$of them, butby the cffedts;; and how 
I the effects be diſcriminated, but by Con- 
fideration. I cannotavoid being deceiv'd, if I 
do -not- fit down. and refle&t; Lord 1 1 
tend to knowledgeot the Crok of Chriſt, bas 
doth this knowledge make me humble and 
vile mamas eyes? ooh _ diſcover tO 
me my {piritual poverty, and make me: prefer 
-of_ fgrioes my {dlt? -Doth iw:make mg - 
-_ prize Chriſt or all? and doth-it ny 
"me #6 c0unt all things droſt and dung, 


' *gxcellenty of the knowledge of Chriſt Doth'i [hn 


.  imakeme ſtand under the Croſs of Chrift, and 
' =breatheand- pant after his precious blood, like 
4 man 'truly ſenfible a of the worth and 
wafit of it ? -Doth-it produce that. mind ire me; 
which was in Chriſt Jeſas £ Doſtthou feel this; 
O my 80ul >. How. happy art thou, if thou 
art ſenſible of theſe operations ? Do. not des 
ceivethy elf, doth not this knowledge thou 
preceded to, make thee ſecure and careleſs? 
th/it not make thee fit down contented 
without the life of Religion? 'Doth/it note 
effiigde thee to believethat thou arta Chri- 
pnnogh thou doſt not imitate- Chriſt in! . 
his holy life and converfation 7 Does it not 
- take thee proud and flfeconceited, and rhinke ©; 
morehighly of thy {elf than thou ' © 7 
think's and, like the- Phuriſees, look between || 
F 3 anger 


.  Jelubinthee? 
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angetand ſcorn on thoſe that ktiow:hot the 


Law 3-:if fo; how is the knowledge:.of Chriſt 
: ;zTheſame may be iſaidof Faith 3 it's-Conſi- 
deratioh muſt fepatate 'it from preſumptian, 
and'\fatisfie me whether.itbe of the true Eagle- 
kind orno; it's impoſſible. to. know . whether 
my Faith; be of the: right ſtamp ar no, with; 
out I :make ſuch inquifion as this, ;:Fatth 1s a 

iſt orifruit of the Spirit,, which;Iam apt to 


leve God hath bleſ&d-and' enrich'd my: 


Soul. withall, and I thank him that I am. nat 
bornan Heathen or Infidel.. But what powes 
bath -myiFaith upon my Afﬀections? Doth it 
punfie my heart, and drive away. thoſe luſts 
that 'haye taken up their reſidence there 2? 
Leth it make me cut off my right -hand, and 


pl out my right eye, when they: do. offend. 


me? Doth it make me live hike a perſon that 
believes the Omnipreſence and Omniſcience 
of Gad? Doth it' make me cautious- and 
afraid of offending that: Gad whom TI belicye 
ta/be of purer eyes than to behold iniquity? 
Doth it make me embrace Chriſt, both as my 


Redeemer: and Governour, both as my. Sar. 


V1igur -and my King 2 Doth 1t cleyate my 
thoughts, and make me ſtudy how I ſhall ad- 
yarice Gad's glory, and do much good: in my 
| har wget Doth it rouze my Soul from her 
\umber, and make me look and act like one 


con- 
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coticern'd ahd*touch'd with *x' ſenſe” of #55 


ther life? Doth it work by tove? And' doth 
it drive me to give God: my Jearelſt and tens 
dereſt love ? Doth it work by charity too, 
by. good works ? And dot 1 it make me Caſt 
ty Bread upgn the water, give away. freely | 
and cheatfuily,.'though I have no prolpett, 
and ſee no probability of. a recompent& here 
on earth? Doth itmake me deſpiſe the Woild; 
and overcome it, and ule it anely as 'my' fer- 
vant, while God alone is my Maſter?” Duth it 
make me reſiſt the Devil, .and grapple with 
powers and principalities, with the rulers of dark- 
meſs, and with ſpiritual wickedneſſes in high 
places 2 Epheſ. 6. 12. , Doth it make me pray 
with fervency ,and importunity? Doth it 
tranſport my Soul 'into raviſhments upon the 
light of yonder glorious things, God hath: laid 
up and prepared for thoſe that love hitt? 
Doth'it make' me rejoyce in that *Saviour 1 


| havent ſeen withjoy unſpeakable ahd fall of 


glory? Does it make me truſt God in adver- 
ty, even then when the Fig-tree doth not. bloſ- 


ſom, when there is no fruit in the Vine, when. 


the labour of the Olive fails, and the Field does 


gield no meat ; when the Flock is cut off from 
the Fold, and when there are"no Herds in the 


Stalls 2 ' Hab 3.717. Doth itmakeme takeno- 
tice of God's gracious Dealings 'and Provi- 


dences, andadmire God's Wiſdom'and Great- 


F 4 nels, 


FY = x 
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ae ©. - 

Power, and. Goodneſsin all? 
TY prize the Promiles of the Coll 
he00 all I and Sl, It make me -wil - 

er for Chg Rejayce, O my Soul, 

hx by bath thus warm armd thy heart, ahd 1 
[7.20 findeſt theſe footſteps of God withig | 
thee! Thele are qruaments fit for thee eY . | 
pear in before the great -Tribunal. the - 
qther Hide, what eaſe. what quiet can "th ou 
thjoy, if thy faxth” be'dead, and gull, and up- 
SITE ifit doth not touch thy. tongue with a 
ks om the. Altai r, and doth not make thes 
break forth into Coltrane and. naps 


vt the heighth, and breadth, and length, an 
de th of t clove of God? If thou fceleſt ng 
kaug free In thy Soul, to ſhake off every 
- bt, and every fin which doth fe eaſily 
thee? If thy faith does not make th 
oo By Vi and break. throu 00g of 
[couragements and oppofitions, to. 
oy &f thy faith, cven thy falyation?.. 
oh Hit. make th cort om Ante. IK 
Mr <raragane. Fr an fall? It 
ir doth Not - I Dikontenti In. a rol mea- 
- fure ffom thy thoughts, and-dath. nor give 
| bes bowels of compaſſion to Miniſterg, tothe 
ervants of -Gad, to Chriſt's diſtreſſed Mem- 
bers ?. If it doth not. drive thee into Heayen, 
Int o Contemplations of a glorious Eternity, 
Wick ſhall make amends for all the lo 


troubles, 


| (nn) 
ales. perils, miſcries, and difficulties thay 
undergoeſt bere? Ifit dath-yot make thee 
prefer Chriſt's honour and will, before, the 
allurements of fleſh and: blood, andthe 
aryl oy of toe who dig i Col beer 
familiarity with the richeſt Ea 
calt « God? Laws behind op ? Ti woes 
\ patience 1n 


denial, no mecknels and injuries, . 
and perſecutions ? pda 4 to ſtand up for 
God, and for. bis no delight 
word and ways 0 0 no fincere —_ 
Vours. to what thou heareſt ? no reliſh 
in ſpiri pgs? F-a boly FEVenge! upon BY 
Formed tions? no indignation a , 
? no caxefulneſs to pleaſe yy 
—_— deſires after himwha is fairer _ 
the children afmen ? ; 
- Faith thus canſider'd, if it be but a painted 
fire, will quickly betray it ſelf; and this Cony 
ſideration wull 1oon give an itern to the ſinner, 
that this 1s no good oundation.,.to build etex- 
pal @alvation on, . Inthis jaja wy as oblig'd 
to 1n- our; prayers and ſupplications. 
FL aancke muſt —_— us, po wy 
be. the defires af gur hearts, or the deſires E 
our lips onely, that we offer unto Gadz whe- 
ther it be.a deep ſenſe of ourſpiritual wants 
and neceſſities, and of the Greatneſs, TD, 
Purity, HolineG, Mercy, and Goodach of 


9" & I os Hos ©. £ > on : . 
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. - wb "6 


6oY that makes 8'pray, or Cuſtsjn, and Edits 
catibn, #hd "Civ fry to our unruly Con- 
ſjenees? © appt 
< "$01 11 -our Dilteiburions © to the Neceſſities 
of 'others , Cohlideration maſt ' acquaint is, 
wiilther we'give enough orno,' whether 'we 
falfl-the Rules'Chriſt and his Apoſtles have 
deliverdconcertiing i it,and whether it bevaim- 
fot hiver theapp Tauſe of men, that makes us 
hberal, and Mifpeak of our libera lity, or an 
honeſt deſi; Igr to advance the glory of Goth, 
od the'good-of our Neighbour ? 
'SoinFaſting, Conſideration muſt acquaint 
us; whether' it be the outward performance 
'wedo regard more, than the inward frame'of 
'theSoul ? whether it be areal, ſincere reſola- 
tion to'mortifie (in, that engages us to this ſe- 
verity, or anintent of giving God fatisfati- 
on for the affronts we have offer'd him, and 
whether the auſterity makes ſin truly bitter to 
us, and works an eternal deteſtation of it in, 
our hearts3'or whether 1t diſpoſes us to” fall 
on afreſh, and tempts us upon thecredit of that 
piece of Mortification, to venture” into new 
Ny and enormities> * 
' Soin our zeal for God, Confideration with 
acquaint us,'whether we are 'more paſſionate 
iri things, which concern -the honour of-God, 
-thanin promoting of our own intereſt; whe- 
FREE it bea zeal according unto cu——_ 
an 
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and kindledþy the Sun of Righteouſneſs; or 


_ furious; and lighted by the flames ofthe burn= 


ing Lake; and-whether we are zealous forthe 
reater as well as for the lefler matters of the 


w, for- Judgment, Faith, and Mercy, as well 


as for paying Tythe-of Mint, and Cummin, and 


riſe 8 + gk DISTLAREE: 
. Without Conſideration, our Souls. muſt ne- 
cellarily remain undef yery great darkneſs and 
miſtakes, and conſequently run the hazard of 
being-cheated in-the work of Converſion. 
How ſhould theſe Cheats be diſcover'd but 
by our reaſon ? How ſhall our reaſon judge 
of them, but by Conſideration 2 For Conſide- 
ration calls them to an account, lays them 
open, Examines their riſe and. progreſs, dif- 
covers them to be drols, and (pies out the dan- 
ger they involve the Soul in, and by that 
means works it into a faithful reſolution to 
take another courſe. 


CERAP/ Tv. 


or the hers _ and). FIC x 
ge difficulty 
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ie, , than be thee is in 


EE 
A ry yet gray of: 
 — heir atbeivfhl gain”) Bearthey fall Jafl 3 
-  qpetarefioh Joon ng: wah: Os 
: Bed ke'sf it Fas box 
Miſkch TO der ation” Ape 
raged ns a. Neſt 
R this neceſſar 
kuey with the Notion «fol 
* din for thor fe Work N 


Onſfideration, a Duty i great, fo nokls, 


(C; {o neceflary, one would think ſhould 
find futable entertainment with all- men that 


{o beneficial, who can ima- 
contrary, but every - man will 


the Gueſt 


pts 
| oper? his doors, and let it in? &, 
yt 


roars tes 4 rect xo 

out a M _—_—— 

Darken the ——— Tay ne ſee” : 
| . Sun 


pretend to reaſon, or wiſdom, or diſcretion; - 


_ . 
wa. A ” 
i 


FF — where t07lay:its head >::Does:noti every-amait 


|  latleration anno but have the love; snd-emy 


4 bhivs 
E.. jon KP Is It \not every mans: nerelt 


a RI . 
Sun ?,;Canfideration, that direts me, how 1 


' waybea Friend of God, get room; in; his boy 


Gome; ſling with Angels, triumph! with Sera 
phih, Pe; at the tight band of a glorificd [Rey 
deeracr, ſtand hetorevthe Throne of God, ferve 
him:day and pi _ ,18-bis:FTemple; and bt freed 
Goniall-poſtbility: of Gn, and mifery; from, all 
dilcontent- and vexation of ſpirit !-Is it po; 
Gblea Melſicnger-of that worth;-and"betuey, 
and--ex&tHNency,;; atiipvant: a: lodging? Is: it 

poliablerit: ſhould: fare 2no) better: than the 
GREAT. JESUS beddfitur>ofs; place 


defire;taibe happy? INid! ever; Anya hate 
nfleſh > Way.ever any.miar6iplavewith 


ſmdy bow to-preventit? Andthewfare, Gon- 


' brages ofi/all;perſons, 'that do: not, arake\ ſport 
mg. firebrands, and death, _ arrews, 

Prov, 26: 189,199; i 9010 (0 
/ \$oj ancjmapbrtia] ſetious man; would: think, 


yebro qus:griefandifirrow we findy that men 
nm þ 


from:1t; as:fram the , and ' de 
as/Tant avoid it, ds they. wo\ do Rats- 
ave; orSublimate;or Night: ſhade. This will 


'Remora's..onIm 
_ this Par4cen, and: rr) 
the water _ araud cure: £þ 


_ e:me in the uns Leg, Ho. a6 —- 
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_ defect: are, 4 
E: prong tot eohoktoens) ar he that hath" a 
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ro tnq \uire 


cover Fortis "It's? ES 94 
a Tree'donot. 


mitothe'teaſons of any.decay 


thrive, if Flowers do wither i the Bud, if x 


Child do not grow, or iPthe Wateri of a'Ri- 
ver fails, the firſt thing: w6ido,18, ro enquire 
where the ſto = hn 1s, an what thebanſes'6 the 


thinps'do not profper ac- 


neyardinavery fraitfull Hill, andfences it; 


ab Godcenhe Glas ouCot it,: and plants'it 
withy the chiviceſt-Vite; and builds! P; Tower 


i$x:theimidft-of it, and makes: a Wine-preſs 


= may n= ry = Goon Koper 


when of Woedichat i Stink þ orth grapes, 


b wildgrapes fs. 51 132535 4+ 
and- impediments of Cont? 


ay > 7efvit. Where's perſon dtigeolex- 


tricate imſelf from the ſnares of ſenſe , -and 


venture" this work; the y 
fears *he*fll: loſe a»Subjett-; anda 0$6ut 
will be otit of:;his clutches; und he 
ſball' not. be able to.chotd the: fimeriin his 
>5pt, Or binder him-from- :facrificing:to"the 
Lord Ms'God. -And;beinga Spirit that-lives 
Upon Emoy; enjoys. hi zualice, and/finds his 
py -ſarrfaction .in-deſtroying mens Soils; 
muſt ſappoſe he kewwesno ſtone uniturif'd, 

17704: no 
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ideras, 


- what .is behind. itz, remove._the 


('79.), 

no ſtratagem,untri'd, no meang,.unattempted, .. 
to; hinder, mer froma ſerious RE She 
their thoughts.and\ imagmarians, 

: There is.ſuch beaut ih .luch Ls inche! 
ways of God, notwith andidgthe coarſe 
fide, that ſhould A PET by FIN C4 Co 
ration, be. tempted. to litt up.the 
- . I SETS 
Aſhes, and rake a yiew. of thatwhich is urler= 
neath 5 Open, the, Iron gate, and. behgldthe. 
Gold ;within,z unlock the:Cabinet, ang 
the. Jewels, there, he. would: molt ; cer ly: 
be raviſh'd; with the {ight, ek, not ſtay oY 
hour longs in ihe chamber J 
Devil knows k-2 79, Cachl Dh | 
Tathon is a Tiee, Lite, t 
forth their ads. and. take "0s, E. n= 
tat and live tor cver, we may. zafiogally 
lieve, bell, xp6s; their endeayoursto th ane. 
molt; {o. that we may ſuppoſe as. ny impe- 
dzments. of . Conſideration, as.the. Devil can 
invent ſtumbling-blocks to,throw In, the way 
to this Duty.;; however let.s, take ; a Tixp 'of 


hd 


ſameof the principal, | eg ere 
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<q ” iThe fancieg di vl offi. I iy FRET 
#gr_there. | ol: bip.in't men, ge 
Sane... But, IE arg the dar rey ol 


Men to.theit.own bappjneb, that the) 
Hay difficulties | in things. they a are loth Q a 
an 
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inte they thiteline 1 cry nit; Thad ire 
hare: and riot to be complies but 6 ey ti 
nitedeal of. trouble, becauſe 
= d fromthe performance of pradtiſe of 
| Dec: myrpoc School-boys to 
7h the Task their Maſter 4 fets them; 
| ig owe ter mittid'to/ ay > 
e Solomon's Yor 
girl prpoahti=y way " + 
Be welt valo-tta} there 8 
$Snt it hisown bran, no confideta- 
"1 Ae ical, What aret the own. ras 
: 6 Ry, that this ſeriouſcond 


Kiki tr which none 


g can reach, 


n'withoutindi «nt | 

4510 tnarttha {enfible; {that Geldis 

bertirehan Glaſles and Rattles; orthat Peatls 

\Qughtto be priz'd and valu'd.more than Pe- 

| Vieb: | "There i 1s ets Crpable 'of- ap- 
ehet nd three make fix," 'Sf 


they would be; 
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| ptureſpeaks ofbe true or no, whether the pro- 

miſes and threatnings of the Goſpel are things 
that belong:tohim orno 3 whether helivesup 
to the precepts of Chriſtor no, and: what will 
be the conſequence of his contempt of mercy, 
and*what*may be the means of eſcaping the 
wrath to come, and whether an endleſs glory 
. be not mfinitely better, than a few hours 
| Pageantry;: and everlaſting enjoyment more 
fatisfa&tory than momentary pleaſures, and 
eternal re(t more defirable than a tranſitory ti- 
tillation'#: | ogy 5 ; 
+, What difficulty is there in this. Conſidera- 
tion, what Rocks, what Precipices are there 
here, that muſt be ventur'd on to bring it 
about? I fce:a whole, ſtreet on fire, and am 
{truck into:amazement, and cannot I conkhider 
how dreadful everlaſting fire muſt be ?_ I con- 
ſider, 1'ts worth fitting up late, and riſing ear- 
ly, and running up and down to get a live- 
-hhood ; 'andcannot I conſider, how tar more 
rational its to {weat, and toil, and labour for 
-an- everlaſting inheritance? 1 can conſider 
-with delight, how much caſe and content I 
ſhall enjoy, when ſuch an Eſtate I have the 
reverfion-of doth fall ; and cannot I conſider 
: how happy thoſe mult be, that after their pa- 
. tient continuance inwell-doing, ſhall be poſ- 
{c(s'd of glory, and honour, and immortality, 
'andeternal life? I can conſider how pleaſant, 
" G how 


\ 


(02), 
how glorious a thing itis to hive; in the gaod; 
opinion of' my Prince, under the. Perk and 
gracious looks A-jom BenefaGtorz and: cannot 
I conlider what a "Kiickry 
that- enjoy the light wr God's cpuntenarice# 
Here's bat changing the ob 
can conſider, how difingemous'and fordid a 
thing it- is -r0, aft againſt 2 man, that hath 
raisd meoutof duſt, -T advanci'd me:to; 
dignity and preferttiefit ; cannbt T confider, 
what baſeneſs and diſpenerous... ratitude 
x muſt be to provoke that God who mam» 
tains, me, and prefetves me, and: without 
| whomT eannot breathe or move2 I.that Can 
conlider the reaſonableneſs of ' ſorrow-and 
grief where I have offended, anddone-a fig- 
nal injury to my Superiour, cannot I conſider 
how juſt and equitable it is, when: I look oh 
that Saviour, whom my fins have-pierc'd,] to 
70urn as heartily, as one that mourns for his 
— Why ſhould- not my amderſtand- 
ſerve me to conftder the one as / well:as 
ws other 2 Spiritual things areithe moſt ad- 
equate and moſt proper objets of my under- 
ſtanding. They are the propet fuel for that 
flame which cheriſh -and feed it; and: make it 
riſe, and ſoar to Heaven. What eVEF COncerris 
| provifion for the fleſh, or for this:preſent life, 
x butaſceondary object, more os and 
permiſſion, than by deſign. For Got's _ 


doth-attend them; 
And I hat 
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(93) 
in: giving us underſtandings, was, that they: 
raight be receptaclesof ſpiritual Truths;Storer 
hanſes-of inviſible Treafures; Contriyances 
how: we may-get our Þodily wants add ne+ 
ſupplied, for ought I know maybe 
d,and! order'd by ſenſe alone, with» 
out:reaſon,) a thisfublime faculty of m4 
oceans, is we ſee 10. Beaſts and ignobler 
Amimak, which. being ſtrangers 'to this privis 
ledge, ark: directed Ek by ſenſe, furniſh- 
theinſelves with neceſlaries , conveniencies; 
and{uperfluwes: _ Go tothe Ant, thou ſinggard, 
conſider ber wage, and: bewiſe, which having 10 


giide, overſeer, or ruler, provideth her meat 'in 


the Summen, aud gathereth her food in the Hers 


_- Prov;64:6;7, 8. 


But what will not-meri call difficult, if they 
are unwilling' to do what they ſhould: And 
who ſecsnot; thatthis 1s but a ſhift to Grisfie 
their, Conſctences, that they. may not twinch 
them : for the omiſhon; ahd-they muſt have 
ſome- plea, leſt they ſhould/6d bare-fac'd; and 
feein to affront God without cauſe or in 
tion. And indeed this plea 18a true ſtroke of 
the Devil, for though the way to deſtruction 
be far more craggy, and invcincly fuller-of 


P recipices, than the way to life, witneſsmens 


ng through infamy, the hatred of their 


Frientls, the Aleatare of: their Relations, 
the-tences:of Modeſty, - the ſcorn —— 


G 2 


(84) 
theindignation ofa conſuming Fire, toget at 
fin;oWwitnefs the venturing ſometimes their: 
Fortunes, ſometimes their - Lives; ſometimes 
thairReputation, ſometitnesthe ruine of their. 
Eamhes, to pleaſe the Devil 3 yer:the bxoad- 
way being down, whereas the ſtrait.'1s 
tall, his: perfuafion prevails the 'faoner, 'that 
the former is infinitely more facile 'and” eafie5 
_ and:thus he brings: an evil report//upon: the 
good: Land, particularly upon Confideration, 
thegreat Ladder whereby menimauft climb:to 
Heayen, and hard it muſt be,:th nothing 
be: more caſte: [tisa- thing portable, and-1s 
always tobe had;'it's always. in ſeaſon, al- 
ways athand, always within call, no burthen 
m a Journey, no load ina Voyage, men may 
carryit with them where-everthey go ; when 
they are travelling, when they ſtay at homes 
1ncompany, and out of company ; when they 
are: walking, . when 'they- are-fitting down3 
when they go to:bed, when they riſe ; they 
need! not run beyond-Sea | to. fetch it;,-:nor 
-eyolve many Booksto be Maſters of it 5 they 
need not fail tothe: Artipodes' to compals it, 
:nor:dig under-ground to find itz they need 
znot>ranſack. the [dies to enrich themſelves 
:with-it, nor venture. fhip-wracks to bring it 
zhomes: they need not ſell Lands and Houles 
:te-purchaſe ir, nor run the' hazard of Sword 
AndFircto ſecure it ; they.need-not clamber 
©(3; "ip Mountains 
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(8s) 
Mountains to: poſſeſs it, nor , wade- through 
Riversto inherit it. They carry this Treaſurein 
their hearts, and it mult be meer (Juggiſhneſs 
if they let it lie there, and.make no BE of it. 
Theyhr is hid under the aſhes, and they need 
butTtir it, and blow it, and it will ſoon flame 
out 3 and God hath made the duty fo. ealie 
on purpoſe, that men might not be deluded by 
the Devil, into a belief of its impoſlibility. 
Strange ſtupidity ! they do not think it hard 
to carry Talents of Lead, or Mountains of Sin 
on their backs, and yet they think Conſidera- 
tion hard; even that Conſideration, which, 
hke a faithful Friend, would tell them how to 
be rid of that heavy Load they bear, a Load, 
which would immediately fink them into 


. Hell, but that the Devil puts under his ſhoul- 


der, and helps them to carry it, and, fo they 
feel it not. They do not think 1t hard to dig 
into Hell, and yet they think Conſideration 
hard, which would teach them a way how to 
quench that fire. They do not chink 1t hard 
to be oppreſs'd by a moſt bloody Ulurper, 
and yet they think Conſideration hard, which 
would ſhew them how they might ſhake off 
that yoke, which neither they nor their Fore- 
fathers were ever able to bear. They. donot 


think ithard to obey every little Slave, every 


Glly -Luſt,.. every common Soldier, . 1n' that 


_ Camp, of which themſelves might be the Ge- 


G 3 nerals, 


(86) 
nerals5/ and yet they think: Conſideration! 
hard;/which would free them from that Fy- 
ranny,/and acquaint them with-a. way how 
they might be Kmgs and Prieſts unto God,and 
ſhine as the Stars im the Firmament for ever. 
O men unwile,and flow of heart, to believe 
_ #1 that the Prophets have ſpoken z you thao 
have courage to meet an Army inthe field; 
and, to uſe Fob's:exprefiion, have roufidence to 
vob -4t the glittering' ſpear ' and' the fhield, 
Fov39. 23. you that have courage to plow 
the Sea, to face a Canon, to mock a ſhower of 
Arrows, - to ſtand under a Volly: of Shot, to 
fight Duels, to expoſe your Lives, to lay 
Siegeto a Fort, to endure the noiſe of Guns, to 
hear the claſhing of Swords, to he onthe cold 
CO many nights together, or' to have an 
rm or Leg cut off, to preſerve the ſounder 
parts of your bodies; you that have courage 
to do all this, and do not think wr: hard, ſhall 
you think Confideration hard'? ' even . that 
;onfideration that would make you live like 
men, and free you from the rubbiſh, the lapſed 
poſterity of Adam lies groaning under: you 
that do things every day almoſt mach harder, 
and much more difficult than Confideration's, 
will you ſeruple that which may-be/perform'd 
with greater.caſe; and which yow ave' more 
anney to, thart adventurimg on the Dangers 
Thavemaitiond? oo 90 100 
221 Wha | IL. In- 


{ 
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, FI. IEnpediment. © 

--H. Love of the World, -and: being continually 
employ'd about ſenſuzt objeFs; This is another 
impediment of Conſideration. And indeed 
we neednot wonder to fee men negle&ful and 
catele6-of this: great: and *neceſlary work, 
when the World takes up their hearts, and 
engroffes' their affetions; when we ſee how 
all their Plots; Dehigns, Contrivances, Deſires 
are for the Warld, and when they mind onely 
fefply things, as the Apoltle phraſes it, Phil. 

4 A 
? What I' mean by the World, none can be 
ignorant of, that have either read what wiſe 
men have .written concerning it, or hath 
heard the Word of the Goſpel Gude in his 
ears: For indeed, it's not the leaft part of our 
Commiſſion to dehort and diffuade men from 
fixing ther affections on thefe fublunary ob- 
jets, and but that continual inculcating of” 
the fame thing would make our Auditors nau- 
feate the molt wholeſome Leſions, we could 
not do'them greater ſervice, than by making 
ſuch Dehortations the perpetual ſubject of our 

mons: 

All that is in the World, is the ſt of the 
fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of 
life, (aith the great Divine, 1 Joh. 2. 16. What- 
eyer outward object ſerves to gratifie ſenſe, 
what ever here below is moſt commonly de- 
52 G 4 fired 


fired and luſtcd after,. what ever makes for ſa- 
tisfation of the fleſh, or of our ſenſual appe- 

tite, all is comprehended.underthis name. 
And indeed it is. with theſe worldly com- 
forts, as it 1s with the Garden. of Eden; ſome 
are for food, ſome for trial 3, ſome! to keep our 
Bodies ſerviceable to our Souls; ſome toprove. - 
our Souls, whether they1l reſt on theſe bro- 
ken Reeds, or ſeek reſt and acquieſcence in 
him, that is the Creator of all. And accor- 
dingly the Almighty thought fit to. limit the 

uſe of theſe terreſtrial felicities, and to figni- 
fie in his Word, that his intent in giving them, + 
was, that they ſhould be our nn not: 
our maſters; that hedelign'd them as advans. 
tagesto us, not hinderances in .admirivg and 
adoring the immenſe goodneſs and bounty of 
God, and that he appointed them for: our uſe 
no farther, than they would ſerve to promote 
-his glory, and the eternal felicity of our 1m- 
mortal Souls. But here we find.men generally, 
live the reverſe of God's deſigns and inten- 
tions, and in ſtead of ufing theſe vitible com- 
forts.in order to a greater-end, make that their 
home, which was intended onely for their 
Inn, and are for ereCting Tabernacles to dwell 
there, which God defign'd onely as a thorows 

fare. | A4i6- 

And to this unhappineſs, prepoſterous edy- 
cation, which moſt men are ſubject to,. doth 
very 


(89) | 
very much contribute. For whereas we fhould, 
be educated mto Reaſon, and atight appre-; 
henfion of things, we are uſually educated in-. 
toſenſe and deceptionsz and thoſe that have; 
the care of us, and ſhould teach us ſelf-denial. 
in . theſe outward. things, and 'by that meags, 
engage our Souls.to; fix on nobler objects, do, 
commonly preſent us with nothing -but fen-, 
ſual. ſatisfactions. All their Diſcourſes to us 
are-of the World, and of the magnificenc 
greatneſs, ſplendor, and raviſhing aſpedts 0 
thele outward gaieties; and the firſt. princi- 
ples they teach us, are how topleaſe ſenſe, and: 
to pamper our appetite; and though now and 
then they teach us ſome little Notions of Di- 
vinity, yetit is 1n ſuch a ſenſual way, that it 
amounts to no more, than a formality and 
divertiſement, and being a thing that's taught 
by the by, it makes little or no impreſſion up- 
on our affections. 2 _ 

But- whatever diſadvantages men he under 
upon the account of their Znſual education, 
one would think, when they cometo the full 
nſe of their reaſon, and are capable of under- 
ſtanding the vanity, emptineſs, unconlſtancy; 
of theſe lower objects, and of; apprehending 
that they were onely zntended: as Ladders, to 
raiſe them into. comemplations ot their, great 
BenefaQtor- in. Heaven, when. they arrive, to 
this, ripencls of. underſtanding; come ook d 
e520] | thetr 
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their Apprenticeſhip, ſet up for themſelies, 


became, as it were, - their 'own Maſters, and 
enter upon the poſſeſſionof thatEſtate, which 
before was managed by others 3 one would 


chink, I ſay, they ſhould then begin (as there is - 


pu 
ol 


commonly an alteration of our temper, upon 
the alteration of our conditions arid fortunes) 
ro recific thoſe ſenſual principles, which their 
Nurſes and Tutors have ſhed into them, and 


, waſh away the ſtains thoſe fond Maſters'("as 


re that: Olympian Vidor,, be ſtifled! with 
vfies ) have unluckily imprinted on- their 
Souls. 

- Butalas! there are ſo very few, that having 


indeed men may be kilF'd by kindneffes, and 


thetr appetites 'to the obedience of 'Reaſon 
and Religion, or ſeek to elevate their Souls 
above the dung and troubleof the World, ac- 
cording to the intent oftheir/Maker, thatmoſt 
men fink deeper and deeper into the gulph 
of ſenſual defires, open the" gates wider, make 
the door largerfor ſenſual fatisfaftion to enter 
in; nay, if it be modeſt and loth to enter; 
compel it to come in, and. give their ſpirits an 
infuſion of carnality, water and keep warm 
the ſeed of worldly inclinations, and find out 
ways to increafe their Thirſt, add. heat'to their 


Fever, po ie their ſenſual appetite to'en- 
largeit (elfas Hell, and fearing they have = 


ethusfar, ſtop, and attempt to captivate 


| (91) 
beenſoSeciently; or faithfully, <nough inſtry- 
ed in the enjoyment of thele worldly fel, 
cities; they try experiments and concluſions tg 
find out new fſatisfactions, and, thus plung 
themſelves into the main Sea, being charged 
by the Sun-beams playing and glittering up= 
on the water, and curling of the waves;. and 
the  imprefſions 'which were made on ; the 
Was, when ſoft and tractable, remain when 
it is grown harder and now Þy a .continy 
hurry of worldly cares and bunctlcs which 
they are content to admit of, they make thei 
Souls the leaſt obje& of their ſolicitude; .an 
were they ask'd, as that profane Duke, What 
they think of. Heaven? it's like they would 
anfwer in his language, or think fo, or at] 
aQt-as it they Dnges fo, That they have [a 
mmch buſineſs on Earth, that they caunot think of 
Heaven, Thus their very ſpirits become fleſh, 
and their Souls turn to earth as well as their 
Botiies. 

; Whence it comes to paſs, that their minds 
being .. altogether ſenſual, impregnated with 
worldly cares and fatisfations, and all ther 
facukies /imploy'd in contriving how to get a 
greater {hare of Earth than they have already, 
or at;-leaſt to keep,and preſerve what they 
have, there is no room for this Confideration 
of theit: ſpiritual 'eftate or condition: They 


hearkentonotbing with any zeal, or attention, 
40 , "0 
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or life, that doth not carry either ſome world- 
ly profit or pleaſure with it,” and that which 
charms or wins them, muſt"be the mulick of 
temporal intereſt. IMG Tort! 
---Confideration-how they ſhall be ſaved here- 
after-! there is no Lands to 'be bought: with 
it, no Mannors. to be purchas'd, no Houſes to 
be” built, no Countreys tobe conquer'd, no 
Honoursto be got by it. It brings inno Riches, 
it fills not their Coffers with Gold and Silver, 
it doth net give them reſpe& and credit with 
Princes, and Men of Quality, it doth not co- 
ver their Tables with dainties and delicacies, 
It doth not furniſh them 'with portions- for 
their Children; it doth not feed their bellies, 
nor put them into a condition'to lie on beds 
of Ivory, or to be clad like Dzves, with filk 
and purple; it doth not-maintain their great 
Retinue, nor preſent them 'with ſoft Airs; it 
doth not provide for their Families, nor keep 
up their. pomp and grandeur : Were it ſach a 
powerful thing as the Philoſophers - Stone 1s 

bled to be,. and did it enable them to turn 
their Iron into Gold, and did it make their 
Trade to flouriſh, and did it make their Gar- 
ners full, affording all manner of ſtore, and 
cauſe fuch fruitfalneſs among thezr flocks, that 
their ſheep might bring forth thouſands and ter 
. thouſands in their ſtreets; did it raiſe ther to 
the power of Seracherib, tothe Cr” 
$1 Oo 


- (939) _ is 
of:Nebnchadnezar, to the pleaſures of Solomon 5; 
did'it progges a Kingdony, and whiſper in 
their ears; that they ſhould::enjoy eaſe 'and! 
lenty:z without all peradventure, nothing 


fhould have ſo.much- of their care or hearts, 


as. conſideration ' of their -ways: - But having 
none of theſe: baits, and their hearts. being 
fix'd on the World, they can find no time for 
thipaxcrcile: = 354-11 299) {94 "FED: 
Cannot, did I fay 2 They will not allow 
themſelves time to retire: and conſider, that 
they have ſuch _ as Souls,. of that theſe 
Souls -are capable: of puniſhment and glory, 
when they ſhake hands with their old compa- 


. nions, their Bodies. They' think that time 
mis-ſpent thatis.beſtow'd upon Conſideration 


of another World, and what minutes or hours 
are/taken from their fleſhly - fatisfaQions, or 
from:proſecuting their worldly concerns; they 
look upon as flung away. 7 : 

By worldly-concerns, I'do-not onely mean 
bufineſſes whichan Eſtate, ar Trade, or Famt- 
ly;-or Office, or Senſual pleaſures cauſe; but 
bufinels of Studyiand Learning too; and one 
way: be as muckiraken up with his ſtudy, as 
another is with-his Trade; and conſequently 
bevery loth-to. allow any time: for this Con- 
fideration we ſpeak of. To be ftudious, 'and 
yet: inconſiderate, -implies no contradiction; 
'and aman may:contemplate God, and a 
| an 


(94) 
and-:the + gs as aps Pe not. 001+ 
template.thetnI3n  arder toa | ratibib 
 fbranother-life,,orwnh A TIYKS RTAI =o 
his and:corruptions, and to imitate; Qoth 
in bolineſs, without which, iticatnnoat be Cans 
fideration5 and the belt name 'we tat give 
n;1is an empty Spetulation-' fo that a Spiritu« 
al Medivracion may be but a 'worldly buſihes} 
if that which puts me upon it be my profeſſi- 
on; whereby 1 get a Iivelihool ; if that which 
makes me :fndy; and meditate, be x 
profit, 'or honour, or. applauſe; if it be/ndt 
undertaken: with an-intentto:edifie my:baoti 
Soul; as welbas the Souls: of others; ifit be 
gone !cithet:wo' pleaſe the faricy, or to pleaie 
zhe'pencle Reader, by publifthing: it 4o-the 
world: SECHD. 34:t > 1:40 Y 5 39 
:0 &ndindeed; whete 'worldly:concernsfillal 
the Channelzof the Soul, there van be:hutves 
ry little employment for ſexious: Confidetan; 
ms. A'\continnadburry of bufineſs-ſheds dark- 
meſs upouthe Sou), rhruſts oat 'thdrEyewhize- 
by it ſhouldrefledtupon irſels, and makes it 
 Imeent onely:an things which tickle and pleaſe 
the; fle(b, and;: like Fefix;when'rany motions 
to!ſerivus Confideration ariſe; replies, Gwrhy 
-t#ay-for this time; und when't have a convenient 
ſeaſon, Twill calf for thee, AFs 24:25. Tt tares 
*mrach with Confideration, aswith that Prince's 
-Iavitation, Lzke/14.-16. worldly: cares: __ 

TG al 
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(959- 
buſineſſes, like thoſe gueſts, when the 
feels any Cr Nogs or Invitations to Dey 
dexation, are preſently ready with excuſes, 
and.-a thouſand things are pretended why 
they.,cannot come, or. ſtoop to.the, gracious 
meffage or vocation 3. and theſe briars and 


 thogns, choke the good ſeed that's thrown 


..,, Thus Earth, keeps out Heaven, and the 
World, like ſhutters of a Window, excludes . 
thelight that would. irradiate the room; not 

Nee the buline6 of our worldly callin 

may lawfully be perform'dand follow'd; a 
men ought to work with labour and travel night 
and day, rather than be charg # ie others. 
2:Theſs. 3. 8.” But.where the- World is mac 
a'God, and fills rens:minds as..well as 1 
hands, and all the time that. can; be got, 1s 
ſpent in embracing and graſping of it, it's im- 


poſſible Confideration ſhould fxnd. entertaig- 


ment zheres it's. ike 4 heartleſs prayer may, 


far;cthat can be, hudled 0p, and; requires 24 3 


mach; time, and leaves them as worldly as1t 


 fintszhem; and doth not hinder or croſs them 


in:their fondnels to, the world, which, they 


\ 


- are afraid Conſideration will do, .And indeed 
they, gheſs aright, for Conſideration woull 


ſhake their love, make them:unquiet in their 
amours, and unſettle their affeCtions , pull 
down that | high eſteem they have of the 

' world, . 


WESY 


world, and 'make:them' ſee'that there is riot 
that bedury, that glory, or that happirieſ'in 
things below,which their ickly fancy dream'd 
of; 'it would fhew them, that all theſe Gaudes 
e buta Pit cover'd with curious flowers, 
where 'people may irrecoverably periſh, if ta- 
ken with the' treacherous flowers they-ſmell 
on them, and admire their odour and fragrati- 
&y, .It would ſhew them the vanity of hea 
ike tiches, when they know not who ſhall 
>See, 4nd: reprefent unto them the fol- 


Yor flattering heir Souls with an Ede, 'Bibe, . 
ez 


Soul, Take thine ea ſe, eat, drink, and® be 
merty, "thoy. "haſt much 'goods Laid np for many 
"gears. '}t world ſhew them how falſe; how 
_ periſhableall theſe outwardtygmforrs are;'and 
- that they Have ſomething more than thisde- 

ceitfiil World to look after. - Conſideration, 
"Iike a ftitHful Counſellor, would undecetve 
"them ir rhitir f0d opinions of this treache- 

«tous Friend, diſcover to them his baſe' deſigns, 
: the niſchiets he drives at under all his fmiles, 
the Serpent'thar lies under thoſe green herbs, 
_ * and 'bid them beware of: im. But fuch ' is 
;the love. Ro a to the World, that they 


gare jeafous t things rhat would: ſubvert 


Ahieirlove, and hate Chderation as an'Ene- . 


my, becaule they are afraid it will- diſcom- 
| -poſe thofe-embraces, and break the league be- 
Wee Tin: and theſe” -carthly- fatisfacions, 
and 


; LIM 
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and put. their hearts, that lie cloſe to the 
hd out, of their ir pla9s diſpolſeſs them of 
their earthly-mindedn els, and prompt them to 
lay upin ſtore for themſelves a: gdad. foun» 


dation againlt the time.to.came,, and lay hold 
- . on eternal lite. A ſtrange! fondneſs this! which 


doth not . vnely marry; the, heart unto the 
world, and makesthem two, one fleſh, but ſends 
out ſpies to watch againſt all the endeavours 
of this faithful Monitor, viz. Conſideration, 
that it mayinot break the match, or difſolye 
the bond, or [make the heart ſenſible of its 
adulterics. | 

...O God! how is thy ſimilirude i in Man de- 
faced ?' how.1s that HE Image thou did(t 
once ſhed jnto. his breaſt, blotted and defiled ? 
Is this the. Man that recav'd. a Soul to mind 
Heaven moſt? Is this the Man, over whom 
thou didſt ſpread thy skirts, whoſe nakednefs 
thou didft cover, and with whom thou did(t 
ue = an everlaſting Covenant , whom 


1 + 3% 


= , YH, unto the bee. for ever jn r rye 
ind- 


ouſneſs,, and, in Judgment, and in on 

wefs3” and in mercies  Hoſ, 2.19. IE Trea- 
cherous Man! Is the World no his Ma- 
ter 2 ishis Servant become his Sovereign? and 
4s that. which was intended for his Footſtool, 
become his Throne, whereon he braves all 
the i Rge of grace apd pargon ? Shall (6 
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that heddsabout their preſent condition, di- 
fiebthtm Hy rhe Auer; difcompsſe them 
itt their gb1deti dteams, :diive the from their 
ſofts atid/ ea; and trizke their Caridte burn 
dith aHd-blue; which fot the prefent gives a 
very thine, aft fore they are 
loth to: *hemſclves td it. 

I hive heatd of fortie ride and favage Inds- 
#x5, who being dectitly cloathed by our Mer- 
chants: Ctr if their bwn Countrey; it ſeems, 
bf knewno'Sther omaments, bir dung and 

of Beaſts db6tir-thir make bodies ) and 
t' over into Eze/2#d; with arvintent to 
eivilrze -uhd mike them Inſtruments, 
oo thei tetilti, to'teach their owt Nation 

modeſty-watÞ dtcancy F s as they were walking 
about” the [treers of L0#don, and beholding 
the ſtately Hbiiſes that adorn'd that goodly 
City, they were obſerved to fi ly 
and to 166k; very melancholly; tho that 
rogok notit® of thein, charitably belieyd; that 
| 'their dejeted looks were noother but cha- 
racers of thiir moutning at their wnha 
Conntrey-then, who were ſtrangers td 
Paines! flich Pomp, ſuch Glory, Tach Plenty, 
Tith'Magnificence and Gallatitry. But being 
Feht6verinto thr own Cotntrey again, they 
=_ betray'd the reaſon of their fighs, and 

cover nr that their metancholly was 

cake by their being delivered from their na- 
| H 2 ſtineſs 


ſtineſs, and beaſtly way. of living: : For. they. 
were no. ſooner cometoſhore, but they tore 
off their-cloaths with. indignation, fell 'about 
the inecks of their Countrey-men, with . joy, 
and betook themſelves totheir dung and guts 
again, -.and in theſe ornamentsthey. came tri- 
umphing to the, Exgl;h. There cannot cer- 
tainlybe a fitter Emblem of fin,, wheremen are 
enamour'd with it. They delight , in their 
Plague-ſores, rejoyce, in their. wounds and 
bruiſes, wounds .not , bound up, nor, mollifi d 
with oztitment. They are; afraid of Plaiſters, - 
anddo;fo.defireto belet alone in their miſery, 
that--they are jealous-of a Cure, and dread; a 
Phyſjzian,. Their filth ,is ſo pleaſing to them, 
their:tch.ſo amiable, that he thar offers to free 
them from it, attempts: tearing of their bowels 
from. them, and that's it makes them afraid of 
Confideration. 
::::For.indeed, Conſideration would anato- 
 matze {their ſin, ſhew._ them the .venom that's 
{ptead; through -every part, ſhew. them who 
that God 1s,” who profeſles himſelf offended 
at itz ſhew them, that he who,is provok'd by 
41t, 1s that God, who breath'd into their no- 
ſtrils the breath of life, and gives them the 
- meat they cat, the drink they; drink, and the 
cloaths they put on, that hath the, ſame power 
--over them, which the Potter hath over his 


VeſleL and can create and deſtroy, them at his 
pleaſure, 


(161 


pleafure*;' that fits on the circle of the earth, | 


and befote whom 'all'Natioris are as a'drop of 
a Bucket, and arecoutited as the ſmall'duft of 
the 'ballance,” "before whom” they "are no- 
thing, yea; lethan nothing and vanity, from 
whom all their ſpiritual and temporal mer- 


cies do 'defcend,; without'whom, they" could | 


notbe one moment out of Hell, who'is' their 
beſt, their greateſt, and moſt conſtant Bene- 
fattor, wholet's his Sift ſhine upon them; and 
his Rain drop down on their Fields atid Pa- 
ſtures3 who ſends his holy Angels'to watch 
their ſteps, and to keep them in their ways ; 
who hears the Heavens for them, and makes 
the Heavens hear the Earth, and the Earth to 
hear the Corn, the Wine, and the Oyl, and 
commaridsall theſe to'relieve them, who pre- 
ſerves them from danger, prevents their be- 
mg hurt, 'and charges all the ' Elements to 
ſpare them ;' 'who' keeps'them by his Provi- 
dence, ſupports them* by his Wiſdom, pro- 
tects them oF his: I _ avcking 
too good for them; iPtheywill but "approve 
themſelves obedient Children, 'and hos like 


. perſons who are ſenſfibleof the obligations of 


the Higheſt, ' 

- Conlideration would let them fee, that 

this Gad; who could'undo'them; wooes them 

to Repentance, and that'there is nothing in 

the World God hates more than fin, and that 
| H 3 this 
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forth again: 

Ned be © ler them fee; win 
grief their fins docauſein Heaven how they 
takethe Eternal God complain; how loath- 
ſome, how abominable' they make them in 
the fight of God; and how they treaſure up - 
unto he Owners wrath againſt the day..of 

wrath, and revelation-of obs e righteous ju 
ment of God. This would ſhes them & 


Jeſus on the Croſsz this would beſpeak them . 


uage of the Prophet, Who 35 this 
that comes from Edow, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah 2 herefore is he re ky his apparel, and 
bis garments like Nath treads in 54 Wine- 


In the 


fat ? - Ia. 63.1, 2. This would ſhew them, 


that theblood which trickled down from that 
facred Head, trickled down u 
of their follies and tran 
oaths, and curſes, and blaſphemies, were the 
thorns that prickt hishead ;-that their laſeivi- 
ouſnefs, and fornications, ind adulteries, were 
the ſpears that open'd his fide; that their bold- 
neſ1n finfhing, their refotutions to be damn'd, 
ade the tea —_—_ fromhis eyes; that their 
hatred, their their envy, their revenge- 
ful defires, were the hands that did bu 
him 5 that their covetouſneſs, and werldiy- 
mindedneſs, and negle& of their duty” to- 
wafds/ God: and- Mati, were the Rods that 
fmotehiniz that their evil thaughts, and idle 
H 4 words, 


'the account 


ons; that 'their - 


[FOES (rag). 4 
 words,and-extravagant aQions, were the fu- 
ries that ſpit into his face; that their perfidi- 
ouſnels, their treacheries, their bypocriſies; 
were 'the nails that were ſtruck through his 
hands and feet; and that their labouring after 
Hell, their endeavours' to be miſerable, their 
. contempt of the goodneſs of God,:made him 
{ſweat drops of blood-in the Garden of Geth- 
 ſemane ; thattheir delight in abuſmg;God, and 
intrampling on his Laws, wasthat which made 
him ſbreek out, tothe amazement of Heaven 
and Earth, My. Go#, my God,..why haſt thox 
forſaken me £ that. the heat of tlitht luſts. was 
the cauſe of his:dronght,.and proved the gall 
and vinegar that-was;given him to drink ; that 
their nba lives/kflFd bin, and their deadneſs © 
1n.duty murther'd;hjmz 3'-that their impatience 
and -unbelief haled-himto the Crob, and their 
mpenitence was the cauſe of,, that purple 
flood,” which the: Angels,/ for the rarity and 
Atrangenels' of. it,, deſvended from Heaven to 
beho d. ME} arc : 
Conlideration,'wauld lay. before; them all 
thecurſes ofthe Law; the terror, the, conſum- 
ption, the ſorrow: of heart, the anguiſh that 
attends fin in the end, the troubles. of Con- 
ſcience it ;will raiſe ere.long, the frights, ,the 


\  diſquietitwill praduce,, This would repreſent 


to them the flames that..Dives felt, and made 
the Wretch cry out fora drop of water to cool 


his 


Sith, ©... As 
his'burnuig tongue. | This. would :{hew- thent 
| kn fin doth / caſt: ontheir under- 
ſtandings, and that their = pwn inte 
the:-Chnſtian Faith, doth ſignitie little, except 
they leave theinſins;; and that they do name 
the Name of Chriſt in vain, without they de- 
pattwFrom- iniquity. This would ſhew: them 
their error ,in flattering themſclves with the - 
hopes of God's-mercy, and demonſtrate t6 
them, /how ridiculous it is to believe; that 
God-will pardon them, becauſe they pardon 
themſelves ; or that-he will forgive them; be+ 
cauſe they. are loth to ſuffer. "This w 


1 {hew them, that God ſees and hears them, 


will judge them, and ſet theitf tranſgreſſions ih 
arder before them, for all the ſeeming delay of 
his. earice, *':':: T'*-1*/ Ir} 

-::Confideration would diſcover to them the 
pardon and reconciliation they muſt go. withy 
aut, it they do not ſpeedily return; the blef 
fings they deprive themſelves of, the comforts 
they-bid defiance to, the light, the favour of 
CGod;.and the mercy of Chriſt Jeſus: they muſt 
forever want, and be deſtitute of, if flic 
natinto his arms with the greateſt 'expeditio 
and alacrity. This would aggravate their fins, 


make them appear in thew proper -colours, . 


and ſhew that they are no better than Cocka- 
trices. Eggs, and Spiders Webs. Have: m_ =_ 
t 


ſcenthe crafty Spider weave a Net, a 


he 
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he doſein an/ambuſh,till the q 
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out cames the dherkbberks and leads: the Ca- 


ptiveWretchin'trrumph home. | Confiderati- 


on would'ſhew them, thatthug ivis withifin; 


and chat with much fair ſpeech, | as that Hars 
i; Harraa 7:\21,22, 23.'K'cauſes the finner 


, with the flattering of ber t5ps ſhe force 


Ei, ; ell a dart ke: chrowgh bis laver,' 4s2 
roo nel A ow nor Anowing that iis r for 


M” his pidnek Confidernion would do 
$2 Thus and thus it would tell them-z and 
vhis is it' mea are afraid: of and therefore care 
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certainly meet with nail and hammer, BY yet 
are AI that. which would aſſuredly bee: 
vent their; being pietc'd and ſtricken rhir 


their Temples | p ; 
aha; ednefs, grieve for them Mat will 
grieve for themſelves, call for Rivers of 

S vill for a Fountain'of Water !"Beti6ld; 
= th. blinded ther, Confideration' would 
open their eyes; but they love darknes bet- 
ter than. light. Sin doth” expoſe them naked 
to the contempt and feorn' of God, and his 
holy Angels, and they Tejoyce " undet” that 
weight. . Sin deprives them of the Bread of 
Eife, and their Souls ar6 ready to dic for.want 

of the hidden Manna, and they laugh t 

\ their. want and miſery.” What ye 
ot 
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1 Lord! ho y it doth ;un- 
belo zs dot. 


manthem! how, much. be Wor ENNIELVES Cc 

it. make them.;lve{:unto;God: and his holy 
Angels they APPEAL: [PETTE( y. diſtracted, as 
the poor, Wretchcs, in. Bedlazs ſeem to. us; 
onely, herein their wretchednels exceeds the 
others miſery, that, they; may be releas'd of 
their Aſtratledock, and will not; ; the other if 
they would, cannot 5; the former, deliration is 
voluntary, the other :forod; the, former hath 
malice in't, the other weaknels. onely ;. and 
whereas the latter eballenge pity and compal- 


fion, the former deſerves nothing, but wrath 
and indignation. | Br Tea 


IV. Impediment, 


IV, Jenoranceof the pleaſure of Conſideration, 
1s <A nd SER Ek ri gn of the 
price-of Pearls: that, makes the: Idiot ſlight 
them. .It's ignorance of the worth of. Dia- 
monds, that makes the Fool chooſe a Peble 
befoxe them, It's ignorance of the ſatistaQtion 
Leatning affords, that makes the Peaſant de- 
{piſe; and laugh at itz and we ſee very ordi- 

arily, how men tread and. trample on thoſe 
Plan which are, the greateſt Reſtoratives, 
Ps they know not the virtue of them 3 
and the ſame may juſtly beaffirm'd of Conli- 
deration, thereaſon why-men meddle no more. 


. with 
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Aion on this fide my; ed 
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fy 5 to catch ws int6 _ | 

Ree the Devil, or rather ls Bt: 

& the &Vil Spitits hit ar6 der 7 


E ; - 6d den are daily walking to TR 
E-- aha fee out attons, ind defip 

| conipany the converitWirhah, 
the Me © we ate under, our ooufti- 


tutions, 


tations}. complexions, and diſpoſitions, and, 
por”, derhem they, ay devour ;. the holy 


tmade;ſo evident, and 


owr:\own; experiences does, ſo. 1 Pers, 8. 
hardy lemotibare,'s that he that. maven. © 6; / 

py; 'of;; it; taut be a man, SF 
that's alt guided by fenſe, and, takes 
_ rioticeof things no-more than the Beaſts that, 
periſh; theſe evil; ſpirits, when ever they; 
tempt;they'tempt with a delign to hurts they 

men to do miſchich, and provoke them; 

ns as may. palldown the wrath of God 

npon their heads. - Andas the inftruments.op 


$ they make. uſe of in their temptati- 
are various, mes proſe, ome 
times adverſity, {ontjetimes our own corrupte 


hearts, giving them adyantage to ſpur us an 
to fin; ſo the temprations vary according to 
the ſevetaldegrees; -and conditions, and tems 
pers ofmen; for it's certain, all men will not 
dragged or ſeduced into Hell the ſame way, 
and/atemptation which will fit one, will nat 
fitianothet ;  and-a motion which' one will 
contentedly ſwallow, will not-go down with 
-anothet; ſeveral conſtitutions muſt: have ſe- 
veral - ſuggeſtions, and according as men 
"change, the tempitation changes, and the De- 
vil takes _ RarwgD: ah o_ cannot . be 
-perſwaded the way that 15 wroug 
upon, and the arguments which prevail bo 
(£1 the 


- 


the former,” are'of no grew force: ovichratie © | 
latter, Paul isn6t he ſatnew 'W 
we nor Peter the- ionoah— i L 
heDrunkards temptat from thoſe 
of the Abſtemious, andthe Adutterers front 
the ſuggeſtioris of him that's dull: and phleg- 
matick, and hath no inclinations to: vices of: 
that nature. The CEE man is oppreſsd. 
with\ imaginations different! ok. whach 
the” merry ant jovial meets withall ; and we 
Ennot ſuppaſe;, that the. Prodigal 1s/tor- 
mented with'the ſame ſuggeſtions that the Cay 
' vetousatsby: »*Tistrue;in-the end, all theſe ' 
Femptatioris | agree, the'intended end being) 
deſtruction, and; offending God; but. full * 
they are of different kinds and complexions3 
fttdhow plealant-muſtir- be to ſee throughall 
theſe wiles and'devicesof the Devil, a proſpett 
Which Confideration alonecan'a ford. 
0/There ar& many teniptations which: _ 
\ & Hicit 716 good, wher-indeed they pror 
v6ke to evil 3/as'when'a man,. who wallows 
+hfir/ and:uncleannefs, is prompted to truſt td 
God's mercy;” and to lay/hold on the merits 
\ of Chriſt, afid*to' apply-to himſelf the;cam- 
. Torts of che Goſpel. ' The things he is tenipted 
"toaregood wn'themlelves; bur. the wa. 
the'Tempratioh being :'to-render the 
Feeure and preſurnptuous, -and careleſs of 'a-ſe- 
Tous life, it canmor but/be a pleaſure tozany 
| man 


Kc 


| C113 | Fa 
tar, that'Fſenſible of his ſpiritual interefiq:ts 
diſcover the cheat, and this-diſcovery'is made | 
by Confideration- of the” nature, delign, and 
tendericy of the flattering/'niorion. + Ment are 
not onely proyoked to comriſhon of ſin; but 
too often to negle&t bf their duty towards 
God and hiviteel man. 'And he _that'1s/not 
tempted to Murder, to Theft, to Adultery, to 
Fornication, to Contempt of his Parents, to 
bearing Falſe Witneſs againſt his Neighbour, 
1s yet enticed to Idletiets, to 'Fleſt-pleaſing;; 
to neglett of Prayer, of Meditation, of:Cha- 
rity, of Faith, of Hope, of Confidence God, 
of Zea}, of Fervency, 'of ſpeaking for Chriſt, 
of vindicating his Honour when -abus'd; of 
improving his time to God's glory, and his 
own eterhal good, 

The young man' rejoyces in his youth; and 
let's his heart chear him in the days of tns 
bigs and walks in the way of his heart; and 
n the ſight of his eyes, hates gravity and ſes 
tiouſneſs, and admits of ſuch motions as theſe $ 
The precepts of the Goſpel ſure werenot- ins 
tended for me, who have youth;-and-blood; 
and ſpirit, to fit 'me for reereations# I -have 
heard, young Saitits make /old Devils, and I 
belieye itz tor when intheir-riper/ years they 
reflett what time they have loſt, . and how 
they have ſpenr-rhat age which: was fit- 


telt-for pleaſure, in hs Devotion; they 


cannge 


ares Oc” *, os '. - 


; cannot but-eurn profacc out of 'deſpight, and... 
ſinive:to redeem the time they have mis-lpent- 
in following the advice.of melancholly:Schol- . 
lars.: Religion is a- thing fit onely for thoſe, 
who are.cither diſcontented, or grown weary 
ofthe. World, fot men who. can. {in no_ more, , 
and:whom age hath mortified into forſaking; 
obtbeir Vices; ſhall I forbear my Mirth, bo. 
amoxous Songs, and- witty Talk, my. Raille-, 
ries, and moduſh Accompliſhments, for Iknow 
notwhat > The menin black ſpeak for their 
owhintereſt, and God ſure is kinderto men,, 
than to-give them an appetite to ſenſual ſa- 
tfadions, and then forbid them to ule it 5 
vrhat-needs this haſte? and why ſhouldI ap- 
ply my {elf to a Religious life ſo early, when 
I have ſome forty, fifty, threeſcare years before 
me; and can. ſhake off my follies any time 
hereaftey? 
© Thus the weak youngſter pleads, and em- 
bracestheſe motions, as Cordials for his fickly 
as Elixirs for his heated blood; Con+ 
ideration would let him ſee, that thele tem- 
prationsare Meſiengers of the Devil, threads 
 tolea® him into darknefs, into captivity, 1n- 
to perfect ſlavery, and none but a mad- 
_ could;forbear rejoycing at ſo. happy 2 


When the gray and hoary head, from his 
great age infers the tels of his NGF, 
"an 


', : 


(its), 
ard from the multitude of his years concludes 
the multitude of his virtues; 'flatters himfelf 
that God loves bim, becauſe he: hath .had lits 
tle or no affliction in the world z and from 
his: impunity here, draws an argument to 

rove his inipunity hereafter, and ſooths him- 
af with © ds favour upon this account chief 

, becauſe he never diſcover'd his anger in 

judgments, and bids his Soul truſt to it, 
that he ſtands fair in; the good. opinion and 
eſteem of God, : becauſe his labours m the 
world have. been crown'd with ſucceſs; and 
becauſe he hatha Garden of Edez here, ſecure* 
ly promiſes hunſclt a Paradiſe hereafterz and 
will not be perſuaded to thecontrary, but that 
bis pleaty here, is but an earneftof a fullerVins 
tage, and richer Granary imended for him in 
the Land of Cazger; and that: his long; life 
on Earth, isa pledge of his eternal life its Hea- 
ven. What are theſe but teniptations, which 
Conſideration. would diſcover to be Impo« 
ſtures,, and conſequently ſhed both light and 
jay into:the Soul. Lana 

When the. poor from their outward cot 
clude their ſpiritual poverty, and will needs 
think, that p—_— ina ſtate of grace, becauſe 
they are in a-ſtate of wantz and fancy: that 
they nay ſecurely. pilfer, becauſe Gad- hath 
made no ather proviſion for them; and that 
they ſhall receive their good things in the 
TYe] I 2 Nexr 
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next World, becauſe they received their evil 
things in this; :that /they ſhall be rich in Hea- 
ven, becauſe they were deſtitute of conveni- 
encies here on earth; that they muſt neceſlari- 
| ty. be the Lords hereafter, becauſe they were 
gars herez and-ſhall certainly rejoyce uw 
thenext life, becauſe they mourn'd/in this val- 
ley of tears; and-cannot but: be bleſſed for 
ever,'becauſe they: had a very large meaſure 
-6fmifety here. When the rich from their pre= 
tive on Earth, conclude their prerogative 
in:Heaven; and becauſe they. are advanc'd 
above. other men, think they may uſe greater 
liberty-4n offending God 'than others ; and 
becauſe they. have greater Eſtates than the 
meaner fort, may therefore finmore boldly, 
and -more confidently than they. When from | 
_ theit-power' they inter the lawfulneſs of their 
_ extravagancies, 'and becauſe they can ſtand-it 
| ers the World, fancy they. may.op- 
preſs the poorer fort, and may ſwear and curſe 
more: boldly than. their Tenants, and reſent, 
and affront, and revenge injuries, with grea+ 
ter-qultice than:Clowns and Peaſants 3 when 
fronr:the cuſtom of the Age, they infer their 
priviledge of being more ſenſual” than other 
men 5; and becaule perſons, of theſame quality 
areriot, argue that they need not be 6 cau- 
.trous/and circumfpect in their words and ways 
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;{! When the-Gentiler ſort of people; feel-in- 
dinations im-themſclves to be aſhamed of the 
Goſpel, and taiforbear profeſiing any zeal or 
fervency : for: Rehgion: in company ,- where 
Chriſt's blood and: wounds are abusd,- where 
God and Heaven are rallied; where the.\prew 
cepts'of the Almighty are laugh'd at, and-the 
Goſpel turn'di1nto ridiczle;:; when they find 
an unwi »ſeize upon: their ſpirits; to 
reprove ether:their equals or 1pferiors;' for 
ſome notorious mpiety; they. commit. When 
they think>1t1s below::tthem to pray-/with 
| _— _=_ exhort hp antooors 
riouſneſs, and toſhew a.gaod-exampleto thoſe 
that'are/ufder their chargez when they hnd 
a diſpoſition tocomply- with lewd ſociety, to 
' Jaigh and! fmile, and confent to their frothy 
ſpeeches; and-abufive refle&ions, and to. con- 
ceal'the truth; where it ought to be/ptofelſed: 
and ſpoken. F | JO 

When theiTradeſman:thinks of putting off 
bis - naughty: Commoduies to the -1gnorant 
Chapman;-and of circumventing; and; decew- 
ing his Neighbour, where: his -Negbour -un- | 
derſtands not: what he buys z when he: is wie 
ling to put 'off his devotion, upon' every; tri 
vial worldly buſineſs that: comes in his:;way 3 
and to icreate: buſineſs; rather thary obey the 
ehecks of: his Canſcience; that chides him for 
not minding his ſpiritual concerns more, wen 
I 3 \- 
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beistothto do ats of C uſe he hath 
@Wite ur} ychanr ilar :and is afraid 
he may want hinfelt; Whenhe: thinks, that 
Fiety” may procure Poverty, and firifineſs of 
 Hhfe:may loſe him his Cuſtomers, and follows 
yogrhe' ways of God, may make his acquaits 
rance-leaye him; and that to: be-1dle 1n his 
Shop,7s better than reading or'nicditating, ar 
employing his mm in comenplations of 
Bod's'poodneſs and meroy, andi the VATIOUs 
biedmgs. he hath beſfow'd:ypon-him:/ 

When Parents are unwillingis correct and 
edtnoniſh their Children, are perfuaded tolde 
SER 

the a en: 

are. joey wen ab Gal God, 
| Tothto initiate themi/inthe love of their mr | 

ful Creator, are apr to be:more! angry 
their Children and Servants / rig 8 fig 
their commands, than theſervice of 

apt (be delighted. more with their induſtr 
and-pains in Temporal concerns, than wiel 
cheir-attempts in che-affairs of their \cverlas 
fring falvarzon ; apter to teach them how ta 
manntainthe puntiio's'of thew honapr, than 
aflerethe glory of God z and apter to; encou- 
rage them in vin thert credit:and res 
pucarion, rhan in ſecuring their everlaſting 
Treafurts, or making thay Callmgand ElefQi- 
OM fne: | 

When 
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" When Children (provided they areable) att 

- foth to relieve DOT ag loth to Wy 
ſter : unto them neceſlanies. if in want, unwil- 
ling to obey thoſe wholelome counſels, which 
their Parents, guided and encourag'd by. the 
Word: 0 God impart to 'them, unwilling 
to imitate them in their ſeriouſneſs and hea- 
yenly-mindednefs, are apt to obey their Pa- 
rents more-than God, and apt to do evil, be- 
cauſe their Parents bid them, though God en- 
joyns the contrary 3 when they find in them- 
| m5 Inn getennger Sor md: for dil> - 
pleaſing their Parents, ending a gra- 
eos 2d; and to be more pleaſed Sb the 
niles of thoſe which haye the Governinent 
of them, than with the light of God's coun- 
_ When Seryants are moyed to backioge WY 
revile their Maſters according to the fleſh, find 
an veins upon Thar ſperit to honour 
the fro ay well as the Gentle, are apt to 
be unfaithful to-ther, to imbezel their goods, 
and to wrong them in things they have. com- 
mitted to their charge, when thoughts of re- 
vealing the fecrets of the Farhily meerly to 
ſport themſelves, ariſe in their minds; when 
[they find inclinations to be induſtrious in their 
Matters preſence, careleſs and hazy in their 
abſence, to put them off with eye-lervice, as 
men-pleaſers, to murmur againſt their lawful 
| I 4 IN- 
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jnjundions, to, anlwer-again if rebuked for 
their faults, and? to conſpire againſt them by 
way of even TS > EN RI { 
- What are all theſe motions and inclinations, 
butTemptatioris of the great deſtroyer of mens 


» 
- - 


Souls.” Theſeare ſome of the ginns and ſtrata» 
gems, 'whereby he doth infentibly ruine the 
SAce, part of mankind; and we may con- 

dently altirm, That whatever Thought, Reas 
ſon; Argument, Suggeftion, Propoſition, Ima- 
gination would dESdge us from a cloſe ad- 
herenge unto God, from a fervent loveto our 
gracious Redeemer, from earneſt” breathings 
and 'pantings after him, from* relying on 
him, and obeying fum, and encourage us to 
any thing that's diſpteafing'ro God,'or contras 
Ty to Chrift's Rules and Injutidions; or pres 
' judicial to the honour of God, or to'the wel 
fare of ur Neighb5url or to'f good Conſci- 
ence, whether the ſngpeſtion'be immediate- 


: 


fity; or by profpenty,or by good report, or 
Ly evil report! (hs .are Tee 
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jc: the end of all theſe motions, and find- 
ng out the milter they drive at, diſcovering r 
the be Tempbſt ey alth at, 1t cannot but give. 
at fartisfa&ion to a rational man, that would 
not be'a ſtrangertohimſelf. * * 
_ © Indeed, n onpary more, ſenſible of the plea- 
ſore-of this deration, thin thoſe whom 
God's Spirit hath tais'd from'the death of fin; 
and who have eſcap'd the pollutions of: the 
world throughJuſt: * Theſe refle& with 'more 
than Sidinary delight on the fnares, from 
which they have in a great mea been des 
Htiver'd: And though they ate ſtill ſabje&'t6 
Tewptations, yet that which very much coy- 
rents'them, 1s, that they are not jgnorant'sf 
Varar'sdevices. They ſee the windings ge 
Tumhg s of the Eticmy, and can laugh att 
ers rrable ſbifts he.uſes to deceive che: 'They 
| going s and his ways, and can trace iy 
Foein ng tis teatage ms. "They fee his jupgles, 
and ike he earthth the ſinner day and rho £119 
_— k, O my Sql; took n Yb zander _ 
| Kath renoxine'd, his f 
bes ing under the burthen 1of IE OR Doft 
ot thou Ps the Cicny behigathls's TheF6e 
"can make him preſurne no longer; and thete- 
fore he ſeeks to drive him'to''defpair; and 
; he . that before told the Wrerch of Gardens, 
"and Walks, and Pleaſures, now'fhews himno- 
ag but Hell anda burning” LAKE = _= 
cfore_ 


| a cg, x 
reſented od tohim as a, mi 
\ one. that 08 mind ep 
etings as fins, now (Exx.out God, array'd 
a habit of vengeance, an das one who Took 
echar an OPPOrFunity,. to RNS emn 


remade he By 
bble, now Naa his bi fk 


anger heavier than his loins,. and aſlures h 
- that what, REY but a Cloud before, _ 
Rfand ntan.now,; ; Hethat 57g, talk-d 
ing but mercy-ſcats, now changes his 
| , ANC $ of no, other. remedies, but 
gþ ent. He that before. made 
; y. <tc believe, that God had.no 
but that of mercy,1no Steptre but tha 
NN makes. Godall Thunder and Lig It 


by. 1d belieyeshim, and hott Mgry Meg 


en (ces theimpolt bo pn pes3 
upon Chriſt __ convinc'd, &, that 
there-is no. fin that's capable oh Fug 1 
tance, but is © Wy of pard z and £ 
Chaſe iS ke tax from, T2 e away. ee 


hat. th TEES mourn, ; never "ens ol 

rate of comfort. She 1s { Ne how: happy 

that perſon 15, a feels his heart bleeditng and 
melting 
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lt eomd the account of his former, ſins, 
and can make pike his bed tofwim with tears, She is 
ſenſible, the holy-Ghoſt maves upontheſe was 
ters, and that ſich perſon is eva baptized 
with water and the holy G 

This ſhe beholds,, Ind alds wich ples: 
Gn :Confjderation gives her a proſpett of. the 
Devil's ſubtilcy, and her eyes guſh- out with 
rears of joy, And certainly, if it be a greater 
pleaſure to ſee, than to grope: the dag 

eater pleaſure to know the: ng, rey bo 

urried' into, / than to have th 
mine eyes; a greater pleaſure to ſee the Wn 
_ bfdefiruftion 1 do ſtand upon; than-to' be igy 

notagr-of ic 5 :Confideration mult be 'a ples 
fure, for this ſhews me the ſtoep- Rock Teny 
ptation, that iguis fatms would chaye led ae 
eo;xhe Ditch this-falſe Light would have- flats 
| terdme into, the fatal Sea this falſe Star would 
have ſeduc'd me into. 

How have Iſcena-Traveller rejoyce, when 
waking in the morning, he hath ſeen the Was 
tes, or. the'Mineyhe m have neceflarily tums 
bledunto, if he had- gone but, one, ſtep fary 
ther;/ and. bad not ftopt where he did? hoy 
doth; -he admire. the Providence: which hath 
preſery'd him ? andhow doth he go on i his 
way. rejaycing,: that he hath ſeen the Gulph 

hemighthave ruſh'd ito, and elcap'd.it ! And; 
& cn daſt not.thon think hou ſhould'ft 


rejoyce, 
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ane thy nwillingn 
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* *Y "a 
ts find by: Conſideration, that thy 
averſneſs from Religion, thy backwardnefs ro 
elsto fpend time 11 


ate Meditations, thy excuſations of fin, 
_ of extravagant delires, GY pron 


s' for  Licentiouſncls, -thy.' Apologies - for 
ſing the laftsof thy fleſh, Tn to 
into) evil eompany, es'tO —_ 


"es, 


manckarncs oy wah ton, ah thi NOPEREEs - 
Wo ;t 


forbids; thy-inclination to.un 
tions: of the..Devil, Corn 


Maier Fowler ſpreads and ſcatters before 


mwarpBirds, to:killand to deſtroy. them? 
--Gbffideratior would diſmantleSatan,, 

rea andwizard, andidonvince thee, that 
X the Potion15bt to: make the 
re ghb 3 and how he 
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OV. Duntr-of loſing their -wnlawful gain,” It's 
— Gwe: nof'nuſual torments thrive: by'fin, 
na" ae ' by miquiy;34o grow tich.by 
/ and'to! edvavin wealtt-byun- 
55- to pet money. by :plealing 
er luſts;and'to. procarea live- 
porta tiqaſtice and: runs ap, [with-tbe 
_ Views of =: The Devil muſt. 
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have ſome rewards to beſtow, ele his Rings 
dom would ſoon \expirez andthough' his 're«: 
wards, as \well 'as temptations, are decen- 
ful, yer rewardsthey are; 'and being preſent: 
and »vilible;' afid* conſequently apt ro” make- 
the 'deeper- impreflions, they" invite '\more: 
| ſtrongly, and: careſs men into deſire and-ap-. 

petite. Men many times would not . venture 
- on fin, but that "they believe it is the way to. 
gain, | and the known road to .advantage'and 
emolument.” And as ſin'is judged to be the 
way | to profit, ſo they look: upon't as the 
onely means to preſerve what they haveigor 
and acquired. + 
If  Abſolon had not had- a Kingdom in his 
eye, he:would hardly have dared to rebel, 
and, Viper-like, to prey upon the bowels that 
did feed atid nouriſh him. Demas fees how 
plentifully the Heathen Prieſts did live, what 
credit, what: honour, what wealth and glory 
they enjoy'd, and-that makes him torſake Chri- 
ſtianity, and embrace their . ways. It was 
gain made Demetrizs {o. zealous for the wor- 
fhip of Diana; and the Maſters of that Dans 
fel-that had:a-Familiar Spirit; 1b carneſt-for 
telling ' of Fortunes, and: unlawtul Divinatt- 
ons. And we know who they were that told 
the Prophet Jeremy, As for:the word that: thou 
haſt ſpoken nnto us in the Name of the Lord, we 
. will xot hearken unto thee : But we will VP 


a et td - (es. + 
1 - 


lo: whatſorver thing goes forth out of our own 
<< to burn 1eenſe. unto the. Pueen of Hea- 
weu; and to:-pour out drink-offerings unto ber; 
for then we bad plenty of vituals, and were well, 
autl ſax no exyl. | But ſince we left off to burn in- 
eenſe-to the Queer of Fleanen, and to porr ont 
drinkofferings wnta her, we have wanted all 
things, and have been conſurt d bythe ſword and 
bythe famine. Fr. 44- 16, 17,18. 
; And indeed, this principle,' that a ſinful 
kfeiz the onely v7 life, doth fo ſpread, 
and infed. the s of men, that moſt are 
afraid to fit downand conſider their ways, for 
fear Conſideration ſhould make them weary: 
of a ſinful life, and conſequently make them 
quit and caſhier the gain and profit they da 
reap by it. Profit is the great Goddeſs the 
world adores, and to preſerve that, men em- 
ploy-their ſtrength and friends,and make uſeo# 
all opportunities to ſecure it 3: it's that which 
they aretruly jealous of, and which is as dear 
to them as their lives, and which makes them 
on» Books, _ rage) 7 us 
t their way't all im ents t 
An oppaſe and crols it; Touch that, and 
- you touch theapple of their eye; and what- 
ever cauſe they are zealous for, though other 
reaſons may be pretended , yet profit and 
intereſt commonly is the true cauſe that ins 
flames their paſſions, and makes their ſpirits 


fervent 5 


be by lawftl o 
haye made.their fortunes, fo they 
and advanc'd'to ſuch a pitch, | 

to protect'what they have purchas'd; and it 
* isnotancafſe matter ſhall ſnatch it out of theie 


clutches. . F- 


Confideration, that unruly faculty, would: 
create ill thoughts of ſuch aki m their minds; 


and- therefore as men that are loth'to meet 
their Creditors, and when they ſee them 'afar 


off, turn out of the way, that they may have , 


no occaſion to ſpeak to them z fo the geners- 
lity. of men do crefaidy ſhun Confideration, 
as an unhappy Remembrancer, that will pue 
them in mind. of things they do not defire to 
hear, and touch the fore they would not have 
handled” or medled withall, and ſearch ito 
thoſe woundsthey would not have healed 


or come under the hand of a Phyfitian. I do 


but think what a world of Religious men we 
ſhould have, how men would flock to Chriſt 
from all corners, what a number of pions 
Squls would appear in all places, if we could 
aſſure them, that aſerious life will for certain 
furniſh them with an eſtate anſwerable to 
their luxurious appetite; and I am apt to 
| believe, were menconfident, and could they 
truſt to it, that they ſhould get an Eſtate of 
9 or 1g0oo!. per annum, by frequent reading, 


praying, 


ey 11 be fare - 


HET as 


= > | »X vx wo  y* -x * ye 
* _- © praying, meditating, and obedien 
by . w_y - 


pray! to Chriſt's 
commands, the greateſt part; would" make a 
hard ſhift to confider how to leave”their fins 
and yices, and apply thetnſclves to-reforria- 
tion; we ſhould hear no more of the excuſes 
they now make, that they have no time, or 
that their condition 1s, ſuch, that they cannot 
ſerve God as they ſhould. The impoſlibilities 
they now pretend, would all vaniſh; and they 
that now rack,and rorment,and tire themſelves 
for alittle profit, upon proſpett of ſo conſide- 
| Table an advantage, would turn their pains 
and labouranother way, and become very de- 
vout Worſhippers of the holy Jeſus, and find 
no ſach.trouble in a circumſpett life, as now 
they do. | 
Should Chriſt appear in a viſible ſhapefroni 
Heaventothe Swearer, or Drunkard,; or For- 
nicator, or Adulterer, or  Covetous, or; any 
other of the ſinful Herd, with vaſt glittering 
Treaſures in his hand 3 nay, could we, the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpe], ſecure ſuch a Lordſhip, 
{uch a PPREpalty, fuch a Kingdom, ſuch an 
Empire, to may of theſe ſinners, upon conditt 
on they-would part with their Vices; ſure, it 
would be a mighty temptation to them, to 
ſhake hands with their darling impieties ; forT 
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 and:happinel 
the:co pe; men, who puroff: __ old, 
andyaxton the new man, created after Cod-in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs, ſhews what 
we are to think afConkideratidh. When they 
come 1n earneſt torefle& on their former 
- ſinfullife, they arex3eady to call: themſelves a 
| - thouſand F ,and 'Sots, and wott- 
inſty com w; ae fot theaebin {o1long 
contraryter and: to:all the prin- 

I of gratitude.and humility: ; Conhide- 
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PE MR” C1619) 
try as they/ire in hearing the- 
ord of the - living God, :ſometimes | betore 
they are aware, ſomething ſtrikes their hearts, 
and ſticks with thems which when they are 
any .way . ſober, or free from buſineſs, will 
goad and ſting- them into.\Conſideration of 
their ways, and notſ{cldom, with Agrippa, they 
ace almoſt perſuaded :to,'take their finful 
lives: into' [ſerious Conſideration, and -feel 
=» purpoſes,and wiſhes; and intentions,and 
i _ _ to —_—_ apart oe 
ing 'they. may.be converted, a 
| T hcote chhmſelve: -fincerely' to Cod's ſer- 
vice, inorder totheir everlaſting, bli.. Butin 
ſach caſcs, either: the Devil, 10x their corrupt 
rts, are ready to whiſperin their eats, that 
Converſion: 18not fo operole, :fo laborious; 10 
dreadful a thing, as 1s defcribed in publick 
diſcourſes 3:and: that -the.meh that-preach, 
ſtretch it fartherthan needs3\and confequent- 
ly Conſideration, how to-get jnto tha ſtate, 
that's recommended to-them,” is altogether 
geedle(s ; for if that ſtrictge and cloſewalk- 
ing with God'be not neceſfary,*why ſhould 
any manbreak/his brains with Confideration 
| howto attain to- that humble, ſcl-denying, 
 circumſpedtlite,:as is ſaidto:bethe eſſential in- 
gredientof Convertion;'': (oo 
- Iknow not how Converſion can be made 
more neceſlaty, than _ hath made it.. aq 
577 | ro 
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that which Heaven is emailedion; rand /with« 
out which, mem: (if they dave take ithe word 
of that Jeſus, whom'they do.believe to be 
the Son of God:) canlook:for nothingelſe bar 
everlaſting 'deſtrudtion: 'Exreptyebe converted, 
a#ndrbecome as litvle. children, ! ye;ſhull 1108 enter 
arenrheexpreſs words! of him-who came trons 
Heaven, to reveat his Father's: wilkz words, 
which'do not onely import'the abſohne ne+ 
cefſity; but repreſent the nature and manier 
6f; trub-Converſton.' And it thewords added; 
by way of Explicatton, be thronghly weigh'd; 
i1twil appearro;ariy. raconalman, that that 
hbortous:;Converſion, whick:the: Miniſters 'of 
rhe Gofpel pres; 'and recommend, isno other; 
batwhat Chrift requires in order toſalvarions 
for 'wharicah be the meaning of this phraſe, 
becoming as little ichildren, but:that men eauft 
. leamnito'be childretrin malice; 'D Cor. 14, 20. 
pull} down their-pathons, watch 'over theit 
inordinate affe&ions; - overcome ':themfelveg, 
ahd-harbour no:griidge, no hatred, 'no re+ 
vengeful: thounghts/1n their ©. hearts, againſt 
thoſe thathave offended therh; and; hike wer 
horn tbabes, tdefire the'\(metre milk:ofthe' Word, 
hat: they may gram thereby, 1,3ÞH. 2.2. 5.6. 
with all humility and-ralacricy-{abari them- 
ſetvest6 be »gaided; and ruled, 'and-/govetn'd 
by the precepts 'and:injunftions of 'Chriſt'm 
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(163) 
the Goſpel, without diſputing: or contradict- 
10g his commands,though leyell'd Nag or 
and -blaod, : as, mycht, as children leave them- 
ſelves to the guidance; and direchian of their 
Nurſes; and' have neither {trength, nor will, 
nor malice, to oppoſe the-will gr axder of thoſe 
thar do-1ead cheni ; Not that Chriſt forhyds 
—_— r the. Divinity, or realana- 
——_ Decrinesand Injunctions: No 

is not-aſreid 10 have his Will tid and 
examindÞy-rightreaſans far; as it 1s the cffect 
of che higheſt yegſon, ſoit mult needs bemaſ} 
agreeable to feaſon, it being impolible, that 
wuth. can-þe inconfiſtent with truths and 
therefore Chriſt doth (@little diſcourage, men 
from try wg the Divinity of his Sayings and 
Commands, by. the rule. of right reaſan, that 
in ſeveral (plgecy he bids the Phariſees, 2nd 
awho ever were his adverſaries, to wor 1m- 

0 


plirtially. of the Azguments he gave tor the 
Divine original of 'hispttyjne, And, with- 
out all. peradyenture; ;t}i$ linerty every, man 
hath to examine, and (atishe him «lt,: whether 
the Injundtions of Chriſt and hys Apaliles were 
things that:-dropt trom--Hoayen or. no. But 
hen where men are convincd, or have ſutlt- 
cient teaſed tobe conving'd, that theſe Pre- 
copts are the peremptory will of. God  can- 
cerning, their ſalwation'( as. any perſon who 1s 


nota Chavgrliog, or meer Natural, may find 
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upon due examination andinquiry, if he will 
IT God expets moſt fuſes, al ar all lens 
tences, and excuſes, and carnal” reafonings , 
ſhould fall, and the Soul ſubmit readily to the 
ou of Chriſt, and reſign its will to Chriſt's 
ill ( though it cannot for the prefent com- 
rehend the true reaſon of fome commands ) 
and fuffer it ſelf to be ated, and guided by 
thefe Laws, without contradiction, or oppo- 
fition;or tergiverſation,denying and renounce- 
img every apprehenſion, or fuggeſtion , that 
would follicit or tempt it to ſtart aſide from 
fincere- obedience, and all diſcourſes, that 
would daſh or impede its willingneſs and rea- 
dineſsto embrace them. fs i} 
And indeed, this 4s all we' mean by true 
Converſion, viz ceafing to obey the diQates 
of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, and 
endeavouring ferieully to liveup to the pre- 
Lepts of the Goſpel,” without asking our luſts, 
or vain deſires, whether they are willing to it 
or no; afincere refolution to' get from under 
the yoke of fin, and to make the Lord Jeſus, 
who bought us with his own blood, our ſu- 
preme Ruler and Governour. And fince there 
canbe no Goverment without Laws, and we 
never heard of any other Laws Chriſt gave, 
bur what we have in the Goſpel, we cannot, 
and dare not but conclude, that toliveup to 


theſe Laws of the Goſpel, is true Converſion.; 
; | And 
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' And indeed, the primitive Chriſtians took 
no perſon to be converted, that did not make 
theſe Laws the great Rule of his Life, and 
ſhewd by his adions, that he priz'd, and 
elteem'd, and valu'd theſe Laws, above all the 
Orders, and Decrees, and Conſtitutionsof the 
greateſt Monarchs When we do entreat and 
admoniſh men to be converted, what do we 
* ado, but perſuade them to mortifie their mem- 
bers which are upon the earth, fornication, 
uncleanneſs, inordinate aftettion, evil concu- 
piſcence, and covetouſneſs, whichis idolatry 
and to put off anger, wrath, malice, blaſphe- 
- my, and filthy communication of their 
mouths; and to put on bowels of mercy, 
kindneſs, humbleneſs ofmind, meeknels, long- 
ſuffering, ſo as to forbear one another, and 
forgive one another. To let the word of 
Chriſt dwell in them richly, in all wiſdom, 
teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, fing- 
ing with grace 1n their hearts unto the For | Z 
* and whatever they doin word or deed, to do - 
it all 'im'the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
giving thanks unto God and the Father 
through him. To be poor in ſpirit, te be 
meek, to: hunger and thirſt after righteouf- 
neſs, to. purifie their hearts, to follow peace 
with-all men as much 'as in them lies. To be 
patient under (landers, reproaches, and perſe- 
M 3 cutions. 
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cutions.: To live ind ſenſe of futhre 3 Joys, and 
of an-everlaſting fecom T6; avord all 
- apparenit {occaſions of eyil, ven things that- 
ave hatrhlek in themſelves, if they provoke, ot 
to'4n.. Toavotd wearing in their pt- 
dmaty fconrfes and communichtionsz to 
love ok encwtnres; to 40 good to them that 
harethem, £0 pray-for theni whnoh: perſecute 
them; and Sefoirefully uſe them. To give 
Alms without any finifterends, to pray wath- 
out affetration of vain applauſe, \or: laying 
any ftreſs upon the ftength of their prayers. 
To faſt without oltentation, to lay wp their 
treaturem Heaven, to truſt God's Providence - 
m-their reſpective Callmgs and Gonditrons, 
tlove hm bettct chan the Workd; to ufe the 
World as *f they ntcd ic not ; not Wes 

the holy Spirit of Cod, whereby they are 
ſeated unto the day of redemption. ea 

judgerathly, but to " Corſa their 

before- they find fault with the Kderx err 
 gteſſfions of their Neighbours. To walk in 
thedbraitway, and take arvor foa Avg To 
avoid )hypocrifie, and to manifeſt thor Pro- 
fefhon by their Lives; both ta'hear, and ta_ 
do whar they hear, and to bring forth fruits 
mect for repentance; and to let their hght 
fo thine beforemen, that they may: ſee their 
good works, and glorifie their Father: which 
is tn Heayen. To b ajthful nnto:death, and 
; to 
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to/hold out to'the end, and; to-ſuffer for the 
teſtimony of: Jeſus, if God, think fit to call 
them tot; 'and ta conſider.him that endured 
fach contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf; 
leſt: they. be weary and -famnt in their minds. 
To feed the hungry, to cloath the naked, and 
viſit the flick 3 and to bope, and to believe, 
that they ſball he rewardedat the Reſurrecti- 
an of the: Juſt. - 

-;. Theſeare zhe great Leſions we beg of men, 
that they wauld hearken.toz theſe are the 
things we; would have them labour after, 
when we entreat them to turn, or to be con- 
verted utt.Gad; and what areall theſePer- 
formances, but Duties enjoyn'd by our Lord 
and Maſter,uppn pain of Damnation. He hath 


proteſted, that thoſe who wilfully negle& 
. theſe Laws, and. do not think themſelyes 


pbliged ta obey them, when yet they profeſs 
themſelves ta be his Diſciples, ſhall find by 


'woful experience, what is to tread under foot 


the Son of God, and to turn away from him 
that ſpeaks from Heaven. He is unchangeably 
reſolved, where men make light of his invita- 
tion, and ſhght theſe reaſonable terms of ſal- 


_ vation, and entertain his meſſage with con- 


tempt, and neither repent of that contempt, 
nor teſt;fie their repentance by tears, and for- 
row, and reformation, and obedience for the 
future, to let them have that eternal miſery, 
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_ that unquenchable'fire,-whereby he thought 
to fright and wean them from theirhuſts,and to 
drive theminto: Paradiſe 3 and, which is ſofar 
from terrifying of them, that'they- run into it 
moſt greedily, ſeen to invade thoſe flam 
and to bein love with endleſs agonies. ? 

And now let any man, in his wits, judge, 
whether Converſion, in that ſenſe we ſpeak of 
it, both in publick and private, be not indif- 
penſably neceſſary? And-whether Confidera- 
tion how to be converted, fall not under the 
{lame neceſſity > Our Natures are not ſo very 
prone to goodneſs, that we may yield to 
theſe Laws, without examining and thinking 
what way we ought-to take, to .work our 
hearts into a holy willingneſs to ſubmit; for 
1's {\wimming againſt the  a—th climbing up a 
Hill, running counter to our. inclinations 3 . 
and therefore the Soul had need be ſeaſon'd 
with'thoughts of the admirable contrivance, 
goodnels, profit, benefit, and advantages of 
theſe Laws, and of the love and compaſlion'of 
God that ſhinesin them; and of the harmony, 
order, calmneſs, peace, and fatisfaftron Obe- 
dience cauſes, before we can conform our 
wills to his will, whois refolv'd, that Dogs and 
Swine ſhall not enter into Heaven. 

But what ſhall we ſay 2 when Men are re- 
folv'd to live like Swine, and willnot believe, 
- that God demands that holineſs of _—_— 

Cllr 
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Scripture | ſpeaks of, when they believe God 
to be altogether ſuch an one. as they them- 
ſelves, a friend to fin, and falſe in his threat- 
nings, when they believe, that Diſcourſes of 
Divines about: Converſion, are no more. but 
talk, a caſt of their Office, andthat themſelves 
give no credit to the things they preach to 
others; when they believe, that God denies 
them nothing that their Nature prompts them 
to, and is pleas'd with their frolicks and di- 
vertiſements. When they believe, that the 
great end of their Creation 1s to. get money 3 
and that they have a Being given them in this 
world, to fill their bellies with all the dain- 
ties they cangetz when they do not heartily 
believe a p_—_ to gome, and look u 
the flames of Tophet but as painted fire 3 when 
they take worldly felicity for their Heaven, 
and wiſh there were no other Beatitude after 
this hfe, but Mabomet's Paradiſe. Whenth 
do ſo, we had-as good tempt them to knoc 
their heads _— a wall, as perſuade- them 
into a. ſerious Confideration of their ways. 
Without all peradventure,it's worth confider- 
ing, that God intends ſomething by the afore- 
ſaid Precepts, and that they are not deſign'd 
for Beaſts and irrational Creatures; that God 
doth not think ſo-light of them as we doz 
and hatha ſenſe of Honour, and will not let a 


wilful contempt of things ſo ſacred, and ſ» 
vene 


—— 
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venerable, 'go' unpuniſh'ds that obedience 
niakes men like unto God, and cauſes them, in 
forme meafare, ro approach the holinefs of his 
Natiire ; that thoſe certainly mult be in a bet- 
_ ter condition,” when they come to die, 'who 
follow ' theſe ' Rules, than the | other,” that 
know no Laws, byt the dictatcs of their own 
Heentiouſheſs 5 that theſe Laws. enjoyn -nios 
thing, but what agrees with, 'and promotes 
the proſperity of mankind 5 and that if we 
beheve God- to be jealous of his glory,/ts 
obey theſe Laws, muſt, in all probability, hg 
the moſt likely way to pleaſe him; that theſe 
Precepts do Honally advance the dignity of 
Humane Nature, and clofing with them, | 
ſhews the generoſity and greatneſs of a man's 
Soul, that he dares live above the common le- 
vel of Mankind; that to beeome ſubje& to 
theſe Laws, is the ſafeſt courſe, and a man can 
Jlofenothing conſiderable, by that ſubjeQion, 
if there were- no other warld ; that all thoſe 
' that ſubmit to theſe Laws, cannot be Fools, 
and it the wi(ſeſlt of men clofe with theſe In- 
jundons, it mult, to ſpeak moderately, be ve- 
»4 great imprudence tolaugh atithem. 

'But where-Converfion 1s thought a thing 
{uperfluous, no marvel if Confideration be 
look'd uponas a task fit onely for men, who 
have nothing ele to employ their time 3n. 
'When people deſpiſe the Houſe, they'll have 

no 
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no great value for the Porchs and when the 
TIRES needleſs, they'll not trouble theme: - 
ſebvestmach about uſing the means that lead to' 
it. : Attd duch perſons we muſt leave to. be 
convinced of the neceſſity of Converſion, by 
their puniſhment. Since Reaſon cannot per- 
faade - ther, judgmert muſt rake! away the 
veil from their eyes. ' What Exhortation can- 
not effett, Thunder muſt produce. What t 

will -not believe upon the Word 'of ; 
they muſt be forcd eo give afſent to by the 
flames they (hall ere long feel the” rage: and 
fary of; and God, whb could not be glorified 
in their Converſion, -muſt glorifie himſelf in 
theireverlafting eonfufion. ? 


IX. impediment. 


IX. Mrnſtaking the Nature of Conſideration. 
Asrheway to life is — the ways that 
lead: ro deſtrationh are infinite, and without 
namber. ' And ſach rootdoth a finful life, if 
not check'd betmes, takein men, that if they 
can but find the ſhadow of an-excule, they 
willnot fail tolay hold of it, that they may 
not partwith what they love ſo dearly. It's 
from hence, that all their little attempts to 
perform their duties, paſs with them for the 
duties themſelves ; asif lifting up, or moving ' 
a pleve of Lead, wereas much as carrying of 

IT 
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1t from one place to another. They: would 
| be angry with their ſervants, if demanded 
what woik they. have done, they ſhould re- 
ply, that they have executed their Maſters 
commands, when they have onely touch'd the 
Plow with a finger, or play'd with. it to di- 
vert them 5; and take it»very ill of a Water- 
. man, that ſhould ask money, of them for car- 
ryivg themto- the place they intended for, if 
he ſhould 'but-give a ſtroke or two with his 
Oar, and fo give over; and Jaugh at that per- 
fon, that ſhould' pretend he hath made them a 
fire, when hehath laid biat two ot three ſticks 
together,' -The folly they. find fault with in 
others , they practiſe themſelves; and while 
they attempt to take the Mote out of their 
Brother's eye, they are inſenfible of the Beam 
that is in- their own; for thus, we find, they * 
do proceed, whenexhofted to a ſerious Con- 
{ideration of their ways they take every fad 
thought of their ſpiritual Concerns for Con- 
* 'fideration, and a rambling imagination of their 
danger, pafles for contemplation of their ſpirt- 
tual wretchedneſs. 


- Becauſe now and then, when fome loſs or 
afftlition.befalls them, a melancholly conceit 
ſeals into.their minds; and when ſome great 
Man- hath caſt them off, or their Friends are 
- Ddiſpleas'd with them, they do ſlightly refle&t 
on the never fading compaſſion of Gad, u_ 
ca 


duce,that circumſpe&t life God commands 
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caſta-caxelef look ontheir fins, that may have 


deſerved the. trouble they are under ; they. 


give out, they confider the things that belong: 


unto their peace; and if thoſe flaſhes do not 
produce theſe effects in them the holy Ghoſt 
expetts, they are apt to charge Conſideration 
with inſufficiency, and cry out, againſt it, as a 
meats improper to produce that feriouſneſsof 
life _ Ons FOUmires of them, 1n order to / 
everlaſti ppineſs;z wherein they appear to 
me Ga youns and haſty Chymilſ! OE 
impatient, and. will not let, the Merſtruum 
ſtand long enough, but would have the Expe- 
riment perfe&, before the matter be ripe for- 
operation; and thus they come to. muſcarry. 
Tothink how men play the. fool with Re- 
ligion, how aukwardly they go: about it, and 
how-filly the Apologzes arethey make for this 
negle&, cannot but make a ſober, man admire, 
how it's poſſible fgr them to fink into ſuch fim- 
;plicity, or fondneſs rather, 'to delude their 
own' Souls. They know itis not a ſtroke, or 
twp that will fell a Tree, nor knocking twice 
or-ithrite that will pull down;a Houſe, nor 


. blowing ſlightly that will make green Wood 


burnz and yet that they ſhould be fo ſottiſh, 
ſo. impertinent, ſo abominably, careleſs in the 
greateſt concern, of. their lives, and fancy, that 
afew.careleſs thoughts now and then will pro- 


and 


| "e143. 
and urges; "betrays rays {o ofcat « ſhall 
reaſon, and is ana&ſo Tow that 1'kndw not 
how to giveit a name diſparaging at low 
enough. 
_ - Abs! Clbfiecariont a+ hath been Kimed 
"before, 1s a frequent reiterated live] 5 bp 


ſentation of the danger of a'finful Hh 
SYNNER; 'didff'hot the! go-atout 5 Fo a 
franthat isinjeſt; thou 1 Mee what won- 


ders it doth! catiſe. - PRE or ſe: 'this 
thoughtfyl tak in ſober filnebs 2 ap the 
firft, and ſecond; and' third: Conſidetatipn, 
would -not weaken the! Fertficayions!; or 
ftrong bokds' of Inany, k, yo hen! whek 
"freſh &s of thoughts,” 'and aggravate the 
fins thou wouldft be [rid'6f;,” Ps thirfk how 
{on sf border uvpdiithe 
Hh co 2nd/move GbW'x6 

$5 2 his wrath, -chatſich-mer thall- never 
. Enter itttokisreft, thowweeldfi not figd-that 


daft fnOIc tg of he How Gall'a6d 
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bs Fife: atid whatevertath molt of -bwy 
onfiderarion, muſt neeeflirily prevail oſt 


with 


owne&'of 
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<P Letbiixthe Concert youu Sch 


have niore of your Conteniplations, tha the 
fatisfattions bt the Heſh, and you 1 fee other 
But where men {uffer the ſerial fila 
wy they have either felr,/ or heard of, to. 
upon their fancy, and to-{portir:felf with 
kmagmation, where'they dandlethe Gfewbe. 
ceit, and call pleaſtte 2b mind'ufts 
ger; than the real and folid-pieafives' of _ 
neſs; there  thoGovercign, ae ecihe Seal 


as will appear |{it6 mention” no'more:} 
theſe: two inſtances: Sachia ian s ed me 
with [laſctvious thoughts, andtaſiful teliress 
when the [mfal thought - ſhoots firft intothe 
mind, if he dopreſently call in Confiderations 
of God'sprotiibmion,. and atiptr, and of ever- 
laſting burnings, and ſet before his eyes the fare 
of Sodvr and: Gomorra, the brevity and tran- 
ſitorihefs - _ fleſhl; yſlatisfaQions, the tears, 


| — rief it anatta him, fever 


ry Fr accept: of :him's/! the uncertaincy 
bemeler the _ he rans6f being cut off, 
before-he may have a heatrvo. 1 Sy the 
iulticude and vaviety of (tms-bis lults will 'en- 
gage vm nz the diſcaſes and-mfirmities he 
may procure 5 thennquiemeſs of Conſvience 
he thaſlpull down upon himfelf1&@-): and re- 
folve_ to enlarge upon theſe gn, 

a 


(176) | 
ad. do it; as often as he finds his fleſh; grow 
unruly and troubleſome, - he'll) certainly get 
the vidtory, and! captivate: his luſts tothe: 


obedience of Chriſt Jeſus. But when theſe 


Conliderations are call'd .in-onely for forma- 
lities ſake, and that which. grativies his fickly 
paſſions, ſuffer'd: to be the:chief Gueſt of his 
underſtandings/, when inſtead' of Arguments 
againſt theſe Juſts, he lays out. for Topicks, 
and'Confiderations, which oiay diminiſh: and 
take off fromthe greatnels of the, fin, as, that 
God will not he-angry for-one fin; and: that 
fare; Gad-remembershow frail and weak his 
bature is, and that he dath-not intend:to al- 
low himſelf long in it, and that he would fain 
avoid it, bit cannot; andthat the ſtrength of 
his paſſtion-will excuſe the heinouſneſs gf. his 


crime, ard-that-moſt men-;have had then fro- 


licks in their younger days, ec. where he: ſaf- 
ters the circumſtances of his-laſt nights Revel- 
ling to roul-in-his mind, how foft fach :em- 
braces were, how kind the perſon was [that 
lov'd him, how ſweet her addrefſes were, how 
melting her ſmiles and favours; how pleaſing 
what (he-faid and did, how merry the meet- 
ing was, howeafte he was under thoſe ſenſual 
raptures, .how' glad other perſons. would be 
10 have ſuch.an opportunity. as he hadz how 
he was heighten'd/by ſuch a Cup, how elevated 
with that" curious Drink, how that Liquor, 
| | with 
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with the ſtrange name, diipos'd him for-the ca- 
relles, how tach an one. applauded him for 
his wit, how taking that jeſt was, how de- 
lighted the company was with his Raillery, 
ec. Where, Lay, the mind dwells upon ſuch 
fight and frothy conceptions, and whatever 
would daſh then, 1s but ſhewn, as it were, to 
themmind, is not ſuffered to enter in to:take 
poſleſſion, beats onely againlt the fancy, isnot 
permitted to mingle with.it, ; or if it enter, is 
juickly chiuſt out again; if it be allow'd a 
Far there, 1s foon dilmi{s'd, and turn'd away 
apain ; there certainly the man muſt continue 
a ſlave to his corruptions an, paſſionate, dey 


fires, and the. 'Conſiderations which weee.. to 


produce ſeriouſneſs, and, obedience in. him, 
cannot bit beineffectual, becauſethey- da not 
lie on long.cngugh 3 as falted, meat will not 
loſe much of its faltſh taſte, if but diptin wa- 
ter, nor cloth _imbibe a tinure, that is. but 
ſprinkled upon't, © (50 
;” Anotherreceivesa ſignal injury, theaffront 
heſuffers isgreat and notoriousz on a ſudden 
His paſſions are up, repreſent.to his mind the 
fweetnels of revenge, thediſmal aſpect. of the 
indignity, the' unſufferablencls of the dif 
grace, the ways and means how to. compals 
the vindictivedelign, the ſhame that's thrown 
upon. his honour, the baſeneſs of the injury, 
the fordidnelſs of the action, the ingratitude 
+1 6h | N that". 


W k, £6; - - as ” 


___ in it, the uncivility the offender | 


ilcover'd, the verdits.of his acquain- 
ra in qo he doth riot reward rhe ww 
ArCcar Ing to his work, the blot 'thit will 
n his Family for ever, the yprious adVih- 
5 he formerly- had "againſt the' Wreich, 
eh yet he ſcom'd tota e, ec. Atid while 
Hg Hh is filld with'thee imaginations, it's 
fbſe, refletions ot: the folly "of his-ang &, 
Garity he owes: to all "Marking, 
_ of Che and his A 
perſecutors, the 
Gothhg dn Tones and Mes 7enge, 
> Hes int our power to be en wth 
Uo Ne (ich choughts as tt a.” " $3: 
ike as taind'; out if he fo at 
reYenge to lodge more 
rffitid han ts. to pc Th wg 
Voc, it's fooh 'ghe('d WhIch of eſt wi 
nerots.:etbut his mind rarinate 
enifarget more upori the gt eat du Fr tofles Gat, 
revenge, than ypon The te of tiki 
E5 and the len bn ch'"infl a 
Ris ſpirits, and” made the blood Boil” 
park will cool b degrees, and che tons 
of the fleſh will ; ve ground to thoſe of 
Irit. 
RN Gme may be ſaid of all other ſins, 
which. he that names the name of Chriſt js 
ks to LO from; he that would 6 
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rid of them, mult not let the tranſitory fatisfa- 
Ron thoſe ſins afford; hover m his mind more; 
than the great worth. of an immortal Soul z 


where the latter is madethe moſt frequent ob- 


jett of our thoughts, - the other will dwindle 
away; and at lalt expire. 
To make this 'appegr, we need no other 


. proof but common experience; and though 


after aman hath raminated on the odiouſneſs 


of 4 dadling bolome fin; be may fall into ic 


dgain ;/ yet s, which.make againſt 
it, and proxtipt.himto part with it; being called 
1h again, eel again, and laid on afreſh, and as 


ehey | wer out, or decay , renewed and- 

hnedwith greater cnforcives, it will be 
md; Phat he who finn'd with courage and 
confidehge before, begins now to fin with 
teemblmp, and reludtangy of mind, and at laſt 
is moveto.-bid an ctertal farewel tot. The 
Sequernthinkmy on thele realons, the renew- 
<d and reiterated contemplations of the hor- 


zid ingratitade-againft God, and of the ſhame 


and forrexw the {m muſt end in, firſt weaken 
and loofen the Tree, then break it, and at laft 
doquite'iroot it up, and deſtroy it. Which is 
thereafornywhy the Almighty calls to men, Eja. 
46. 8. Remember this,and ſhew your ſelves men 3 
bring it again to your mind; O ye tranſgre - 
ſors. 'To fhew, that without often repeated 
Conkideration, they will contmue fetled up- 

N 2 oft 
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(380) 
on. their lees; and that without it, they ad 
not like rational-men; but like children Ja- 
ther, whoſe flight and-thin remembrances 'of 
their errors, make them fall into. them again 


with the next opportunity. 
X; Impediment. 


X. Converſe with eval Company. Thereis not 
certainly a greater encouragement-ta-real ho» 
line(s; than religious lociety, and; good exam- 
ples. Fnat innocence, we ce, makes deeper 
impreſſions on our hearts,” than 'that-we hear 
of, and our eyes+afford greater -motives to 
imitation, than our ears.” A Religious Friend | ; 
charms meinto that piety he embraces, and his | - 
kindneſs inſtjls his devotion into my:Soul, I 
am apt to imbibe his principles of virtue, with 
his kind" exprefſions 3 and frequent;converle, 
-makes his goodneſs 'as';familiar/ tome as his 
perſon. The ſevereſt : mortifications, if I ſee 
them perform'd by thoſeI love, loſe -much of 
their rigor and diſmal aſpect, and become 4mi- 
able; andas unpleafing a thing, asSelt-demial is, 

' © jt looks more eaſle, and facile, when he Iam 
intimately acquainted withall, ſhews me, that | 
it 1s practicable, k 

There is no fenſe works upon the affections 

like that of (ight, it makes the object live in 


the underſtanding, and from thence the will 
| and 
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' and affeQionsareſollicited into embraces oft. 
This was the reaſon, why the Chriſtians of 
,old, when they would in ſober ſadneſs apply 
themſtlyes to- a truly Chriſtian life, retired 
into Deſarts, where ſomedevout Hermits had 
their Cells, that by looking on their exempla- 
ry Devotion, they might be tempted into a 
chearful.imitation oftheir goodneſs. 
.. Andasit is with Religious Society, it both 
makes the task of the greater 'and weightier 
matters of the Law lefs difficult, arid kindles 
deſires in. our breaſts'to follow ſo excellent a 
\pattern z ſo evil company, on the other fide, 
, doth” as much diſcourage men from perfor- 
* mances, as are ſomewhat troubleſome to fleſh 
"and blood ; and hereof, Conſideration of their 
ways .1s not the leaſt. This implies ſome ſelf 
denial, and the ſound'of the words imports 
'making War with the ſoft and ſickly deſires of 
their Feths and having wrought their own. 
. hearts into a deteſtation-of this duty, th 
fright others from it, as from Meduſz's hea 
k. 50 Sup certainly turn. them into ſtones, or 
mſenſible creatures they care not for ſincefe 
devotion themſelves, and would not have 
others live ſtricter and preciſer than their 
Neighbours; they have a low eſteem of the 
ways of God, and would not have others 
prize themat a higher rate. They delight in 
{ſenſual - fatisfations, and look upon” other 
N 3 " mens 


4a . 
F 
1 inal ' 


| (1822) 
mens diſcourſes concermng ſpiritual deli 
as nonſence. They are averle from we 
hemſelves to the will of Gad, and 'woul 
(Wie others as diſobedient as themſelves. They 
think it wasa far better world, whenthere was 
not {ſq much Pray ing and Preaching as there 
15 now, and would have others {light Chriſt's 
invitation to the Supper of the Lamb, azmuch 
as themſelves. 

He that makes ſuch his familiars, and looks 
upon them as diſcreet and ratiqnal men, muſt 
neceſſarily continue a ſtranger to Conſiders; 
tion of his ſpiritual and "X7 CONCEFDs 3 


for. as they are na admirers of dilcourſes 
which may advance the welfare of a Soul, and 
ſeldom take the name af God intheir mouthes, 
except it be in their Oaths and Curſes; ſo to 
= ſure, they'll tell very diſmal and dolteful 
tries of Religion upon all occaſions, and rer | 
reſent the ſeverer performances of Piety in 
Fach an antick dreſs, that he, who priſes their 
company ar acquaintance, ſhalt applaud their 
inventian, admire them for their witty cog- 
ccits, and deſpiſe all ſerigus thoughts concern- 

ing things of everlaſting conſequence. 
wy A. we live in hath taught the world, 


. 


to. yend Profanenels under the name of Wit, 
arid to contemn Religion under the Mantle of 
Repartee, and quickneſs of fancy ; and bethax 
loyes tg b E 


e with thelg beaux Eſprite, will, in 
l a 
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alf-probability, learn to'be as carefels; turd as 

i as they, Fvil paliy gy i de- 
ahts in it, will infect him, do! what he cans 

e haveany good in him, they11 waſte and 
nſume it 3 it” he be deſtitute of vittuous 
ripeiples they 11 keep out all Conſiderations, 
as ſhall either diſcompoſe him iti his folly, or 
ſhed reſolutions into his Soul to come away, 
and ſeek a better Kingdom; inſornuch 'that it 
Nay truly be ſaid of ſuch a man, as of him ith 
the Golped, who travelled from Fernſalezs to 
Jericho, That heis fall'n. among robbers, who 


. 


Trip bins of all, and leave hin miſerable, Luke 


IO- 30. 
*_ Evil Companions are the Devils Agents, 
whom he ſends abroad into the World to de- 
baych Virtue, and to adyance his Kingdom; 
theſe are his Fadors, and by theſe he draws 
men into eternal darknefs. By theſehe pecks 
up all the good ſeed that's fown in us, and in- 
fuſes bad qualities into our better part, Theſe 
laugh men into deſtrufion, and damn them in 
kindriels. Theſe fawn men into miſery, and 
tickle them into an eternity of torments. Theſe 
turn Religion into Jeſts, and make the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel mattef for Raillery, Theſe 
are true Devils, that delight in the murther of 
Souls; and ſinking into the bottomleſspit, pull 
down their Adherents with them. 

And what likelihood is there, that-a man 

| N 4 ſhould 


( 184) | 
ſhould conſider the intereſt of his Soul, that 
canlorts with perſons, who do as much as lies 
3n them, dex re fate the value of it, and ſtrive 
to pit all: ſerious contemplations* out of his 
head ?. What-probability, that a man ſhould 
fit dawn, and ſet before him the terrour of 
the Lord, and be transformed by the renew- 
ing of his mind, who when the holy Ghoſt 
exhorts him to prove what is the holy, acceptable, 
end perfe? will of God ; to be fervent .inſpirst, 
Jerving the Lord ; to rejoyce in hope, to be pa- 
tient in tribulation, to continue inſtant in prayer; 
to bleſs them which perſecute him, Rom. 12.5,1T, 
gets preſently after into compatiy; where all. 
thoſe Leſions are derided, where the contrary 
Vices are commended, where' Conſideration, 
how. to be Maſter of theſe Graces, is exploded, 
as a thing fit onely for Almſmen, and Hoſpital 
Boys, where. thele ſerious Exhortations are 
drown'd in laughter, and ſuch things ſugge- 
ſted, as render a man wiſe onely for the world, 
and for thefleſh, and make him ſagacious how 
to gratific his head: ſtrong paſtions, 'and inor- 
dinate affeftions? Tay; 
- He that conſiders his ways, and yet fre- 
quents ſuch ſociety, imitates a fooliſh Garde- 
ner, that after he hath ſown his Seed, ' and ſees 
Ic come up, lets in Hogs to devour and tear it 
away. Conſideration ( as I ſhall prove in'the 
ſequel ) requires ſeparation at when ; 
calls, 
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calls, Cozwe out of Babylon, O my people ; it. is not 
onely, that they may not participate of theit 
puniſliment; but that they may*not ſhare in 
theit ſin, and, conſequently,” that they may be 
A to confider how to prevent and avoid 
th. 
- T do notdeny, but men may deal and traf- 
fick with men -of a looſe converſation, and 
not looſe their ſeriouſneſs, nor be diſcouragee 
from a holy preparation to a better litez but 
there is a great difference between travelling 
through /E7hiopia, and dwelling there; -the 
former may not change the complexion, but 
the latter will infallibly do it. I wrote anto you 
in an Epiſtle, not t0 company with Fornicators, 
yet not altogether with the Fornicators of this 
world, or with the Covetous, or Extortioners, or 
with Idolaters:, for then you muſt needs go out of 
er Sogn + But my I have _ to Jon _ 
to keep company. If any man that is call d 4 
Brother be =; 21s Arno Covetons, or an Ido- 
Later, or a Railer, or:a Drunkard,; or an Extor- 
tioner, mith' ſuch an one, not to eat, faith the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 5.9, 10, 11. It's one thing to 
converſe with a man, as with a Strangerz an- 
other to converſe with him as a Brother; 
one thing to pay ' the duty of Civility to” 
him, another to-admit him into the number of 
my Friends; one thing to be neceſſitated to 


diſcourſe with him, another to delight in it 3 
::3þ one 


nt94t without fear or wit ; 
pot import a necefiity of pollution, the other 
makes the infedioninevita vel F : 
+, Society in lin ſtrangely takes off from ;the 
he of it, it obs the {in appear with 
a.fainter red, 1t doth not, look fo dreadful, 
when men have companions in their offences 
think. there is ſome comfort in having 
lates. in-milcry, and dare to fin mor 
freely, wheti they are not alone 1n the att 
26y arcafraid, their fingle valou; 
Will never:be_able to duel God's wrath and 
ignation, bur. having athers joyn'd with 


em, they may make a ſhift to; weather. out 
N rempelt of his anger. . They hope God 
will not damn a multitude of poar oreatw 

together, and fancy, the great number of fin- 
ners may fright the Altnighty into compaſſion; 
if they ſuffer, they think, they: ſhall not fare 
rare thantheir neighbours; and if they fmart 
Ge theirs Rebethon, they ſhall be able to bear 
IK, as well as their Confederates in the ini- 
wh example draws outthe inward corrupti- 
Jioninto ation, and the inbred evil concu- 
[pan be, would he quiet, or die, if 


patterns did. not put it into fermentation, 


Many Children would be modeſt, did not - 
_ _ their 


$7 
their Parents behaviour ſeduce -- them oo 
loye oftheit vices. Some Servants have 
qjaify in: them, and turkt not venture 6 
into fun as they do, did not their Maſtets ex- 
ample encourage thetn. Aw firs for « 
nies ſake, andit's like would have continued 
ſtedfalt in bis innocence, if he had fivt ſeen the 
Woman eat of the forbidden Free, and bee 
_ = — her Fate Efit 
The Jfrachiter being tiingled arvong the Het- 
then, learn their works; and having cotwersd 


long with the Egyprians, who were 
Welkippers of Oxen, erett' a Calf of the 
Wilderneſs of Sina, Foſ ph comes to bent 
liarly acquainted with Pharaoh's 

and an Oath, By #he life of Pharaoh, gocedown 
with tim nicbane bag or retuCtat Raw 
had lived among = o thatle not 

the vileſt pang. rus” fr tom gimnable, and y %-4 
after conſents to an _— CG 
Solomon, by his intimac _ with his 

learns ta worſhip Is ; and his Son Ra 
boars, by Nam the young Gallarits at Court 
his Familiars, grows taſh, eveti to his own de« 
ſtruftion. Had not Peter gone mto- the High 
Prieſt's Hall, it's like he would never _ 
been perſuaded into Curſings & Imprecatians 

ct with Drankatds, 

approbation rey me Rs im it. 
Ahd thus it muſt needs be in the before 


Ute 


us; Inconſiderate. Ryo others as ſupine | 
and .negligent.as themighyes3* and he that lets 
bly acquaintance: withtbew grow: into fami- 
tarity, will -be aptto think, that ſure. be may 
ee Conſideration, af his ways as well” as 
f5 if they ventures why may not.he? And 
1 ay Arnot not the, omifton- prejudicial to 
: = piritual intereſt, why ſhould he terrifie 
If with counterfeit. thunder 2, If they 
hope ta do-well afterall this, why. may- not 
he ? Andiitthey fear no revenging Arm, why 
ſhould he make his life miſerable, by cnnking 
of puniſhment ?- 
\.: Imprudent; men indeed ! [ you may. have 
n; gthers;/hang, .o: drown, or -burn them- 
ſelves 3 but isthis a temptation to you,to fol- 
low them ? Becauſe ſucha man ruines himſe}f 
and his Family, haye yqua mindto.doſo,too? 
Becauſe ſuch an one dath not mind his-I rade, 
but lies-in Ale-houſes, and Taverns, muſt;you 
neceſſarily make him your pattern? , Becauſe 
ſuch a man diſregards the favour of his Friends, 
that are both able and willing to afliſt him, is 
that an argument that you muſt needs, learn 
his ways £ Becauſe ſuch a one lets hisGarden 
run-:to.'Weeds, muſt you: therefore fill yours 
with Bryars and Thorns? . Becauſe ſuch;a'one 
imbezles. his. Eſtate, muſt you therefore ſpend 
yours in riotous. living 2! And. will you ſtorm 
the gates of Hell, becauſe others are” ſo de- 


ſperate 


O 
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ſperate as to do it >-Will-you hawl-with Dg- 
vils, becauſe others "dehght; in; that Malick? 


Will you ſcorn theoffers of falvation,' becauſe 
others will not be drawn by cords of Loye?, 
Will you run the hazard of, lofing the light of 
Gods, countenance. for. ever, becauſe - others 
know not. how toprize it ? Fx 
- O my Sou], be nat thou tempted by theſe 
weak Arguments, follow not a multitudeto do 
evil. Let not the way that leads to deſtruftion 
invite thee, becauſe many there be that find 
it.” Company, what .cver refreſhment it may 
be in Chains or Prifons-here, can' afford but 
little canſolation. in eternal flames. Company 
there: will but increaſe mens. ſorrows, and. 
Society - heighten 'their - woes and torments, 
in- that one will not be able. to. help: the 
other; and the-ſhreeks of him that: was ſe- 
duced into fin, will but aggravate the groang 
and.anguiſh of the Seducer, when -he muſt re- 


 .memmber;/that hewas that Devil that dragg'd 
the other intoendleſs tortures. . Strive; ſtrive, 
.O ©, Sou], to walk inthe ſtrait way: :Let not 
the {mall number of Travellers fright: thee 


it's. the-likelier way. to Heaven, becauſe, the 
great, the mighty, the wiſe men of this world, 
will not{toop to this narrow Gate 3 for God's 
ways are not our ways , Or. are © his 
thoughts as our thoughts 3 what the world 
admires, he deſpiſes 3'and what ſenſual = 

| ; make 


of thol er wei 28 in, 

ie is, 10 theſe belongs the promiſe , Fog p not, 

vhou little Ploek., for it 3 ow Reba, s. good 

Vo e to give you the re ; pas 
Fg. 33. | 
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ever fines 'he hath vouch 0 plan. 
Church in the World, hath "nal Omer 
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Rom what hath been faid; we ly ality 
| drawthis Condyfion, That want 6f Con- 
fidetitton 1s the unitrappy $ pring; from which 
moſt 6 tie miſerjes Led oe of Mat- 
kind flow. Indeed God, Tfe. 5. 13; 13: makes 
this' the preat reaſon, Wh his people were gone 
into Ci oy ty, why their Bund. men were 
fanfhd;' and their tnltitude dried - up with 
thirft 5" why Hell bad.exlarged herſelf, "ard open'd - 
er month without meaſure; and thetr'glory, and 
theit miltitude, and their pomp deſcended tnts 
7.” It's the want of it, which; in allAges, hath 
rocht 4 God's judgments, which, by Con- 
erin, might have been ſtopt and pre- 
verſed; | Had d Ally tiprov' d his ſolitarmels 
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ir the Garden of Edez, into ſerious Conſide- 
ration. of thenatureof the P his Maſter 
ve bim, and refleted on, the wiſdom of the 
apreme Law-giver, that made it, onthe im- 
menſe bounty his great Benefaftur had 
crown'd him withall, on theabominable ingra- 
titude he would make himſelf guilty of, by 
ena. werprar ety; —— roo - he 
-but recollected himſelt (when tempted to eat 
of the dangerousfruit, under a pretence that 
it would open his eyes, and make bim wiſe as 
God) and thought, that the Creator of: Hea- 
venand Farth knew beſt, what degree of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge became a creatbre of .his 
quality and condition; and he that was all 
 loye; and beauty, and kindneſs, would, nat 
have interdicted him that fruit, if the food 
n e any way advanc'd his happineſs, 
and that therefore there muſt be ſome cheat in 
the temptation : That the Angels whichwere 
lately. thrown down from their glory, .could 


unimfn- 
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terrupted proſperity and.ummortality he W3s 
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ptonifd /upon' his obedience ; -it's:ndt: the = 
charms; be Thetoricks or ſoft Janguage of a 
Wife; nor the ſubtilty'of a Serpent; nos the 
pretended Onniſcientbthe Devil-flatter'd him 
withall, would havemadehim leave;that hap- 
py ſtate, which the infinite gootinefs!of. Hea- 
ven had plac'd himin. "But: while'he ſuffers 
the pleaſure of a Garden to tranſport/his-Soul, 
and'to' blind it, fears no- 11], no; miſchief, no 
danger among theR6ſes and Flowersof Para- 
diſc, 'embraces the deceitful ſuggeſtion, with- 
out exathining the cauſe, the manner; or' the . 
end ' of it, ſwallows the fatal bait without 
chewing,” believes a Wie, and-a Beaſt, with- 
our Axdering the conſequence; ofthe fact, 
and iniquires not how God may refent his cu- 
riofity,' tie falls into deathand nuſcry,anderagy 
A bof ſerity after him. 7 

Had the Inhabitants of Sodom and: Gomors 
rehrefledted, like rational men, on the reproofs 
and admonitions of righteous Lot, confider'd 
the kindneſs of the Almighty, 'in ſending 
them ſich a Preacher, and thought with 

DO That fure -it could not be the 
Preachers intereſt, to ſet himſelf againſt their 
vices That except Conſcience, and-a Divine 
Commiſſion had- prompted him to attempt 
their reformation, it was not probable he 
wouldenrage adebauched City againſt himſelf, 
and make himſelf obnoxious to the tury of the 
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but vedans and  fought-; nothing | bu, their 
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ea Pcs Thar God would.got al- 
tp affronts, nos ſuffer his mechods 
imthen, to-be| baffled pe Go ; 
That gre ny ngt hope! to clcape. 
indignation; no more.4hen the--wen.of the 
firſt World; and-when their. fins were equal, 
Gad's . judgments: would. qvertake them, as 
well-as:they-did their::Prethren That, Gad 
could rnnctes ng Eres ah by Pane 
tortfientance 3 and being great Nr Er 
of Men, ; 67} not but: dlign theip Mo i 
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rations familiar 40 their Seuls mu _ 
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back: thatfire and + brimftone, | whigh.; 

them: . Want of Confidera- 

rion mbdd them ſecurein fin, and taxa Quit) 

| Prepared or their devaſtation. 71; 

- Inileed there is no. \inalmoſt, but. is __ 

mitted for want of Conſideration. Man con- 


lidern not t what lan is, nor how loathſog it i, to 
that 
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that God, 'whidcarries them an: his Wings,: 43 
the: Eagle doth. heryaung,-nor what :injury 
they do to>:dheir own Shuls;-nor: what; the 
dreadful effettsand cgnkegquiences. of it-;ars, 
and that makes them i 'and negligent of 
| aw TY/41 if) 
<ATY ft inſtinceers. Did>the: AR 
bait —_ rd Heaven 5:did his {wmdiand 
brutiſh appetite but givohimr _ £Q) 00N+ 
mplate that glorious Fabtiek,: thei orderly 
_ :ofahe Stars, the! 'of ow not 
e Celeſtial Lamps, andthe 
eviitrivanceofithar' curions Globe ; how kat 
'he could: (dream oba'; wer tn gt 
8 of Atoms,\ or forbeat 'to7 ackhibi 
moſt 'wile,"moft: pertect; and{rh6ſt) owrfal 
Archireck, tvew that God, who commanded 
theminto. being; and ſtilt ——__ NY 
decay and ſirume? / 
_ Would the .but confder; bow chat 


tave'a beginning, could not: make»the 
unleſs they-were before they were, fee 
implics a conmadidtion ) andithereto 

cettainly be made, and/:procduoed atifirft:by 
{5tne «29 ee that is Eternal and Om- 
Would he but'netiect on the/ſuni- 
vetal conſontot Mankind; tiow not onely.the 
ervitiz'd, buvithe moſtbarbarous: Natioas-in 
all Ages,” have had--a ſenſe of a Deity; 


war how' imprbbable iit-is:rhat all Mankind 
P 4 ſhould 
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ſhould: conſpire into ſach a Chear, ' if: there 
were no Supreme Power ; how rational it'1s, 
that-when' men of. different Conſtitutions; 


| Cade 2 all, ormoſt of them agree in 


orie dow ea there muſt neceſfarily be ſomethi 
more-than ordinary 1nt, and the:;Notion mu 
be! either imprinted! by God on the 
hearrsofall men, or carefully deliver'd'to Po+ 
ſterity-by the firſt Planters of the World; 
which inall y, they would not/have 
daiie;” they had had very:# ount 
ud xeaſonfor-it - Would the Faal; 1 y, but 
think ſerioufly:.on theſe familiar 
how'cauld-hefay in his heart, There is vo Gadd 
Howcould the Wretch deny a A ens 
ifhe:did but take notice, how: all thing 
im thoſe-ſtations,. ang = 
dencies, they were at firſt created in. How - 
things .contrary'to.one another, art kept from | 
oneanother. How ey es I 
ſecuites /the end; for which it -was uced, 
ps that's higher rar Earth, is 
ping, t from-:over-running agd-drowning it 
w | Kingdoms, . Empires, and. Common: 
wealths are continued and conſerved in the 
world. How oneGquntrey is madea ſcourge $0 
 theother for their fan ; ; rs" how:the ſobever 
Nation man gn #8 re onquers; the more de- 
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d proves 2pteſage of the funeral of their 
am. A eomrng anon prin ng, 
andeo ragy, that their' fall afterward maybe 
and terrible. - How fin is pu- 
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and-another man's ny OT 
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nuſchief to thew: rs;> ave | prevented 
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'tefi To ſubſtance of the ChriſliitR tigi- 
would he but take a walk in the Field, or 
is is Gates, or iti his, Chamber: and wegh 
i ts which nake for the Ovinity 
inte and Korwrel wo he nn pad 
Eand w ether his objections al 
| hand wei tht,” he ey yo 
frech' it ' pedig gree Rom Heaven, he Would 
"ſoon | mother milf; and: pity the weak- 
yep and faucineſs of thoſe Youngſters, thatplay 
the Oracles of God in Ale-houſes, or 
"Taverns, or Theatres.” He need onely diſpute 
alaleFinticmanes. 
"The x he whole Chriſtian world, for ſo ma- 


a OS aries together "hath embraced theſe 
Sacred, Vo halts as as Treaſure of God's Will, 
-and'C tinances, as x” down 


2aven, toteach them bow d'will be 
Trent vin v'C "What Notion are toentertain 


'of- Goe por th to do to fave their 
ie? rev Tervonyy robable. that God, 
Nils ong £ pink all mer Fe ibn 
21:1 and hath ge: 
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t beſt 


out 


when it's evident, that v 
rections than Rh Bah che Ire y nin 
apt 


oy 


on- examination I find, that there i is no- 
thing in this Book, either promiſed d, vefheest- 


ned, or commanded, but whatis dignene, 
fit for a God to promiſe, and threaten, and. 
command. 

Whatever is he NEE here, ſeems to be ve- 
r e to his Majelty, and Sovereignty, 
ind Divine Nature. The rewards, as well as 
puniſhments, are Godlike ; and the | Duties 
prefied here, are but the neceſiary conſequents 
CT 
an remacy 3 which conſequences, becau 
——_ reaſon of his corruption, wasnot able 
to deduce from the Nation of a God, God 
thought fit to reveal, and manifeſt to him, by 
various Paſſages, Hiſtories, Prophecies, Para- 
bles; Precepts, and ka ai EE! ke th 

LIpan.enquiry I perceive, that t eligns 
this. Book are at leaſt very harmleſs, " great 
—_ being to make men good, and juſt, and 


honeſt, and live like mgnof reaſon. . Whateyer 
verity.or truth the ligh of Nature or Reaſon 
dictates, is here to be. und; and this Book 


is o, far from con or aboli any 
thingof! thax nature, that 1t improves od 
es 
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fines" ſearch MtheVolumebt the an 
tiene: Hebthen Philoſophers, meti, Who ran- 
fiekt Netute;' and tried what Nattire 
HEH God and akaeed the fone 
written upon mens hearts. If p all the 
1619 attd went y gave'and 
to: Mankind; $ them all-deli- 
ver'd in this Book: mb 'purer, and much 
cleret' tHati thoſe Philofophers were able to 
propo poſe them. 

The Sacyed Writers, who ever they were, 
for ought t ſee, wo men of very noble and 

$3 / for: ther great 'ehdexvour 
jerhe-pbie Rl op and-to teach 
thert ſachdeh We fer wreobt et 
to etffÞrace; 1 Exhott metito Hive like 
themſehves, like petfons” Expable-6F Grver- 
ce oh Obd. 1 &they' are all for preferva 
ine Societies, 21d tothis end, they 
aft! ol thats evi]: ahf” X 
Taſtes #rd'Pexce, aid Unity, atd* 


and O 59s tb Brute, and all that's 
= 


ly 5 and'condeton Sac, 


, hd 
cb Evol fins, which ” 
pert itn 14" 'of- ns of th 


fins of the heate, Ny of fectefle; andith 


a hearty" hfrignet 1 to” our . 
THEF WR Rare ahi" IMichtede IS IR tet 
firity th IE emacquainted: with themn- 


 kve A 
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Gags J v'd.in. di 
Ages vie at dj Sa: WE: 
ret; edacgtigns, Yet. 2 Ong MAE, 
IT a" 


bo Hy Goa, bee 
would have God. wag! = and ha 
like a God, in ſpixit and 
the-,cream and marrow repo | 
deareſt and tendereſt love to be given to.þ 
which indeed isa worſhip, fit for him, t 
aurSupreme. Ruler and Governaur, , in; who 
welive, and. have our Beu 
/ They condemn all Sen ality, which ci 


men-live likeBeaſts 3 

diſcontent, which. mak cs Co Rrenem fff 

and all pride, and haughtndls, Weg 
near bours bate 2 d.de JC Tg 5 
all baſe ſelfiſhnes, whi Lage thei, un; 

- oc parte 'They - preſcnbe the: gre 

Cordials againſt croſſes and ons ror. 

Promiſe-a better life aftes.this, -a life of eyes- 


.lafking joy-:and bli; and there were 
-NO- ſich ls y et would the. ancy. BI 
mnnghty om ig in dnpſ.ap0 calamities,, anc 

: {erve 10 bear; us 'up bs FED Aer - 
ighers 3 and ſhould we find nothing of 

ture; 'when we come to Ge, to be .; 
OT OMe —nde {ariel 
Labiltgert bY DIGIT 


r, 
= E returhs than they to the favours 
EE onthem ; and ſuch — aber as are, 

ome micaftite,' proportionable to: the means 
hehath afforded them, which'is-no more bur 
what weexpettfrom our ſervants. All which 
4s biphly rational; and I muſt needsi 
litice 'no' men'that'ever-livd in the world, 
could-give the world ſuch exa& Rules for:the 
mprovement- and advancement of a rational 
as theſe. Writers do, ' that they. muſt 
ave had ſome Divine Spirit to guide then. 
To'texalt" the 'Soul, and to tlevate it above 
Senſe, and Earth, and Droſfs; ;and-Dung, and 
to'makeit fit tobe admitted to fa with 
' ity Maker, ſeems tobe'the very drift and deſign 
: is Book 3 andif it went nas wy 
nſpired, t however deſerve t 
Yn NE ein the greateſt and moſt 
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gran deſigns, that ever were carried/ on by 


' But (are; [its original, is more than humane 4 
and' the perſons who:deliver theſe things, had! 
_ ecfthinlpaDivineCommiſtion.. When Tlook 
either upon Moſer, arid theProphets , in the 
Old, or-upon/Feſ#s, and his Apoſtles in the 
New Teſtament, Men who were the chief Pro- 
miultzers' of the Truths; deliver'd| in theſe 

\methinksthere appears ſomething; ex- 
trdordinasy,um them; and'I: cannot but ſee the 
my of God, that did:directand: help them; . 
HP believegnything;: that never heard, or 
ory fone |þ have the greateſt: reaſon inthe 
World to believe, that.that Mofen,whom both 
Jews and fltzthen'callithe great' Leader , and 
Captain«Generat: of the ws, was infpired 
fom- above, when! he gave: his. Law ta tho 
whole Naviowotthe Jems.. That hey 
 thoſeſtupendious Miracles, which are:Record+ 
ed'in Scripture, the Jewiſh Nation! hath firmly 
andconſtantly: believed; ever {ince they were 
wrought; 'and/ how: 600poco Men, before 
whom'they were wrought, and who:did feed 
upon many of thoſe Wonders, and who have 
delivered the real [>a of thoſe Mira- 
cles down to their Poſterity, and fo imprinted 
or the hearts of their: Progeny, thatneither 
Sword, nor Fire, could ever make them de- 
ay it. How, fay, this vaſt multitude of' Men 
Q could 
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conld'be miſtaken in thoſe Miracles, and give 
credit to his Law, obſerve every punftilio. of 


it, upon the account of thoſe -Maracles, if they - 


hat'not been confident-of the truth and reali- 
ty-of them, is altogether unaccountable to a 
rational Man. - Theſe. Miracles he could: ne- 


ver have 'wrought without a ſupernatural 
power, nor can Fimagine any other reaſon, ' 


why God ſhould' honor him with that ſuper- 
natural power, but-only to confirm the-Law, 
and Statutes, he gave to the Jews, -and to te- 
ſtite unto them, and:to/aſſure them, that they: 
came from God, 'and that the. puniſhments 
threatned, would certainly attend the wiltul 
negleters'of that Law. | 12:16 ff 
That: the Paoynend foretold: things, fome 
200, fome 300, ſome 50p years, before they 
_ cameitopaſs, 4s fo-evident from the Hiſtory of 
Toſtxs;Cyras,and the: Meſſias,who wasto come, 
that-he:muſtiprofeſs: himſelf a ſtranger to all 
Hiſtoty.,, that denies it; for, I find, the Jews 
had:thofe Prophecies| by -them many years, 
before they were fulfilled, and therefore can- 
rot ' be ſuppoſed to have forged thoſe Pro- 
phecies, after the things pretended tobe fore- 
told in them, were come to'pals. | 

But, had we no other teſtimony , that nk 
Writings of the Old Feſtament are'infpired}, 
| and 'of Divine Original, but that. of Jeſz,; 
ard his Apoltles,: { provided we can prove, 


that 
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thar theſe came with Divine Autkiority) there 
would be enough to fatisfie any perſon, that 
doth not delight indifpating againft light, and 
reaſon. 3 ';d at Fo 

That we owe the Dofrine of the New 


. Teſtament to this Jeſus, and his Apoſtles, the 


whote Chriſtian World hath unanimouſly bes 
lieved for 1660 years togerher 5 and I muſt 
needs ſuppoſe , there coutd not have beer 
ſach a ſtir in the World, for fo matry Cer 
turies, about the Religion of Jeſav, if there 
had not been fach. a perſon 1n the World. 
But in this I find the whole World agree 3 
Thar there was ſuch a perſon, not only Chri- 
ſtians , but their greateſt Enemies *both Jews 
and Heathen, do confeſs'it. This Feſ#s, as he 
doth aver and maintaitt, That God ſpake by 
Moſes, and the Prophets of old, ſo he could 
not but be himſelf a perſon ſent from God 
to reform; the World , and to let ' them 
know the Will and Pleaſure of the AlE- 
mighty ,, concerning their everlafting hap< 
ns... hd Be 

For I find he wrought ſuch Miracles, 
Works fo exceeding Art, and Nature, that 
they were the wonder, and confuſion of the 
World; Nor do I upon examination per- 
cave, that the Jews deny it ; only they give 
out, that being well $kill'> Mm the Art of Ma-' 
gick, and dealing with the Devil, he made 
a Qu2. alt 
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all that ſtir and note. tn the Woo anddrew 


ſo. many  prevay's after him, Sl Y any 


Man' in fo wits ſeems the Get Pl 
Babies 4 for his Doctrine, Life ee? 


tended to the deſtrufion of the Devils g- 
dom, His firſt V.Vark was to Crbia is Bing: 
and © to pull down the, ; Worlkup c of Devils, * 


Encourage real Goodneſs, and Piety, 
abhorrency, not only of all evil, but of. Gil a; 
Pearance of evil, and, if Satqn caſt out 
tar , he 3s divided ' againſs hj ſelf, and os 

*g: "7 gh 


"hey foal his Kingdqn Hap Math, 1,24 


Fig. chat the "Kt "bf Magick. in, tho 
Js in great Ig with all. the Gran» 


- of the ews, and they -arriy'd. tq ver 

it potion in It. Ang if this WY 
rough | ; Miracles by that Art, why 27 

Ton at Maſters of Magick. , -Imitars 


LORE 


nder rful Y Yorks; pot a men Wh 
SIE .when the (ASS ket 
ce, or Hell could | gin 
that none of his Adverſaries, whatever 10 
of them had done. before, duſtbeſo En, 
_ mpudent, as to charge bim with t 


and diſmal crime ero Aut has 
the greateſt advantages of any Man that ever: 
liv” Fo know the utmoſt rea of Magick; for 


as. his extreme yiciouſnels and debauchery 


made him the Devils Darling , fo he had 8 
c 


U 


ONS". yy S 
*F 
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"the Ma ilar in the World to teach; and to 
"ihftrot him; yet with all the tricks and jug- 
'"gfes, that either 'Men or Devils could furniſh 


him withal, I do not find,. that he was able to 
Cure a cut Finger. cs. ads 
As great 'ar Enemy as Jian the Apoſtate 
was to the Chriſtian Religion, as much as he 
hated, and perfecuted it, yet by what is Re- 
corded by very faithful Men, I fee, he could - 


radi” | bur” that Feſ#s did open the eyes of 


me blind Men, and Cured others that were 
Lame, and difpoſleſſed not a few, that were 


"moleſted with' evil ſpirits 3 and though he 
' makes light of theſe wonders, yet to a Man 


that is not poffefled with prejudice; thoſe 
"Works will' ſeem Divine and Supernatural z 
not but that Cataradts, and accidental dim- 
nels of the eyes, may be redreſſed by natu- 
'Tal means; but,. where Men that are born 
blind, are reſtored to their fight with a word, 
It cannot bur argue a Commniffion from Hea- 
Ven. 

I cannot readily comprehend , why Tibe- 
ris (hould have been fo fond, to have this 
Feſws alcribed into the number” of the R9o- 
man Gods; or why Severus ſhould worſhip 
him m his Cloſet among his other Deities 3 
or why Adrian ſhould have purpos'd to erect 
Temples, without Images to his Honour, it 


Q 3 they 
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they had not look'd upon him as ſome extra» 
oy Ari erſon, and ws pe 2  Cafficienthy 
allured of the many wonderful Works he had 
CONe, | 
' © The Evangeliſts ( whoſe Wing I haye 
. No more reaſon to queſtion, than I do the 
perign s of Tacitus, or Senecg, or Cicero , or 
©y, they having been univerſally acknow- 
ledged to be therrs, and no Man having ever 
een able to confute their relation, or to give 
any fatisfattory Argument, why they ſhould 
not be. believed) theſe Eyangeliſts, ſome of 
them being Eye-witnelles, I find, make men- 
tion of ſeyeral Miracles that were wrought 
before great 'multitudes of People; and cer- 
tainly ſome judicious Men then living wopſd 
have found 1t out, if there had been a cheat, 
or juggle in't: Nay, is it rational, that the A- 
poltles of this Feſw would, or durſt, with 
that freedom, boldneſs, and confidence, have 
affirmed, aſſerted, and abetted both his Reſur- 
reftion,and his Miracles, in the very Metropo- 
lis of J=dea, in the City of Jeruſalem, where 
jt had been an eafie matter tq-diſcover the 
fraud, if there had þeen no ſuch thing? Fram 
all which, I muſt neceſſarily conclude, as Nz- 
codemys, John 3. ver. 2. Maſter, we know that 
thou art a Teacher come from God; for no man 
can do theſe Miracles that thou doeft, except God 
be with hine. o& Y' 99 | 6... 6006 + $4 ar 
(2 h Indeed 


— 


| 


CHEN, EET 
-.- Indeed , if I will not put a Veil-over.my 
face, and wilfully blind-my ſelf, .1 muſtineeds / 


* conclude, "That his Dodrine muſt.be Divine, 


whoſe Miracles were {0/nor:can I {uppole it 
poſlible, that God would utter that "Perſon, 
whom he intruſted with his own power-of 
doing Miracles, to obtrude unto the World 
falſe and idle' Tales, or unneceſlary .and'im- 
pertinent Doftrines, and Injundtions. :: I-can- 
not conceive, why God ſhould communicate 
tohim the powerof doing Miracles, except it 
-be to confirm-the Divinity and indiſpenſable 
"neceſſity of: his Do&rine and Precepts; fo 
that, if the Works he did, had a Divine oripi- 
\ nal,. his Do&rine and Commands muſt be de- 
'rived from Heaven too , elſe it would fol- 
low, that God had- been very unwiſe in his 
choice, .and had exerted his Omnipotent 
power to little or no-purpole, only to make a 
ſhew in the World, or to increaſe the King- 
dom of darkneſs, than which, there can no- 
' thing be imagin'd more abſurd, or incongru- 
ons. | 
' If T confider the progreſs of this Goſpel ,-I 
find it's altogether Miraculous,,not only-/be- 
cauſe the Apoſtles, who propagated this Da- 
crine, had the power of Miracles conter'd on 
them by this Joſwws, which- proves him to have 
- been ' in the: form” of "God ,” but: becauſe in 
leſs' than 200-years, without force or'iarms , 


a 0A in 


in-deſpite/of Sword, and Fire; and the dwreſt 
Torments, /it ſpread; over-all. the known 
World. . [That the Mahometan Religion made 
a. tupendous pragrels after -1ts firſt rife, 1s 
NOt | naked at we wp on 
* means whereby it. enlarged its power, v4z, by 
Sword , and Violence , by 'depopulating 
Countries, ' by killing and murthering/1all 
that! reſiſted ,, will judge it raſe from Hell 
xather., than came down from Heaven. But 
1 find-the Goſpel fpread 10 8-Prodigy, ogl 
Þy innocence, and patience z/ by -dewg w_ 
and ſuffering evil, the proper' Azms of Hea- 
ven, 4 
I ſee, how in defpite of all the Arts, and 
| Stratagems , the:Devil could invent: to ſhap 
4ts progreſs, in deſpite of all the endeavars.of 
' Nero , Domitian, Irajan, Devine, Dioclep- 
47, 20 ToO0t it out, it mock d- their rage -and 


| fury, 1 find how the blood of Martyrs, that 


.was {pilt this day, brought fotth a greater 
number of Conkeffors the next3/-and analti- 
tudes of Chriſtians, that were Sacrificed- this 
: week, were ſeconded by a greater Army in a 
few dayes after, and Men feem'd to glory in 


being deſign'd for death, and {erving asAp- 
prentices of Martyrdom; and though here - 


-and there a Mahometan may dic for his Re- 
gion, yet-ſuch a number of Martyrs no Rt- 
hgion can ſhews-and what can I think of fo 


many 


that ſhall refleft on' the 


or. themſelves trembled at,and which made 

the very heathen bluſh, (ſo great yas the: 1 _ 

humanity) rather than deny, that. 

.which they had upon indubnable. T lms 
 xcceivd as Divine? What op} bs think, io, 

of theſe Men, but that the 

' {earch'd into the truth per ey his Colp el, and 


.,of the Heathen themſelves, by cooleſin Heathen 
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many :Myriads of. Men , that being _ offered 


lenty Honors, Pretermens,d 
Cl kens To! and would [uffer the moſt, 'r-4 


quilite Tortures, Tortures which the. Execu- 


were maſt certainly aflur'd;, that 1 ou was 49 
Word, and Wl of Gods and that this Je- 


J#s would moſt certain! Y fulfil his pronules 


to them, and give them Eternal Life, Fe they 


could be OD to loſe their hives on Earth 


for his ſake; That ſo many Hundred:thou- 
ſand men, many of them.learned, and wile, 
and of noble blood, and ingenious educatir 
on, ſhould throw away their lives in a hy- 
mor, without very good ground, that what 


they believed, was really Divine, and. could 
Not dn be ſo, is-a thing ſo. incredible, that 


thoſe, who can think ſo, diſcover cthemſely 
to be the moſt credulaus Dunces in the 


World. 


IRead, how in and about Chriſt's time, ei- 


_.ther juſt before his coming, Tiki 54-4 dn his 


departing out of this Warld, 


Oracles, 


CO 


yy 


£ 


'Oricles, and the Voices of Devils ceaY," And 
'can_I think the Devil would have left detu- 
"ding the World,” by his ambiguous 'Oractes, 


4. 


af 


"their power, and maintained their poſſeſſion, 
and defended their univerſal 'Empire, and 
"made. Menknow, that the'atm of fleſh 'was a 


03 many 
 phers, ſo many learned Men, fo'many Sages, 
"'vzen of the greateſt wit, and j Fad 


WW : 
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off of the Stage voluntarily, ahd quiet- 


+ "except he had been forced, and compel- 
'Kd'to it by this prodigious 'perſon , whorh 


j 


God fent into'the World to reveal his Glory? 
Certainly it coutd not be one that was mere 

an, whom 'theſe evil Spirits would 'have 
vatted and'bowed to; without he had been 
more than Man, they would have diſputed 


very inconſiderable weapon to controll, or 


"derhrone the Rulers of the darkneſs of this 
--* 'T find wherever this Goſpel came, the De- 


vil fled away; this deſtroyed his Service, 
Prieſts, and Altars, and the gatesof Hell could 
not withſtand it 3 nor can T ſee which way | 
the Goſpel could have © effe&ed all this, 

without its power and efficacy had been Di- 


"VINE. * 


+* T read what ſtrange alterations it made yp- 
on all Peoples tempers, diſpoſitions, and af- 


' feftions, who embrac'd it z what ſhould make 


great Men, ſo many ſubtle Philaſo- 


udgment, 
apprehenſion, 


(235) 

. apprehenfjon , both in the- Eaſtern and 
Weſtern Empire, yield and ſubmit toit, and 
_ throw away their vain Philoſophical 'Learn- 

ing, and hymble themſelves to.the Croſs of 
Chriſt, except they had ſeen the ſtamp of Gad 
upon it? I Fnd, that the greateſt Orators, and 
Logicians, and the ableſt Diſputants that 
came with an intent to deride 1t, were capti- 
vated, and conquer'd by it, and ſubmitted to 
its Lawes and Dodrines. The change jt 
wrought upon Peoples ſpirits, was wondroys 
ſtrange ; # Cholerick, the Enyious, the - 
Drunkard, the Fornicator, the Adulterer, the 
Warldling, the Oppreſlor, the Timorous, the 
Puſillanimous, were on a ſudden transform'd 

' into. Love, Meekneſs, Sobriety , Chaſtity , 

Temperance, Charity, Liberality, Fortitude, 

and Magnanimity 3 and they that before 

trembled at the thoughts of Fire, and wild 

Beaſts, offered themſelves to flames, and. took - 
It 1]] if they were put by, and deprived of the 

Honour of riding in ſuch fiery Chariots to Hea- 
Ven. 

| . 1 Nay, I ſee at this day, how wonderfully it 

works on the Souls of Men, makes them a& 
inſt their natural inclinations, without 
any proſpet of temporal, intereſt, go againſt 
the bias of their  corruptions, and ſtop in 
their career to Hell, which they were run- 

_ © wg to with molt cager appetite, I ſee hay 

| | \s 


Acta... 08 

t:makes thens-Hate that Evil company''they 
[fbroerty daliphted in, and kow infipid it ren- 
-derbill che Gefts of their old” Afocrates, how 
it makes them love therr Eneniies, do good to 
-them that hate them, pray for them that 'per- 
oſeutethern, 'and deſpitefally uſe then 5-ho 
it \ratkes them: live: above ſenſe, and feek 
-ihiir greateſt fatisfaQtion In the ways and' or- 
Mitances of God. In a word,/how from Beaſts 
/it eaves them into Men 3: and from Men, 'in- 
<t& more than Men. And what can I aſcribe all 
2Hisc6;*butto'a Divine Spirit, - that by this 
Goſpel ſabdues the hearts, and brings the lufts 
bg of men into obedience to Chriſt 
« | 'Hethat Hall take fach Arguments as thele 
-ttto ſerious 'Gonfideration, may eaſily ſatisfie 
Ainifelf, that in theſe Volumes is contain'd the 
tte will -of God, at leaſt, that this, of all 
agy exeptt 1s moſt likely tobe the wif of 
-God, nothing in Nature having thoſe circum- 
-Rtances, -and-characters, and teſtimonies of 'a 
Divine Original, as the Rules contain'd in 
"theſe Books, we call theBible, have; and what- 
\ever ſeeming ''Contradidions and Tautolo- 
'S\es may be'found there,/ to a confiderate 
*min it 'would appear, 'that as long .as the 
'mainr thing, the true way to happinels, is ſe- 
"cared, ſath'accidental things, as frequency of 
*the fante expreſſions, and Chronological 
Jl miſtakes 
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miſtakes come oy (ther yarigys T: 
bers , may by, wi hp rote 
many th flaps Br 
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and Cir = s, of the [Calm = 
WEE. written Lie have RY toad no, Con 

Khonsz and that thus.it may, ialle 
, if we knew. all, thols wayesw 
and reckoning, an AR 
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t, MY full of reaſon 

maxelty. This is it, makes them; 

on that which. they pnghs, tg. gw to,' and 

Tea light LET Ai ugh 5 wy] ſterjes, which, x6+ 
their. gicateſt veneratis 

ON. . 


This 2dly is the Reaſon, which makes the 


enſval Man queſtion angther World. He 
confiders 


' (2389 " 
velifidets fot, what aDivine Angelical 'SpF 
it's withiti him, nor how ' improbable it is, 
that the rational part of himſelt Cf thing cer- 
tainly diſtin froin his Body, and which con- 
{ſts not of matter capable X: corruption, and 
ean voluntarily move it felf, which matter can- 
Hot' do) ſhould. periſh as the Beaſts of the 
Field 3 would he but conſider how this No- 
fion of an' after-retribution "is ſpread all the 
fberer World'over ; And certainly this No- 
96h "muſt have a+ beginning 3 ſochething or 
other did-occaftorrit tn kn  inds' ; the uſu- 
| aF Plea, "har Pbliticians did. invent it, to re- 
fiftiin- mien From! ſecret Villamtes, which they 

aw prefept” uniſhments ' would ' not do, 
A y impertinent 5 Fornotto 
ſherition ,” that there was Fs ev atiy Hiſtory 
in the World, that we could hear of, that 
ge ws art acc6unt of fach a thing, or of 
inning of it, we cannot ſup' 3 "tbl 
olithSats) if th were wiſe meti, and 

ee to're'the fruit of their labors, 
Would ever have adventur'd to lant this No- 
tion of a firure Judgment, in Men's under- 
ings, had not they either 'belicved, and 
been perfuaded; that there was a poſſibility 
of Nach an-after-retributioh, arid- that the 
notion: was very ſutable and agreeable to' 
Mans Reaſon ; -vr obſerv'd, that there was in 
m9ſt Men a very'great inclination to believe 


it, 
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it, elſe they:might as well have perſuaded the: 


have exposd thera, to ſcorn and . contempt., 
And ,whence ſhould this futableneſs of the 


of, the Soul, with the Notion, or mens readt-. 


ſurs A Cnr” | 

[Nor.:could melancholy, men be the firſt 
{ Broachers of it, as 1s pretended by ſome; 
for we do not' find, that melancholy fancies do 
ordinarily ſpread fo much. He that fancies 
he ſees ſuch and ſuch things in the. Air, or in 
his, Houſe, or entertains Notions that are out 
of the common road, gets but very few to 
imitate, 


add $.... ARA 
imitate, of to follow hit; or to thi 
1. But this'belief of 


it, meh 

bibe and cherifh it, and they cannot” 
yamft the Notion, it appears {b' pea 
that fill wemuſt have recqur{Ete 


feſt made Mai, anc! made this "Notion 
agreeable to: his reaſon3/ and this Hey 


not, could not Hive dojie;3Ffack'a thing hid 
| boartherided: "7 2799 + 11245 99h 
*'Wonld the fenfual 'Wretch--but -oie 
theſe circumſtarices, the Confierattor 
v confound ' his fool principles; atid 
_chifdiſh cqrclufions 5 would he but raketiine 
tq conſider how hard a'matterit is, 'to'cradi- 
- cate this Notion out of the mind; aftet ichath 
ance taken root there,” what*pains' fome'd#- 
fing men 'are'forc'd to ule; to lift or they 
rl 


e out of therr' Souls 5 how 'they 
are to drink and fwear to be rj of it ; 
how they muſt turn Beaſts, to unmar'”"them- 
felves, turn. day into! night, and. night-in- 
to day, careſs all. forts 'of temptations; tnake 
themſclves'flayes to theirlufts, court the vi- 
teſt of Mankind, ſeek: gut jovial” ſpeiery;'run 
— through a perfect diſfiplineof Vice; ate affaid 
to be alone, are ever in a hurry, 'darenot 
make uſe of their reaſon; are forc'd* to _ 
; x 
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all ſerious thoughts, are conſtrained toenter- 
tain all that's light and frothy, encourage 
themſelves in nothing but ſenſuality, avoid 
all ſober and grave diſcourles, be alwayes in 
the noiſe of Drums and Trumpets, I mean in 
the noiſe of idle Tales and Divertiſements , 
damp all the checks of their own Conſcien- 
ces, Read Playes and Romances , and. bufie 
themſelves about nothing but trifles, things, 
that School-boys would be aſhamed of, and all 
this to root out this one poor Notion of an 
After-judgment 3 and yet when they have 
done all this, debauch'd their virtuous: prin- 
ciples, ruin'd nature, dethron'd their reaſon, 
made themſelves greater ſlaves to the Devil 
poſibly, than the Devil would have them to 
be, they cannot totally baniſh it, it will come 
again, and fright them; and the Notionſticks 
ſo clole , is Fa riveted in the Soul, that nei- 
ther the blood of the Grapes, nor all the fro- 
licks athd merriments they can think of, nor 
all the Miſtreſles and Strumpets in the World, 
can totally blot and deface it. 

Would! he byt conſider all this, an eafte mat- 
ter would make him conclude, If there be no 
ſuch rhing, and nothing but Education pro- 
duces and cauſes thoſe needleſs apprehen- 
fions of an After: judgment ; Then why is it fo 
hard. a matter to eradicate this nothing ? 
One would think , if it ſtands tor a Cypher 
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onely it ſhould bens hard matter to unravel 
Edvication; for a Vice, I ſee, though it be- 
come 'a ſecond Nature, may be unlearnt by 
degrees; but this Notion of an After-judg- 
ment, 'thongh the finner may ſuppreſs, and 
{mother it r ſome time, yet that it ſhould 
break out again, and when the Wretch thinks 
he hath conquerdit, ſhould return with 
greater violence, nay, beat ſo. much ſtronger 
upon the mind, by how much more a man 
ſtrives to pur it out, as if it would not be de- 
med, and would have'admittance in deſpight 
of all oppoſition, and mock'd all the weapons 
that Nature and the wit of man canuſe againſt 
it. Thisſure makes it more than probable, that 
itis a Plant, which God himſelf hath planted 
'1n the Soul, 

Would he conſider with himſelf, I believe 
there 1s a God, and I cannot but allow that 
God impartial juſtice. Todeny him this, is 
to deny him-perfection, and conſequently to 

» deny his Being; for the notion of a God, im- + 
ec ga perfection; If this God be juſt, 

ow {hall I judge. of his juftice? I have no 
other rule to go by, but thae juſtice, which 

all mankind beheves to be juſtice. If God be 

our Governour, (as certainly none hath greater 
right toit, becauſe in him we live, and breathe, 

id haveour being ) he cannot butbea righ- 
tous Governour 3 and how can he; be a righ- 

#2; ol on Coe” 
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teous Governour, without / diſtributive ju- 
ſtice, without making a jult ditterence' by: re- 
wards and pumithments, between the: obedt- 
ent and difpbedient ? ' Andi when't ſee God 
makes no juſt. difference in this life, by re- 
wards and puniſhments; 'between thoſe that 
ſerve him, and thoſe that deſpiſe and con- 
temn bis Wilbz what can TI conclude, but that 
he intends to make it fy the life to come, or 
after thiy/lite is ended> Which way he in- 
tends ta do. nt; :15not materiah fov me to know, 
aslong as I am atlured, that this Soul I carry 
within me; wilt be! the principal ſubject: of 
theſe joys or. miſerics. ' He 1s moſt: certainly 
able to preferve . that: Soul which he hath 
made capable of being govern'd by Moral 
Laws and Precepts, and: tobe wrought upon 
by Moral perfuaſions into obedience to: his 
Laws; he 1s: moſt certainly able, Þ fay, to 
keep' our Sauls in being; even when they 
leave the Earthly Tabernacle of their Bodies, 
and to puniſh or reward them according to 
their works; theſe Souls being the principal 
Agents-in good orevil': And he that was able 
to create the Body, is certainly ableto raile'tt 
again, and unite it to the Sou], that fo! both 
may ” es" nar of the ſame fate. 'Nay, the 
neceſlity of theſe after-rewards and puniſh- 
Ments, enforce a neceſlity, at leaſt, of God's 
preſerving the Soul tor theſe rewards and pu- 
v R 2 - niſh- 
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niſhments; and what: way ſoever- God hath 
to preſerve our intellectual part after death, 
it's enough to me, or to any rational man, that 
according to the notion and apprehenſion we 
have of juſtice, he cannot be juſt, without he 
doth-preſerve it, cither for reward or pu- 
niſhment. 

For, that God doth not ſufficiently reward 
and puniſh men in this lite, daily. experience 
gives me ſufficient teſtimonies, The wickedeſt 
of men are, very often, the greateſt in the 
world ;. and thoſe that opprets ſuch as truly 
fear Gad, ſwim in all manner of plenty, and 
and eaſe, and riches, and honour. And though 
it's true, that ſuch men. have ſickneſs, and die, 
yetthoſe are things common to good and bad, 
and can be thought no juſt differencing retri- 
butions, Thoſe that make it their buſineſs to 
obſerve God's Laws, labour to appreve them- 
ſelves his moſt obedient Subjects, and his moſt 
faithful Servants, ordinarily ſuffer great inju- 
ries, are unjuſtly arraign'd, condemn'd, exe- 
cuted, undergo tortures of cruel mockings, of 
ſcourgings, of bonds, of impriſonments : And 
their Accuſers, or Judges, may be, haveall that 
heart can wiſh ; theireyes ſtand out with fat- 
neſs, neither are they plagued like other men, 
orit they be ſometimes afflicted, theaffliction 
1s not at allanſwerable to the horridneſsof the 


crimes they comnmut. > of 
| L How 
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How gently do many of theſe Monſters die 
upon their beds, no Lamp expires more lei- 
farely than their breath, while the other, that 
meditates in God's Law, day and night, dies 
with diſgrace and ſhame,or is moſt barberoally 
murther'd, and butcher'd. Can I look upon 
all theſe paſſages and occurrences, and not 
conclude another World 2 Imuſt either con- 
clude, there is no Governour of the World,or 
ifthere be one, that Governour will certainly 
find a time, if not here, yet hereafter, to mani- 
feſt his Juſtice, to reward the Innocent, and to 
puniſh thoſe that bid defianceto Heaven. 

Either Man is a nobler Creature than a 
Beaſt, or heis'not; if hebe not, what means his 
Reaſon, his Speech, his Power to expreſs his 
Mind, and toexaminethe nature,manner,ends, 
cauſes, and defignsof all things, his dominion 
over all the Beaſts of the Earth &c. Ithe be, 
we muſt not affirm that of him, which will 
certainly declare him mare miſerable than 
the Beaſts, whoſe ſpirits go downwards. If 
there be no other World, no Judgment to 
come , no 'after-retribution , why is man 
poſſeſſed with the fear of it? This fear is a 
thing of that conſequence, and hathſo great 
an influence upon mens lives, that from that 
fear, according as Creatures are either pol- / 
ſe'd with it, or want it, they may juſtly 
becalled either happy or miſerable. Beaſts, [ 

R 3 ſee, 
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quently. cannot be diſturb'd, with the appre- 
henfion of ſuch things, and therefore mnit ne- 
ceſlarity be morehappy and nobler Creatures, 
than Men, whoare not onely capable of fach 
apprehentions, but, by'a natural anſting, feed 
and cheriſhfuch thoughts as theſe. 

-Amd can there'be. any thing more. abſurd, 
than: to.call an Ox, or Lion; or: Blephant, a 
nobler'Creature/than Man 2? and yetthis mult 
necefiarily follow, if there be noother world. 
Manwould be the meſt miſerable Crearure in 
the world,  bemg' fo apt to: be tormented 
with thoſe tears; rt he did: die inte annihfla - 
tiorrf; and he mighe juſtly wifh hanſdfa Beaſt, 
and lament, that 'God had put fitch a clog to 
all 'his'dehghts and-' mernmentscand accuſe 
his Maker of Injuſtice or Cruelty, for: fright- 
.ing, -or/poflefiing tim with fearsof that which 

never was, noris,nor wilbe. - 7577 3 
Such-Confiderations would moſt certainly 
latisfie any rational, impartial aan; and de- 
liver him from halting berween ewoopinio 
and convirice him, that he dothiimot ceaſe to 
be when he dies, that there isa juſt Judge, and 
that he-will in a ſhort time find nt. by wotful 
experience, it a ſerious return to God prevent 
It nat,'that wherrthe jolly ſinner bamfhes all 
thoughts and contemplations of this nature 
from-his-mind, he'turns Monſter, — 
21 WW Dev] 
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Devil, nay, worſe than Devil, for the Devils 
believe a world to come, and tremble; and 
ics merely; want of Conſideration makes 
him fo. .. | 

3. The ſame defect. makes him wonder at 
the malapertneſs and impertinence of Divines, 
that in every Sermon almoſt, pronounce Eter- 
nal flames, tobe a due and juſt puniſhment for 
Temporal fins. 

Let the vain manbut call his thoughts to- 
gether, and ſummon his underſtanding, to 
take a view of ſuch Topicks as theſe. Why 
ſhouldI think it incongruous toGod's juſtice, 
to puniſh fins committed here, with .an-eter- 
- nity of pain and anguiſh ? Hath not hepower 
to do with his own what he pleaſeth? May 
not he affright ſtubborn ſinners with what 
puniſhment he hath a mind to? Had 1 a Ser- 
vant, to whom I were as kindas to my own 
Child, whom I had rais'd out of the duſt, and 
heap'd innumerable favours upon, and pro- 
mis'dall my Eſtate to, after ſome few years ſer- 
vice; and ſhould that Servant, inſtead of ho- 
nouring me, deſpiſe me, where ever he comes; 
inſtead of obeying me, laugh at my reafon- 
able commands; inſteadof working, play his 
_ time away; inſtead of going to the place I 
ſend him. to, run to Brothel-houſes, or Ta- 
verns; inſtead of loving me, hate me, and at- 
front me, ſlight both my afual kindneſles, 
R 4 and 
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and my fature ſailes, and notwithſtanding my 


continual exhortations to- another courſe of - - 


life, continue wiltully in the way he hath be- - 
gun; merely to gratifie his fooliſh luſts, and 
when heisconvinc'd tao of the unreaſonable- 
_ neſs of his doings, knows it 1s ingratitude in 
the higheſt degree, and yet will uilty of 
itz and when he might do otherwile,onely 
out of malice, and to vindicate his own hu- 
mour, reſolves againſt it; what puniſhment 
an there be too great forſuch a Wretch ? 
Werethis mine, or my Neighbour's caſe, we 
ſhould certainly doom ſuch a Monſter to all 
the tortures that ſeverity can invent, or inflict; 
and why ſhould I have any hard thoughts of 
God, for puniſhing the ſinners ingratitude, 
with erernal pain and lofs, an ingratitude fo 
great, all things confider'd, thitthe worſt re- - 
turns one man can make to another,cannot ſut- 
ficiently expreſs the horrourand vileneſs of it. 
God, for ought I ſee, in condemning wilful 
ſintiers to eternal miſery, gives them but their 
own choice; and if that old faying be true, 
Volenti non fit injuria, To him that's willing, can 
be done #0 injury, God certainly cannot be ac- 
cuſed of cruelty, for he gives the ſtubborn fin- 
ner but that, which he did deliberately pitch 
upon, and affefted; and though no man doth 
\ ordinarily chuſe puniſhment, much leſs ever- 
 Jaſting' calamity for its own ſelf; yet as long 
as 
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as they do, with vehement affeQon, lopg af- 
ter that, which hath this calamity 1nſeparably 
annext, we juſtly ſuppoſe that they agree to 
- ſuffer thecalamity,as well as to enjoy thething, 
which is the others inſeparable companior. 
He that is certain, that the ſmell of ſuch an 
Herb, orFlower, is poiſonous, and will kill 
him 3 if notwithſtanding this convittian, he 
will ſmell to it, it's apparent he makes choice 
ofhis death and ruine. 

There is not a ſinner, that lives under the 
Goſpel, but he muſt know, thathe who doth 
not practically believe the Goſpel, or, which is 
all one, lives in wiltul contempt of the Laws 
of the Goſpel, ſhall certainly be damn'd ; for 
the Goſpel 1s1o full of theſe threatnings, that 
he that doth but come to any place, where 
this word of life ispreach'd, if he be not deaf, 
muſt neceſſarily hear itz<nay, if he will but 
make the leaſt enquiry, and ſet.himſelfto con- 
ſider ſeriouſly, whether that Goſpel be of God 
orno, he cannot but find, that it is the Son of 
God, even he whocan as ſoon loſe his being, as 
tella lie, that hath, with all the proteſtations 
imaginable, threatned this everlaſting con- 
demnation to men, that are reſolved to-pre- 
fer ſatisfaction to theirluſt, before all his wiſeſt 
and wholeſome Precepts. 

This being known by all, that have any 
reaſon ar underſtanging, as much as that Fe- 
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long, or Burglary, is death by the Law, if in 
defpight of this knowledge and pefſualion, 
the hard-hearted Wretch will venture upon a 
life of diſobedience and contempt, to which 
damnation is inſeparably annext: What can 
Ithink, but that the vain man is n love with 
hisownEternal deſtruction ? 5 

In love with it! 'So one would think, that 
ſees him drive to everlaſting death, as furi- 
ouſly as Fehu did to Fezreel, and make more 
haſte to invade the Gates of Hell, than Elijah, 
for all his fiery Chariot, did to get to Heaven. 
The man that runs through Swords and Dag- 

ers, breaks down Walls and Fences, poiſons 
the. principles of Sobniety Providence hath 
lodgd in his breaſt, ſtrangles the kind ſugge- 
ſtions of his own Conſcience, cracks the bolts 
and bars of a virtuous Education, ſeeks out 
Dangers, and precipitates himſelf into them, 
and. with the noiſe of his riot, ſtrives to over- 
comethe calls of the holy Ghoſt within, de- 
fles all preſent convictions, diſregards the 
groans, and cries, and tears, and wounds of a 
crucified Saviour, that would keep him from 
being undone, vanquiſhes God's methods to 
catch him into repentance, breaks through all 
the prohibitions of the Goſpel, - through 
Vows, and Promiles. and Sacraments, and 
moſt ſolemn Engagements , charges all the 
threatnings of a jealous, God, and fights his 
way 
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through Rocksof oppoſitions, and all xg 
es _ Damnation, ture makes that 
Faech choice; and: rf fo, God co TO CO: 
ry, mgivmghm his own hearts defire. 

A. Sheep ora Honſe certamly- can never 
counter-ballance the lite of a Man, yet he that 
knows he ſhall be & ED that either; 
and will, in del Tpngat 7, venture, 
merely 20 gratttle fs ky ory "Faſtly ſuf 
fers the puniſhment, which feems: to'bear 116 
proportion with the things he-ſtolez theJu+ 
{ticeof the puniſhment is founded im the Ma- 
kfadors choice, And owe find it in the caſe 
before us, the Blefling and the Curle is laid 
before the ferrfual Man, Life and' Death ve 
propoſed to him, he's put to hischoice which 
of theſe he'l haves he freely- and  wiltall 
chooles Death, -and the Ouiſe; maugre 
that God, or his Angel Angels, or his X Siſters can 

fay w the contrary andit's but /t>t. fince he 

— againit God, and feerns ors rar to 
croſs God's endeavours to; parifte and turn 
him, and will have his wrath and I 
and ſoomms his Mercy, God ſhould 
have that Fire and Brimftone;'whnch is the 
portion of the Sinner's cup, and which he is 
flowery greedy after, if he were afraid be 
thould- never be ſo happy, as to obtam.or be 
maſter of it. 

Indeed, the more I chink of it, the more 1 


find, 


 .-, 
find, that it is not God ſo much ..ar coruauns 
him to eternal miſery, as the finfhier himſelf, 
*Tis hethat's thus barbarous to his own Soul, 
andadjudges himſelf to that worm which dies 
not. He kiiſes that conſuming Fire, as if it were 
the Light of God's countenance, and ſeems to 
enyy the Devils theirunhappineſs, he doth ſo 
long to be aſharer of it. He ſzatches Damnati- 
on:out of the hands of God's Juſtice, and 
while God offers to keep it from him, makes a 
long Arm to reach it.” 

- 'God, alas! 'doth whathe can to fave him, 
his - bowels | yearn over him, and nothing 
would pleaſe him more, than to ſee his-peniten- 
tial tears. He is ready, with the good Father, 
Lake 15.20; to run, and to have compaſſion on 
him, as ſoon as he doth but reſolve to leave 
the Kingdorg of Darkneſs; even that God, 
who wovg)' have all men to be ſaved, and 
come tothe knowledge of the truth : he waits 
to be gracious, and juſtly expeCts, that the 
Vineyard on which he hath beſtowed. great 
coſt and pains, ſhould bring forth Grapes. 
He doth not affii& the Children of men wil- 
lingly, he delights notin their tortures, he de- 
horts and diſcourages them from being acceſ- 
fry to their own ruine. He gives them: time 
and ſpace to repent, he carefſes them with his 
Heaven; he can do no leſs in juſtice,” than 
prepare aHell for the ſtubborn offgnder, this 
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3s the onely way to vindicate the honour of 


his Law ; but then he would have him ſhun 
that Tophzt, and walk in the way that leads 
to life, and promiſes him to rejoyce over his 

ntance, and to crown his ſerious endea- 
vours with all that's rich and glorious. All the 
Mercies, Afflictions, Judgments, Providences 
he ſends upon him, are to diſſuade him- from 
walking in the way todeſtruftion z he wooes 
the proud: Creature to his dying day, and 
ſtands between him andeternal anguiſh, while 
the Wretch ſaucily thruſts the Eternal God 
away, and will ſtorm the fatal Gatez God 
would hold him, but he breaks looſe from 
him, and flings himſelf into the Devil's arms 3 
and then ſure it is not God that fo much 
condemns him to everlaſting horrour and an- 
ouiſh, as himſelf: 

But if it were not ſo, that there is ſuch a pu- 
niſhment threatned in the Goſpel, is beyond 
diſpute. And this threatning, to be ſure, is not 
like the Ceremonial Law, which was but a 
ſhadow of things to come, and(fo fell of itſelf, 
when the ſubſtance appear'd. In this threat- - 
ning there are no. Types, and therefore we 
can look for no lition 3 | this is God's 
peremptory determination, . this way he 3s 
unalterably reſoly'd to. proceed, -and moſt 
certainly God is nota Man, that, he ſhould he, 
or-a'Son of Man, that he ſhould repent 3 His 
| Word 
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| Wordis engaged, and the Honour of his Ve- 
racity concern'd, to fee this threatring EXC= 
cuted 5 fhonld God diſpenſe with is, it would 
follow, that God either did not know what 
he did when: he made this- Sanftion, or that 
he'repents of it as unjuſt, ov thathe did not 
foreſee the 1 en ae 1 _— were like 
w enſue upon the execution/of this threatnme, 
atk which conſequences are monltrouſty ab- 
_ ſardandunreaſonable. 
- The termsand conditions:upon which Etes- 
nal Salvation is offer'd, are'fo- reaſonable; and 
ja and; I may fay, foeaſfie, that the'wil- 
fal negle& of them deſerves no leſs than loſs 
of the great Salvation Cod offers : were'the 
conditions God-requires, ma order to- everla- 
Ring Bli, actended with unconquerable dif 
ficulties; did God require a thouſand Rivers 
of Oil, or the Sacrifice of our Firſt-born;; or 
dragging the Cattel upon a thouſand Hills to 
his:Alta oy did herequire us to wade th 
inking Ditches fall of Leeches, and'veno- 
mous Creatures, as the Enemy of Mankind'ib 
+  faid'to adviſe ſome of the brdgans; did heen- 
joyrs us. to ſuffer our; ſelves:to be craſh'd' to 
death under Chariot-wheels, as ſome of the 
Heathens'ot [ndoſ#undo, out of reſpe& to their 
Idol Jaganuants; "indeed: then, to negleC this 
isd/ fehcty/, would admit of © ſome/ ex- * 
1 eule;the difficulty ofthee enterprize would: - 
ihe 
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lifie the crime, and the omiſſion be capable of 
ſome light Apology. 

But when God requires no more but a 
pradical Belief, and fabmiſſion to thoſe Rules, 
His Son came down from Heaven to teach us, 
the obſervance whereof advances. our Tem- 
poral Intereſt, as well as our Spiritual 3 keeps 
us in health, and in a good temper, makesus 
live quietly and contentedly, even in this 
preſent world, where the duty is profit, and. 
obedience brings its preſent reward withit, 
there to ſlight an incorruptible Crown of 
Glory 3 common reaſon will tell us, that we 
juſtly Iofe it. He that will not accept of the 
greateſt Treaſure imaginable, if he may have 
it but for asking 3 we our ſelves confeſs it's 
pity he ſhould ever enjoy itz and thenwhen a 
practical Belief of. the Promiſes and Threat- 
ningsof the Goſpel, is all the trouble God de- 
firesus to be at, in order to endleſs Felicity 5 
the condition being ſo facile, ſo equitable, we 
cannot.if we our ſelves were to be the Judges, 
but acknowledge, that we deſerve never to 
poſlels it, if we Telpile or negle& fo teaſonable 
acondition. 

The high quality of the perſon offended, 
certainly makes a fault the greater z he that 
kills a King, commits a greater crime, than he 
that; kills. a Peaſant ; Al if the dignity of the 
perſon i9jured aggtavates the (in, it may juſtly 

y | 2g2ravate 
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ogfavate the puilt and puniſhmerit tgo, And * 
xvi het - "hack. aftronted. his Prinee 
and Sovereign, deferves'to lye in Jay! longer* 
than” he that hath wrong'd his equal be nf” 


ors and conſequently he. that offends, and* 

witfully, without need, and malitiouſly, and” 
for many years, and in" deſpight of all the* 
Courtſhip of Miniſters to leave off, es a 3 
y 


Infifite; Eternal, Incomprehenſible God z w 

ſhould not the offence amount 'to a demerit 
of Infinite and Eternal puniſhments 3 Certain 
ifs, that the obſtinatefiriner flights an Eter- 
nal Redetprion , and had he liv'd for ever, 


he would; without all peradventure, have. 


ſino 'd for ever ; and (ince the Man'that would 
have committed Treaſon, is deſervedly Exe- 
cuted for” Treaſon ; Why ſhould not he ſuf- 
fer Eternally, who, if hi had liv'd here to 
all Eternity, would have affronted God, and 
abuſed him to all Eternity. The morel re- 
flet on the nature of fin, the more dreadful 
it appears to me. © If I think of God's Wit- 


dom; I fee how fin cqntrouls 'that, as if -God 


had made” very fooliſh Laws to govern Min- 
kind 'by: if I ruminate' on God's Power, 'T 
ſc how fin mocks that, as if al his threat- 
nings were but Bugbears, and God did reat- 
en more” than he could'perform : If 1 ca 

Eye upon God's Trath; and Veradity op? j= 
how ſin would make him a Lyar, chan able? 

un aithfu), 
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anfaithful, iriconſtant to himſelf: if Ttake'a 
view of his juſtice, I ſee how fin would dafh 
and aboliſh it; for in that it makes the finner 
for impunity, when he hath affronted his 
er, as much as he can, what doth tt,” but 
enervate God's Righteouſneſs, ſhake off God's 
Government, and prompt the ſinner to reliſt , 
and fight with him, whoſe Eyes are like flames 
of Fire, and whoſe Feet are asBraſs glowing in 
a Furnace; and that ſuch a continual contem 
bf the Almighty, ſhould juſtly, and deſerved- 
ly ; pull down perpetual torments, is a thing 
not at all contrary to reaſon ; Nay, for ought 
T ſee, the ſinner makes nothing of Eternal 
Damnation while he lives here; the loſs of 50 
br 100 /. ſhall fright him more than Everlaſt- 
ing batniſhmient, from the gracious Preſence of 
Almighty God, whereby he tacitly confeffes, 
that the Puniſhment is very (light, and incon- 
ſiderable; and, What wrong doth God do 
- him, in inflicting a pumſhment upon him, 
which, by his own acknowledgment, is fo tri- 
vial and fo flight, that he'l ſooner endure it , 
than the loſs of a Friend or Relation ; nay, 
rhany times wiſhes for it in his common dr{- 
courſe; as if it were ſorne pleafure to ſee Eter- 
nal Flames about his ears, 

How foon would Conſideration of fach 
Arguariients, as theſe, undecerve the Worldly 
wreteh, that talks, he knows not what, when 

| | S | ke 


the las rod ones is. et. 
«* 


-he-finds ule ih, God's doowing, carl, 
.wiltul, obſtinate ſinners; to unquenchable fire. 


But; its want of Canſideration, makes his Dif- 
courle ſo looſe, and wanton. :. It's this makes 
| = embraceevery.little conjecture about the. 
- ſhortneſs of Hell torments, before the ſolid ar- 
- guments that evince an Eternity of God's dif- 
| pleahue againſt. ſtubborn finners: It's this 
. makes. him prefer..a May-be, before a Real- 
known-Truth, and. the Man that makes ſport 
with Eternal mifery, ſhall he be more accepta-' 
blecompany, than the graveſt, and moſt judi- 
.cious Divine, whoſe Reaſons he cannot an- 
ſwer ? 
Alas!: did the Drunkard, when he comes 
to himſelf again, Smite upon his Thigh, and 
fay, What have I done? How odious is this 
Vice I indulge. my (elf in ? How like a Beaſt 
do-F live? How unworthy of that Reaſon 
which-the wiſe Creator hath beſtowed up- 
on: me? How unworthy of thoſe Mercies I 
daily enjoy? How would many ofthe ſober 
Heathens have fcorned a temptationy to ſuch 
a fin? What follics and extravagancies doth 
it involve me in? How do I proſtitute, and 
expoſe my ſelf to the contempt. and ſcorn 
of Men that know me? How. can I hear the 
Apoſtle proteſt, that no Drunkard ſhall en- 
ter. into the Kingdom of God , and go,on! 
Will not God take an account one day, and 
Ci examine 
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txattitie; how Thave ſpent thy traie;-ard ea 
f petid it wot; than by exceeding trfti 
Cteatures in fernſnality ? 'What brite bilt'a 
$wine wotflddiforder it fel, avT do'niy Body? 
What can I'pleadm excufe of fo fort # Erie? 
Shall I plead Natoral Indmatfort, wher? no- 
thing is a'preater a—_ to thy Natiire ther 
this Pad Shall I fay, Tami tenipred-cront;whieti 
thy yielding 'to” the Petfipration argues the 
vreater WEmknels arid! pot affitfiity 2 SHAll T 
pretend'cuffome, wheh thatin my criiieT car- 
not look tipvtt the piturcofa'Drunken Matt 
without deteſtkition * and'yer cart I a&that 
folly, which-T'cannot bat abhor in Portrat- 
ture? How tidicufous does even my dranken 
companion feem to'me,; If efther ficknels;” or 
fome: other accident; hath! for a cettairr time 
Kept me ſober * To fee a creattrre' endow'd: 
with a Soul, which Devils erivy ; transfortiid 
irito'a ſtrange fpeQtacle; a -min rather 
than a Chriſtian's his face pale; his'eyes (wel d; 
his Body reeling, his Moth railing; (andering: 
and abuſing both God and his Netghbort 5 his 
refolutions defperate, hisintentions evil ; his 
fenſual appetite: hawleſs, and ungovernable z 
his defrres- Jaſcivious and unclean, his aCtions 
diforderly,e5-c. To fee ſodiſmal a fight makes 
me admfre', when my reaſon 1s cleer, how its 
poſſible for men to be {5 wicked; and fooliſh; 
ate yet do'I wilfally fall into that,the _ 
hs S 2 nels 
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- neG whereof moves my Anger, and my Won- 
der? \Is this renouncing, the Devil and all his 
works, as-I vow'd;to doin Baptilme? Is this 
adorning-the Goſpel of my Saviour, as my 
Profeſſion requires? It I fear 'not Hell-fire, 
Why do. not I fear impoveriſhing of my ſelf 
and family? How do I diſpoſe my ſelf for all 
' mannerof fin, by this enormity ? What crime 
is there that I am.not fit for, when my Reaſon 
is 'overwhelmed with. Drink? How do em- 
bezel the Gifts of God, when I abuſe his Crea- 
tures thus? How do pervert the endof God's 
bounty ,, when I make that to ruine and de- 
ſtroy,my nature, which was intended to pre- 
ſerveit? What difficulty 1s there in leavin 
ſo groſs a vice, which threatens ſo much mat- 
chief and-miſery 2 Is it ſuch a pleaſure to'make 
a Pond .of my Body?. Is it ſuch a'pleaſure to 
deprive my ſelf of Reaſon ? Is it ſuch a plea- 
ſure to be laught at by all Men that maintain 
Sobriety 2 What hurt hath God ever done me, 
that I ſhould thus wilfully affront him? How 
ſoon. might I vanquiſh this fin, if I would in 
ood earneſt reſolve to be allur'd by my old 
:ompanions no more 2 And why ſhould they 
be dearer to me, than my God, my Soul, anda 
ood Conſcience? ' Will theſe companions 
Gre me when I come to dye ? VVill it not be 
far more comfortable ' to have none'of this 
load to burthen, and oppreſs my Soul hee 
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if God ſhould firike me deadiin a drunken fit? 
Dath not Dzves , his calling for a drop of wa- - 
ter to cool his burning T affright me 2 

How do prepare for Diſcales by this Viced- 
and if there were no Hell,-no Judgement ito; 
come, How ſhould the diſaſters which attend” 
this fin, diſcourage me ? Lord! if neither/the 
Plagues- which wait upon the offence in this 

World, nor'the terror of that which is/to' 
come, can difſuade- me, How juſtly. may 

God pour out all the Vials of his wrath upon 
me? How' juſtly may 'he'plunge me mto 
the Red: Sea of his Indignation ,. and: leave 
me tothe 'rage 'and malice of that Devil, 
whoſe voice. and 'ſuggeſtions-I do: now 0+: 


hy the Sot but blow' thoſe ſparks of Rea-: 
ſon he hath left, into ſach conſiderations -as- 
theſe, How horrid, how nauſeous would the! 
ſin appear?* but want of confideration: makes: 
him transform- the Image"of God , into''the 
Image of a Beaſt, and makes him drink away 
the Poors relief and his own Eſtate :/ This-ss: 
it makes him a Thief, for he'robs the poor; and 
ſometimes his own' Family, of that (uſtenance 
and-ſupport he owes thern, as he is a Man,and. 
pretends to be a Chriſtian; this is: it>makes 
him laugh, when he ſhould wiſh for Rivers 
afiFears}and for a Fountain-of Water, tode- 
plore the ſadneſs of - his:: condition here , +» 
: S 3 and 
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pry more dreadful [tate of his Soul heres: 

"Did, the Swearer ut leriopſly conſider, | 
hats, weak, ard, and pert 7 
thing/1$-35,” to mingle profanations 9 's. 
Name, 4yisþ bis Speeches, be would ſoon take, 
pains:t@ avoid it., and{et a mul@.npon him, 
ſelf; for running. 'upen the ſame / Roagck. agaimn:/ 
ewrog the bug thigk , Goad God! How 1 It», 
_— 2} 1 if. I believe there .is. 3. 

t can I faneythat God. tobe 2 thre; 
fancy him ſgeh-a Deity as the Pate: 
i "rrry ane - that. hath Rye, Tee 
naty»Ears, and. hears-nat; a Jeity hr 
or; $one, that dogan-ſecvrely; play, wi 
aDeny , that's not at all ieaJous of his E 
RQU: and. Gloryy/and; can {it down » Har 


excrpcafhent vhats put upon hun 
hs lrvaneſt of my $ervants make Rep, heal, 


name inovery $reweg dilcpurls 4n4 ELY tos: 
li:ſtory; and wheneves he. is peri 'Or PEG 
widy I bould- take /ievery ill at bs hands; 


andiguhy ſhould: L ahinks. God wull. endure 
thatfhom me,which I wonld not allow in my. 
EvatBoy., or Vakt gde-chambre. 4 malt cony 
bs.nthiere. is 80 Hal; np temptation. 'to this. 
rar; ap roby;3ipen the lngh-way,, is. 

an appareny- 4s ys , that: the: 
bug bis:Gold, and inayes Afdgr. 
tion Gs bug "UP, a8 @ bis Pages That. 
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he behold the Sun when it Miber, and the Myon 
walking ite brightneſs; no marvel, for he fees it 
hath a-kind of Almighty power , can make 
Foes Friends, unlock. Gares, break rhe ſtrong- 
eſt Bars, give him admiſffon into company 
of the higheft quality, &c. The difſembler 
hopes he wy fave hiscredit and reputation, 
fortune, by notſpeaking what he thinks, 
but in; ſwearing, I catt have no profpett of 
advantage , ahd F muft only a& the Devil, 
love fin bog fins fake; Fornication and Adu!- 
tery do 'yet pretend ſome pleaſure, but this 
I cannot do in Swearing ,” the greateſt Maſters 
of pleaffres, never reckon'd this fin, as an m- 
ago *of carnal fatsfaftion, and though 
there is no'redt neceflity. for any fin, yet, for 
this T.catr pretend no neceffity ar all ; wete a 
knife ſer to ty Throat; were my life in danger, 
were I t6'dye prefernſy upon'the por; if Tdid 
not fivear, T might have ſome colour of atgu- 
ment for ir, bur when theres nothing com-' 
pgs me to it; but my own wilfulnefs, I deferve 
no pity, no compaſſion; if God laſhes me with 
the ſevereft Thunders.' There isno fin that's 
more in my power to avoid than this, the moſt: 
an ur Ren can "x it ,-and ſhall T 
prerend. ittpoſſibility 2 T fee it engages metro 
vid oreat lichviliry: cannot be Seth all 
ſober cotfittty by it}, they muſt [needs be. 
uneafie in'my fociety,and to/hear God'abtg'd,' 
S 4 and 


and how ll I do wiſhto.my,own Soul, cannak- | 
. but grate npon a.heart, that hath any foſecaf- 
Religion or Honcſty ;.noxdo I {rex | pegple . 
believe me any whit: the more: for- [1 
but I render my ſelf ridiculous, and'\make; 
people think me diſhoneſt, pertidious , :and;1 
treacherous, who makes little conſcience of:. 
what Ifay; How can any Man truſt me, that. 
hears me abule the beſt, and deareſt friend: I; 
haye; or, What credit can any Man give.to:: 
me, that ſees me, ſo treacherous to Gad, to." 
whom 1, owe all I haye? . How can. any;Man. 
believe, that 1 will be faighful ro him, that. 
cannot. be faithful to him, who hath laid the. 


greateſt obligations upon me? Haye I, no'o-. 
ther way to prove my ſelf a Gentleman but | 
by this Gadd caurſe? Is this it that will bring 
reputation to my Eamuly ? Is this it zbat mult 
give me credit among perſons of my own-rapk?, 
Cannot I be a Cavalier except I am uncivilta-; 


>». 
a 


y. Cog?; Mult, I buy. the favgur of Men. ax. 
G dear 4, rate? Is. it worth, no. Ic than;the. 
diſplealur of him, who falls Heavenand Earth: 
with his Preſence? , Gan, there, be greater. nr." 
F" ; y : [AAS W orld., than Lam. guilty. © 2; 
9 ht 2 the Air I breathe in, the Earth 11: 
EOALBROD, He frown. ined Bomnſhca ah, 
tNe ire that WAIMs ME, ALE. a the Gift of; 
Ggd ang, Is this the return I, make.toitake:, 
bis-Name 1a vain, that ſupports and mop. 
you ; ains 


x 
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tains e2 Do I make nothirig ofGod'sthredth? 
How: often doth he manifeſt” his At 
againſt this fir in his Words andcatr” 
I | think I amnot concern'd tf the comminati- 
0n2+:What hope-catr'I have, that Chriſt's" 
Blood. will fave me; when'T ſwear'it' away,” 
arid thruſt it from -me with both arms? How" 
juſtly may God damn me, that do fo often” 
wiſh for 'it-and is there any thi 4n nature” 
ſo-barbaxous to it-Melf, asT am, in raying to' 
God, as/it were, to deliver me' up into the-- 
clutches of the Devil? No Devil would with 
himſelf ſo ill, as ' I do- my own' Soul, and s* 
there nothing in the inhumanity and horrour! 
of-the: fin', to 0 diſcourage and terrific” me. 
from 1t2-'- 
'Did the Swearer but ruminate on Frey 
ciflua ve pony, bow would: it'cool his” 


el. bur 

oi bi ker for _ 
ton is Ma er ivin bickat A 

w: ſoon would - che igang ride 
wk, "Ui the proud man but conſider, that” 
bes uſt; and whata wretched finfill cteature ' 
{and- bow: mach worſe than other men, 
a "nach. he fargets the humiliation'of' 
the-Sowof' God,' who being in the form 'of 
00a, tobe ght it'norobbery to beequal with” 
od; bur madetimſelf of no reputation, be> 

prin: :obedietit'to'the death' of the —_ + 
ow 
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how odious this lofty ſpirit is in the-fight"of 
God, how amiable Humility ;' how gi d&- 
reſts the one; and/ embraces the other; how! 
pride keeps out the operations and influetices' 
of:God's Spirit; and how-rhe holy Ghoſt re- 
Faſes to come and lodge in that 'Sou}, which 
ſwells with vain conceits'6f'its' own werthz* 
how pride'k 4 a ftranger to himſelf, 
how. it: makes his neighbour hate him, raiſts 
him- enemies, =” makes him an -of 
contempt and ſcorn; how all the gifts, and” 
hleſimgs, and: priviledges he enjoys, are bur 
the effects pod ergy How the! ſtarty 
| Fabrick, which! his Soul [doth animate; muft 
ſhortly:retarn rwthe Earth from which it ' was 
taken 3 what condeſcenfion God ufes/ tos' 
wards him 5:how God, whs' commanis Hea- 
3 weri and Pairth!: becomes ar humble Suitortd” 
tas: Creatures, .and iniſteat of confining, 
courts'them 6©-yield' to his requeſts and m- 
jundtions3” how: noble and generous it is to 
inmate him;- who is eterrisffy happy itt Him-. 
fdE''Q myGyd! cant 165k pon the 
example: of thy condeſcention, and' ſwelFitto | 
contempt ofothers! CinTſee Heaven boy to 
duſt and"afhes, and fupereflioyfly ſcorn him, - 
that frands'6h even prong: with me? Halis 
the! Kin of Pride «ae hall T become” a 
ſubjeX' of that Empi ire >" (lh F make Tac? 
_ Teaohier'> > [of Jr ſhall thoſe ' Spirits, bn 
wat 


OO 2 mon ea fro wn Yo ini oo nd mb TOR ning nin ld <8 1 


; 


(267). 
mWb.n7 Wa ir Hoes ? Teo. I fre. 
Z apPpToACA MY m an, humble 
7h and ook high? Can 3h obrog wn 
Beings. lay b Ad bis 7 Yn to conyerſe with. 
creatures infinitely below hicp, and be loath 
to. make my Fellow-Chriſtians, that are of. a 
lower. rank, may {parnons, 2 Alas! what is 
1fthat boaſt of? what 1s 1t that puffs up 
mind ? Shall a cloud, a | rapatl, a drop of the. - 


res who hath. deſerved to: gd ne 
rable, and muſt own it, as a fGngular.cha- 
s.of God's compaſſion, that. heath not! 
ago: aſſigned me my por 2; in He Re- 
pi ror torment? 1 do bur” beg; my daily 


J 
ſhall a Beggar exalt, and 
x er ub when al about. js 
ſubjetioa, thouſand diſeaſes, and ta 


difaſters without number, a Fabrick, wh 
UL n break and.ſhatter; 


o. inconfiderable_ a ehing,” 


(o.p 1 

AR Non .of every wigd and' wea- 

| ef a4 Sek plumes, and fall in love with - 

cauty Fa, 1835771 . 

this bes, ioufly confldertd, and how 
ve dio arride unfit 


"mA briſtiany that is a ftran- 

; ho hunt, how thoſe 
TX nave qa d in this. world, an 
lol ES bo tramp 


Ay 


1Ours, Are 
3 and how:th 


xaws their Squls, Wen how 
Voie 6 Taughtioe, "if not fer 
nted of, will end | in weepitig 
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would cur very ſtrange al-" 


e lofty cenf n's defipns: 
7 {bu wine 0 Ri obſervables 
as thin out of his Bot ,n0: 
I if 1 zbs Hirſh "a 

Wraps ns up m tis wn Be 
pay 'trasthe Prickles to all the > world 


bly in 1h 
Ra e Sou that's carele ttof God's ſervice, 
t ar 4K. =W; neither” hot nor" cold, but 
yy it, and,refle&, .Lord ! and is this a ſervice 
| for him, that is of purer &y& than to behold. 
y! Is this flovenly. devotion a fit'pre- 
a oe; es rches the. hearts and the. 
z.5n c y. Servant ſerve. meas; Wings 
Rt oth _y K-epl 
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Vaſlals! I would have my Prayers heard, and 


arfiverd,. but how 'can I hape they'll | paſs 
for acceptable Sactificesin Heaven, when they 
wait the fire of the Sanctuary, to give them 
flanie! Will God mind a Supplication, in 
which I do not mind his Greatneſs, Majeſty, 
and Holineſs? or can I think, God is ſo fon 

of ariſwering my requeſts, that he matters n 

with: what frame of heart I - approach | his 
Throne? Whenthe Primitive Chriſtians, that 
cettainly knew beſt what was to be done in 
order to ſalvation, as having converſe with 
the Diſcrples and Apoſtles of our Lord, when 
they conſecrated that time, when their ſpirits 
were moſtlively:to pious exerciſes, and look'd 
upon that Religion as dead, that had not fer- 
vency for its ingredient 3 ſhall I hope to come 
off ar' a cheaper rate? Is the King immortal, 
iffvifible, bleſſed for evermore, to be put off 
with"the 'chips and ſhavings of Devotion > 
Should not I, give him the cream and marrow 
of my"endeavours, that hath greater power 
overt me than my. Maſter, m Father, or my 
Prince? ' ſo great a God, and ſo meana Sacri- 
fice? ſo-infinite a Majeſty, and fo pitiful a 
Prefent? * How deliberate, how circumſpe&t 
am'I in'my addreliſes to my King, and is not 


| God'a greater Prince than he? What is my 


careleſs devotion but mocking of God, and 
my 'drowzy Prayer, what 1s it but playing 
A | wit 


(556). 
With hint, «t-whoſe preſence the Mountains 
tremble?  Anjinot 1 Laid of vengeance, or 
can 1 think "God will ſuffer a- Wretch, ' that 
lives upon his niercy, and takes no better re 
turn; go unfiniſhed? How juſtly' may he 
ny me his Grace and afliſ{tance, who do' not 
ſeek; it more earneſtly ? How ' juſtly may Ke 

By, ; Does fr front me, 1 kgow thee not, who' ati 
erent, whether I enjoy the Ii ght of his 
wrong no? How :olty ney he re- 
fuſe to be found by me, who ſeek him, as if his 
favour deſerved no pains or trouble } ? Strive, 
as 1t were for your lives, to enter in at the 
ſtrait Gate, Gith the Great Redeemer of Man, 
andis this taking the Kingdom of Heaven by 
force, when I look apon it as a thing' that 
may be had at any time, uport a Lord have 
mercy upon me? Is this wreſtling and ſtriving; 
when 1 faffer any outward worldly concern, 
bn never (6 ſleight and trivial, to rake 
from minding thi t concern of my 

Sour! Is this giving al diligertce to' maketiry 
Calling and Flefion ſure, Sls E am infinite- 
Iy'more concerned how to fecure a ſmall Sant 
of Money, than I am to ſecure thoſe Treaſures 
which fade not away ? WHI Gott give re- 
ward tomen, that ſtand yawning and ſtretch- 
- ing themſelves in his Vineyard, wareſolv'd 
whether they [ſhall work” or 'no? A reward 
Indecd they ſhall have; but ſach a reward'as 
hypocrites 
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rites receive,a reward fromwhich Good. 
Lord, deliver us. , And am I ſo ſtupifid, that 
,agthing of all this can move ms, neither the 
glory of God, nor the interelt of my nor 
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- ,Aall that 6an be ſaid againſt my, want of Zeal, 


_and fervency of Spirit ? 4s 
Were theſe reaſons laid home by ſerious 
Conſideration, it would rouze the Soul from 
herſhumber, and make her (ce, how dangerous 
her reſt is, and how deer that fleep will coſt 
her ſhe isfor the preſent lull'd mn, if it be not 


ſuddenly difpell'd and ſcatter'd; but want of 
'Confideration makes the carelets finner fancy 


God a Being without Gall, one that hath no 
ſenſe. of Honour, and that 1s pleas'd with his 
indifferency in Religion, as well as himſelf: 


This 1s it makes him entertain very groſs, ab- 


ſurd, and unreaſonable conceits, concerning 
that all Wiſe, moſt Excellent, and molt Love- 
ly Being, defpiſe a Treaſure of infinite value, 
trample on the Pearl of price, and forget what 


the hope of God's calling is, and what the 


richesof the glory of his inheritance is in the 
Saints. 

- He that miſtruſts God's providence, limits 
the holy One of Krael ; yet havel known ſuch 
2 {ta blown away, and turn'd into Heroick 
confidence in God, by ſuch ſerious ratiocina- 
tions as theſe; and am I indeed afraid- of 
want, and. being deſtitute of neceſlaries and 
$4 | CON 
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"no care of his creat re! He that feeds the 


in due ſeaſon, will he forget me, when he un- 
locks hisuniverſal Storehouſe | He that opens 


lo ns thing, will he ſhut me out of the number 
the hving ? He that cloatheth the Lilies of 
"the field, Sn not he mach more cloath me? 
1s God conicern'd for the meaneſt of his crea- 
tures, and will not he be concern'd for theno- 
bleſt work of the Creation ? Do I ſee, how 


and the Sparrow that hath din'd, and knows 
'not where. to get his Supper, yet cheerfully 
waits upon God's providence; and ſhall not 


the Air, and Fiſh'in the Sea, will he ſhake off 
his care and thoughts ofme >? How impoſlible 
is all this, if I believe God to bethe great Pre- 
{erver of men? Nay, he that hath provided 


not provide for me for the future ? Is his hand 
fhortned, -or 'his ſtrength abated? Is' not he 
theſame God now he was ſortie years ago? bs 


Havel beentn ſtraits and exigenctes, and _ 
hat 


[> FAITE which other men enjoy i Ai F4 
God's creature, and can I think, God wil take 


Ravens, wjll he deny me my- daily* | 
Joh, He that gives es all Creaturestheir meat” 


his hand, and fatisfres the defire of every hy- 


theBirds of the Air do all depend upon him, 7 


'T? He that provides for Beaſts, and Fouls of | 


for me hitherto, why ſhould I miſtruſt he will _ 


"his plenty decayed, or is God at a loſs howto 
ſapply me for the time to come? How oftett 
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kathfound-out ſome way- ot other to'dehver' 
met-and ſhall 1, by my unbelief, hinder :wta- 
frody dowg ſuch another mighty work for-me?: 
If-Etraſt him, I honour him, and ſhew 'forrh! 


yon to ſuch God cannot but thew; 
hisfalvation--: I do not-want: for the preſent; 
why-ſhould Ibelieve I ſhall want hereafter, 
when-EF' know 'not whether I ſhall live a ; day” 
to'athvend?? How careful 1sGod of mmeeaſe, 
when he! wonld not have me trouble -min& 
head-with anxious cares! What do I'get by 
my-/tmmoderate carkings,: but torment of 
mind4:Js :ttnot much {weeter to reſt upon: 
God's goodneſs,,andenjoy content? .I amme- 
ver: the nearer aſupply:when I have afflited 
and-vexed:;my-mind, and:why ſhould I putmy: 
ſpirits into an'agony-for-nothing ? Had not 
better rely -upon God's word, who hath fawd;' 
I wilt not leave thee, - nor forſake thee, than niake 
my life-a'heH upon earth}; With all myolh- 
citous'thoughts, F cannot:add-one cubittormy* 
ſtarcite; and; fhall Iſfpend/fo: mach labour and 
induſtry in vain? What maſtthe Spirits above 
think,-to ſee me torment my ſelf about that L 
cannotihelp; and: to:ſfee-merroll  Sz{phan his 
Stone,whichwhen:;I have brought to! fuch-a' 
pitch, rolls down-again;and- renews my pains 
wwthmy grief and forrow! How muſt thoſe 
ab Beings above; : pity ſuch fruitle(s 
laboars!+Of how-many men have I read, and 

7 F T heard, 


heard; that have truſted God in deſpight off” 
all anprobabilitics, and God bath fuccour'd: 
and- affiſtted them beyond a why: 


ſhould not I doas they have done, and put it 


tothe trial? Sure Lam, 1 can loſe nothing by: 


iti: will therefore be-induſttious mn my law- 
fubCalling, -and leave the ſucces to Gods L 
wil} uſe thoſe honeft-means to live, which the 


Sctipture warrants, and+commit myJ2lf ro him,; 


whoſe -eyes are over. all his' works. If he 
pleaſe to! bleſs me; 11-praiſe him 3 if not, I'll 
admire- his Sovereignty and Greatneſs, 'who 
is-not bound to give me any thing: Arid left 
var = ſhould rate between his' kmdneſs 


anÞ.:mhy neceſfities, and turn: away his face | 


from me, becauſe I-anfſwer not the end he 
rhade' me for, as all: other creatures: do; that: 
ſtare ir his proteftion ahd providential care, 
Ewill: watch againſt thoſe corruptions which 
do'ifb:eafily beſet me; and ſtrive _tb-glorifhe 
Godrwith my Sobb:and Body ; and:then, the 
kindeſt-difþenfations of his providence wilt 
be mine, and all thingswill work together for 
+ Re tloughts would drive, ont the. evil 
Spiritof miſtruſtfulnes. But while theEnemny 
meets with no oppoſition, no wonder if: he'fe+ 
curely revels in the/Soul, makes man. a-bur+ 
then to himſelf, prompts him to: unlawful 
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courſes, and doth not let him reſt, till-kd de- 
Tagey' CIC RANT INNING Poedz / 
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17 Lelamudt » God: 's Meteriae in 
Els mire a _ the Vaults of Eldll 


-:-Had cniigen butabeartto think wich 
TW; Vain fooliſh man; how :toarth am T 
t6iconfels mp (elf guittyiof this Vice! How 
dv Þdeceivenny (tit with'the fair- names: of 
good huandey and ugly gality/? But will theſe 
the fire?> - will theſe: Paper- 
walls be. againlt everlaſting > 
Ifthere befucha {1n-2s conatontiins and t 
fiwſd/ odious roGod, and-his holy Angels; as 
Chriſt and his: Apoſtles make it, and JR | 
an impediment ro everlaſting happineſs, 4s'the 
Scripture repreſents it, m:mult needs beworth 
knowing; whether I -am' mnfeted with: .this 
lly fince*my behaviour. and 


apue, ef} 

2-7 ano wor Sw Why ſhould:the A 

{tle call this fin Idolatry; but beeaufe: ir! 

men ſer their: affeftions-on . the world, (en 
thanuponithart which is'to come; and more.on 
their Riches, Eſtate, or/lacomes, than upon 
God and' everlaſting Glory, whereby God is 
rob'd. of bis Honour, and that high _— 
£4 an 


- (276) 
and love, which is God's due abhens God;9s 
given tothe creatareziwhich:1n/God's bgbe 8 | 
lighter than nothing, and vanity;z and 1s not 
this my:caſe 2-Howts my: Soulrfitd upon this 
world 2 how cloſe doth.-my:heart ſtick to 
the profits and advantages it affords? How 
is. my-\Soul bound-up: with'\ny; \Corn,] and 
Wine;and Oil>: :How do'I fantyabatall:.my | 
happine is gone, when theſe outward com- 
fores are gone! : Did-fin evergrieve-miea quar- 
ter docmuch -asa temporal loſs? 121d ofiend+ 
ing/h pracious. God ever: colt me: the-tenth 
part>otthetears 1 ſhed;for being-deprived-of 
_ 4litele ſhinicig Clay?:: How hearty.as, my joy 
under the bleffings of God's left hand 2 How 
 4Uittloram! I: affected with the: bleſſings -of 
his right 2 How far greater fatisfaction doth 
mythriving in the world give me, than;my 
- thriving in Grace, and-in the\ knowledge of 
atr:Lord Jefus Chriſt? How :loathiam I. to 
honour-God with my fubſtance;?: How une 
willirigly, 'how -gradgingly do I part with 
any thing confiderable, for Chantable uſes? 
How 1oath am' I'/to part with.any- of - this 
 worldsigoods for:God's ſervice? -How hap- 
Ppy.:do!T:count my-4elf, when: Religion: doth 
colt-me nothing?- How: loath am to. be- at 
any: charges for. Heaven ? How doth it grieve 
me,.whenI ſpend any; thing upan Religion ? 
How do I dote: upon theſe ſubkanary vani- 
b ties ? 
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ties > How:ifar'greater| pda do 1'taketo be; 
rich, than'to:be happy 


rever|. "How can-I- 
diſpenſe: withaiſin for "profits Gke! Howlit-. - 
tle of my defiresand breathings hath'God and 
«bleedizy > Saviour? How:dull amT underthe 
moſt lively deſcriptions of .the joys: of Hea- 
ven!. How :dult under, theſtupendions offers 


| * race-and;mercy-! bow,;,dead under the 


won of -pardenl-; how dull when 


rompred by by-;all | the rayiſhing GER. ol of 
God's: 


love; to:Jlove hit -above all!;. 


means my ubwillingnels: tg take God:far 6.05 


reſto rtjon? What means that quick 
city; {ennſl wiſdom, when my BOO Ny 
- Or'WO proſperity: 1s; concerned, and 
dumpiſhneſs,when Godcourtsand 
beſcochermay Soul to lay-hold on eternallife 2 
Are not-theſe evident-ligns,. that the, world 
draws andattnatts my heart moſt oſt powering 
Godſees my heart 18 _—_ pright with, Fg 
fees Tamafraid to take np, Pre him alonez.he 
ſees how covetouſnels bath. poſſels'd. my Soul, 
-zad -can I:icheriſh this root 1of all __ my 
breaſt, and not tremble at the dan 
kin; AmT,;by the Apoſtles) verdict, an Idola+ 
cer, anddo make light, of ſo great ” Ilt2, If 
no Idolates/muſt expet a Crown of. Glary, 
'alas | i'what:;:-can I look for, but .;eternal 
:darkne?. When I read, that. it's cafier. for a 


"and to-enter through the eye of a Needle, 
T'Y than 


lx: x tafoce,7 and ſiipport, 
a6d fatfation r > It any man love the 


world, the love of the Father is notin hims 
and an'T be contetted - without the-love of 
God? TfGod bendtmy friend, what doth the 
nathip of thewhote world fignifit > When 
My Soul' muſt leave this Tabernacle, and ap» 
pear before God's Bar, O'God; Liball have fo 
many witneſſes apainſt me, that: {ſhall not 
KASW . What 16 fay, or whether :itq betake 
my- (ef for refage z\the Poor will:accuſe me, 
becauſe Thave fiet open'd tny hand and: heatt 
_tothem's myomwnr Conſtience: will acciſe me, 

betauſeT have hotbeen agood Steward of the 

means God gave mez rhe Minifters: of God 
ill accuſe 5 my paging was roy ont 
upon tay Prideand' Luſt, was thought tob 
_ 380d the 1eaſt kindneſs T fhew'd to thoſe 

t 


mg. 
xample” of contentedncſs,] and 


having 


(259) | 
'Yaving furniſh'd me with all the matives and 
encouragements imaginable, to mind Heaven 
more than Earth, I preferr'd this Earth before 
all the joys of Heaven and how ſhall T bearup 
under all this weight ? 

Would the poor deluded Worldling but 
let ſuch choaghts fink into his heart, 'whata 
damp would ir ſtrike on his ſtrong defires at- 
ter the world, and how would it make his 
immoderate love to theſe ' ſublunary riches, 
break intolongingsafter a nobler Inheritance? 
But negletting this, he, Serpent-like, feeds on 
duſt, and prepares for anxiety, diſcontent, 
and vexation of ſpirit, and for a miſerable 
death : like a Hog, lies rooting in the earth, 
and burics his Soul in a cheſt of Money; de- 
ſpiſes all admonitions to Charity, and, hkethe 
Smith's Dog, can hear the hammering and 
beating of his Maſter, and endure theSparks 
fAying about his ears, without being ftrr'd 
or coneern'd at it. 

' 'Hypoerifieis a fin, which the painted Chri- 
tian does not eaſily part withall, yet, would 
he refle&, like a perſon that hates to ſow pil- 
lows urider- his own elbows; Can I read 
Chriſt's diſcourſes againſt the Phariſees, and 
not ask-my own heart, whether the Phariſees 
temper be an emblem of my complexion 2 
Have I no flt-end' in any Religious Duty? 
What is it puts me many times upon doin 
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Ms CRE? 
$209, applauſe from men, or thelove:of God? 
Do- not; I pretend God's glory. ſometimes, 
. when I; ajm at nothing but mine own? Dp 
not. :&<raw nigh to God with my lips, when 
in my heart and converſation I deny him? 
Do .nat:1, by ' pretending to pleaſe God, ;ne- 
gleft .my duty to my neighbour 2 Am not [ 
more ſevere in preſiing the leſſer congerns of 
Religton, than I am. 1n urging the greater ? 
Do not I commeridthatin a rich or great man, 
Which I can reprehend in my inferiours, or 
meaner: perſons? Do not I require thoſe Du- 
tics. of other men, which:my ſelf am loath tg 
practiſe? do not I applaud my ſelf for my 
own ſanCtity, while I deſpiſe others, whom I 
fancy not ſo holyas Iam? Am not I marecue- 
Tious; to: know other mens conditions than 
mine own?, Ain not I more zealous. in pub- 
lick, than Iam in private ? Am nat | Religious 
for. filthy;lucre's ſake? Do not I, make a gain 
of godlineſs, and uſe Religion as a cloak tg 
. cover'my f{ccretfins? Donot I make De yotion 
a ſcaffold tocre&t my owncredit and profit by? 
What is bypacrifie, if this be ,not? Though I 
can hideit from the fight of mine, can. 1.con- 
ceal. it. - from. him, who knows - my downs 
litting, and;my up-rifing, and underſtands my 
thoughts afar off 2 Can I remember; the-fate 
of, 7udas, and not think: of a ſezious repens 
tance? Can Thear the San of God call ſo gftep; 
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Woe, 'woe to ye hypocrites, and hug >the fin in" 
y boſom? Shall T-harbour- a' Snake ' there, 

hich wall ſting me into endleſs pnawingsof 
Conſcience? How: ſhortly will all theſe d& 
lufions be diſcover'd ? Before Tan a few-days: 
older; God may ſummon me, and fay- open 
all my deceits and juglingsin Religion ; - Do- 
Ithink to - blind the eyes of him;-in whoſe 
Book- all = Members are ſet —_—_ Is the 

rtion! of : hypocrites no diſcoutagement? 
Whatyromiſe in:the: Goſpel can I'lay hold 
of, during this: condition ?-"Fhey all run to 
the upright in heart, -and\muſt .I' go without 
theſe Cordials?: Mauſt-I ſee others run away 
with theſe Treaſures, :while my ſelf can expett 
nothing: but God's curſe and' anger'? Muſt T 
ſee others: go to--poſſels the Promisd Land; 
while I mutt ſtay behind in a Wilderneſs! Muſt 
I ſee. others gather Manna, and feed upon the 
rich: claſters'of Caaar, while my own Soul 
mult-periſh for. want of that Bread of 'Life! 
Lord, who: ſhall abide” in thy tabernacle ?- who 
Jhall-dwell:in thy holy bill ? He'that.walks - 
rightly; arid works righteouſneſs, - and ſpeaks 
truth in his beart... And muſt I haveno' ſeat in 


yonder Manſions ? mo Houſe m _— 
which is above? no habitation in" that City, 
whither the Tribes go up, the Tribes of the Lord, 
unto the teſtimony of Iſrael, to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord 2 O my Soul, _ =. 
AH: | va» 
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 @lvation .cames, his rewerd is with him, and 

js work before hin. Ariſe, ſhme;;for thy | 
| _ — this os 
Upon Way, a te Arey: 
85d bythe flat, 

Such crious thoughts would check Hypo- 
eciſies but the vain map hardens his heart 
againſt them, locks them out, will give them | 
No entertainment, -apd that makes him ſerve 
God to-pleaſe the Devi, and turn: Religion 
into 8 mere-ſhew'. and formality, bura in 
W wy mg inlay and.like —_ 

From. t wes, we may _— chef 
what rochink of other fins a or: —_—— j 
cauſe of them, 1s want of Conſideration; ' and 
the boly Ghoſt likens men that live 
inany 6n;:or indulge them{dves in any tranſ- 

;toa Horſe that ruſhes into the Bartel, 
bound manage yr array 
AMONg DWOT $, 
dangers, without recolleding what wharf oh bethe 
Hey en goat Garand apyoie 

govern .our ſenſe and a 
take that away, ' and- the Beaſt runs away with 
che Rader; - ammo gaiaadpregrerre_A 
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- | Of the various advantages ſerious Conffdera- 
* je 5 # s that which makes a man Miſes 
rt ' of Chriſtian Duties; it helps 4 man to” 
"h noon, ſubluzary ObjeFGs ew? Beavenly Con 
ol al "uigh t t's the gr of ſap ort ndex 
= wane diſpo es a gens 4. w 
fecerver of the Lord's Su PORT hins 
y or an Ang Clicat Life on mw makes bin 
45 Js diſcreet in $ ecular affairs” and 
& Yineſer | | 
1* | —Hough 3 in the preceding Chaphas we 
L ly Have already, in a great meaſure, diſco- ' 
. a what men may hope for from Confide- 


Ee and of what ule it 15to artruly, ſerious, 
room. ano lifez yet we muſt not leave fo 
_ a Subject thus, without giving an at- 
£ount. of - ſome other poſitive advantag! 
-Which do render it very defirable to a ratts- 
'nalmar; And, 
-+..-L...It hath fol certainly a very regs it- 
Auence vpon all Chriſtian Duties; whate\ 


qualification Chriſt or his A poſtles re 
recommend, it's, by Confiderathbh he the Sy 


_c&llency and dignity. of thar, VO that men 
Mt Expect © ALIVE toit,” 
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— The firſtand great Commandment is, Thox 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy ' heart, 
and with all thy ſoul, ond with alt thy wr But 
he ſhall neyer be maſter of this Durye ;thatdoth _ 
not. frequently and crioully confider the” Jrits 
and ſtupendious Tove of God'to'Hitm, 
And indeed he I may hope to be acquaitifed 
a- fincereandcordial love to God,” 
Jgive leave to ſuch Conſiderations' ag7he 
deumpregoa temy underſtanding. Ota Ss 
ark of lo great, . NNN, fo i 
merc 0. munificent a Being, 
ſoma _ Py DI Or'd, with Hee 1 Neve 
Ae all my. $9 but ro barb gg 
e Fountain of t What 
ff biking are, coivey'd to me by * | 
s of Second Cauſes,” they cob O 
ar from. thee, and thou mov't "and 
: t thoſe. Second Cauſes, to' comme” ith* tb 
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g | otirblike Ty of the Mooty;is ſortietimes greats 


efffometimes Jeſs, and ſonkerimes we havenorie | 


bf aviulk: How often' doth'the aflited Believer 


Walkin darkneſs? God hid&s'the light of his -- 


| eountenahce'from him; and' he is traubled'4 


ite 


ſbinetime he 18 all joy, by and by all darkneſd 
a X again 5 


| _ (306) 
2ZaiD 3 ſometimes he islike St. Paul, 'wraptup. 
into.the third Heaven 3 ſometimes like men, | 
that ſee; God's wonders in the. deep, he goes 
down-again to the depths; and his Saul melts | 
becauſeof trouble 3 how clear are theappre» 
henſions ſometirnes. he hath of the love 
mercy of God ! and he ſeems, ta beable to * 
end with all Saints; what's the depth, | 
and breadth of the- love of God; How oken, 
Rn: hide; is a " dns s | ®VEF, all 
t conceptions, an 

the' duſt? What Hogds of Conn 
ſometimes pour -out upon; his $6ul2. 
s At; other -ximes thoſe cg ,came- 
downin-drops, which uſe to come/in ſhowers; 
how great times 1B his ſtrength againſ} 
|. 2x how, mob his CUE at. al- 


'K; 


wherea 


«a +4 + %* 


; nd at ta ok how mquzn y is he. 
foreed'to expreſs himſelf at another, I ſee 4, 
Law in my members. warring againſt; the Law of} 
—_—_ at 4 bringing me into apruity to:#he; 

7 ; 
ala O my Soul, the vaſt eerie of the. 
Stars; and. Lamps of: Heaven, how: wile, how, 
powerful is that God that made.them? who 
eatlook upon thoſe. ;curious Lights, witheurd 
adrhiving their - Creator ? Behold, they riſe; 
"2 down at hiscommand, and donor fail; 
mand | 


Wo 4. Bs 

6ne mitttite of their appointed” tine 3/-Howw 
ſhould thifteath thee obedience? Bow blear- 
fully ſhouldft thou run at- the commarid of 
thy God? Theſe glorious Stars, thoughtheir 
number be vaſtly great, yet they neyer claſh, 
or difagree one with another 3 how ſhould 
this etigage thee to unfeigned charity'i and - 
peaceablenefs? how ſhould this pur. thee up- 
on promoting peace, and concord, and agree- 

mentamong t oy neigbours? Arid do'tiotrlets 
Stars put t ind, how ere long thou 
fhale ſhine = the Stars in the Firmament for 
ever? 'H, py hour } Bleſſed daj 1 when thow 
fhalt becloathed with Slendor and immorta- 
lty, whe thou ſhalt les night no more, 4nd 


ſhalt reed no candle, neither light of the : Big but 


the Lord ſhall give thee liebs, and thou Joals 
reign with him for ever. 

Come down lower, © ray Soul, I have not 
done yet with God's 'wonderful works; re- 
flet up, 447 the Air, m which all Senfitive Crea- 
tures breathe, without this Air, the? whole. 
Crextion would die; 'tis this that keeps Men, 
ind Beaſts, and all Plants, and Herbs" alivez 
and is not the holy Spirit of God, Omy Sou}, 


| the very ſame to thee, that the Afr is': Wo alt 
4 Creatures ; without this Spirit of Gol to'en- 


| lighten, to move, and to diret thee; thow 
haſt the name that thou liveſt, but thou arb 
| dead; it's this Spirit muſt give thee lite, it's 

X 2 he 


(38) 


toGod 4:af's he muſt teach thee. how, to pray 3 
its he:muſi help thy-1nfirmities, and bea | 


nefoiwitheh (pirit; that. thou art nldof. 
God: beg t pit git t at the hands of "God, 
and Sik Wo Ry: it; ſeek it. and thou ſhah, 


| God. 
re./ 11 


find. it;' knock at Hetyen.gate for It, a 
will opep, and grant thee thy heartsd 


'O' my Soul; bbw vainand: fooliſh. 


thelf men ate; that will not believe the. Being 
of Anpels,' or of Spitits, becauſe: they. riever 
faw any4:;can they fee the Air, and, why: :\d6: 
wx! chey; queſtion" whether there. be: ſuchi'a 
ching--as; Air. or 'no'?' ' This "Aip ppnromell 
Crea Wig fo, doth thy:God much mgre; He 
fend by & ſprings into! EE valleys, whiph Meu 


amis the bhilb; : nyt ve drink ta-euery beaſt. 


es, quench | their tHirft. 

þ the hills: Op. 54 er dGehs the enth 
2 d with the” "of bis works; He canſes 
nip #a grow for Thegartel,” - and, herbs. for the 


of the * eld. the" wil. 
Hers 


£ F.T.. 


'Wher this Air yields to all rols bodies; and 
lets then paſs without gppelition, how :doth 
1t,x6ad.o thee Lefhures of Patience and»Hu- 
'oulity3-irf that flexibility, thou may!ſt ſee the 
finfulne6 of thy fl? op temper, .the'@di- 
ouſtiels of thy revengefuldeſires, and reviling 
a2ain when thon art reyiled, 'and givingabe 
fender as good as he” brings3 the Air: ve- 
| | proves 


« ® 
l * WE 
L % , 


hethat. muſt warm thee: into a praftieal love. 


e of wan, Pfal.: 164. 10, 1,43,"14. . 


n—_ cM as a= co wc . 
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proves thee when thou art deaf to-all' en- 


- treaties to be reconciled to him thathath'in- 


jur'd thee,” when thou wilt not yield to: the 
humble ſupplication of diſtreſſed creatures, 
and when' thou oppoſeſt thy own humour to 
all the rational perſwafions of wifermen than 
thy ſelf | 

Look upon the Fire, O my Soul, and be- 
hold how differently it a&s upon Bodies it 
meets withall, how 1t conſumes the 'Hay and 
Stubble, andcleanſeth and. purifies Gold and 
Silver ; doſt thou not ſee here, asm a Glaſs, 
how thy God deſtroys the workers of iniqui- 
ty, and advances, and encreaſes, and purifies 
the defires and atteCtons of a devout and re- 
ligious Soul! thou ſeeſt how hard and black 
Tron 1s,” when it 1s not near the Fire, and how 
__ and tractable it becomes in the Fire 
and is not this the true Picture of a finner? 
White he is aſtranger to the Law of God, he 


" hardens his heart as Flint and. Adamant, no 


threatnings pierce him, no promifes prevail 
with him, no judgments fright him, no pre+ 
vidences movehim, no mercies melt hims he 
feeds upon God's blefiings'as Swine' do upon 
Acorns, without minding the hand that 
throws them down ; he hears Sermons, but 
they awake him not3 he 1s intreated, and he 


 ſhehes the invitation; 'he 1s reproved; and 


laughs at the reprehenfton : but when that 


I »1 
holy Fire, the love of God, enters into his 
heart, how flexible, how tract e doth he 
grow? how. doth the love of God conſtrain 
him.to ayoid fin, and to bid defiance to all 
the worksof darkneſs? hethat before ſcorn'd 
to hear the' glad ridings of the Golpel; hoy 
doth he now ſubmit to Chriſt's ok: 
hethat before thought ſuch a/duty. uo; an 
improper for -a'perſon of his 088 uality, 
chearfully.doth Na now. bow a yield Ka 
he that before had a thouſand | exculc es, Why 
he could not do what. Chriſt; enjo BS. hun, 
how doth he now; lay all thoſe 3dl -apalpe 
gies by. > he that before was churliſh, be 
now-affable and-courteous 3 he. that. Fekogs 
was apt to be very.:angry at the: leaſt $8roof, 
nowhears it morequietly.; -he that before. 
off the Eternal God with.:the meanelt Fs 
_ endeavours, now /is willing ta/givehim the 
fat and-{trength of his affections; 'he thar be- 
finGeould heir Minifterscall to him, . and Tg: 
again without effe&, now cries out, Sirs, what 
auajſt [ do.to be ſaved? he that:before could 
notibe perſuaded ta 'walk itt the {trait W 
pow. rans..1n the .way* of God's - oy 
. ments. - Bleſſed Fire,, which conſumes..not, 
bur illuminates, never ſuffers the heart tg.be 
hardned,but purifiesit; doth not ſtraiten the 
a /bur elevates it:5 doth not-clog;, but; xe; 
arch doth not t confound, but ſi es.1t 3 
” deſtroys 


(217) 


* deſtroys: the Qrols, -but: preſerves  the-gald, 


and' burtis-away all unclean and inordinate 


paſſions,” and all 1immoderate cares -of this 


world;-but”raiſes the Soul above the world, 
and it to fly above thoſethings, which 


ve ay to fill mens? Licarts with anguiſh 
and : 
"Tayane'ahi objettifor.; a little while, O 
my Soul,indlook upomthat Earth'thou-walk- 
on; [this is the place-our Bodies 'maſt-ne- 
ceffarily reſt inz but 'when thou ſeeſt; that 


Eentre of all heavy Bodies, forget not'tothink 


who it is, Far thy proper'Centre and Reſt- 
1 This 15a ng, 'bleeding, dy- 
SF por Ti Dee 1 parte <4 
ſual-an4lyrurious men of this workd; what 
'paitis My take to find outreſt for their Souls; 
ney themſelves to Wine, lay! holdien 
/-make then great-Works, -build them 
i is, plant them Vineyards, make them 
:Gardehs and Orchards, arid - plane; Trees-in 
"them ofall kindof Fruits; get thein Servants 
"ard" Maidens,” prochre*ample' Poſfeſſions. of 
great arid © Fall Carrel; gather: Silver;and 
Gold; $erthem Mer-fingers and Wamen- 


Htibetd; 2nd all'thedelights-of the Sons:of 
"rien j' and wharſGever their eyes deſire; they 


76 totfroth them; Bedlef'2, 34% Bat 
"ae owhas, with rhes hone have 
rolPa'i9y Bedi of Vidlets; and toſſed: their 
"(019128 X 4 \ fancies © 


(8) 


cies/from! one'pleafute+ ts! another; and come * | 


rofland.on' the brmk-of another world, find 
coltheir 'forrow;whbrytisitos He, that here 
1s notrheir'reft, andithat'their Souls caxeſt 
nowhere; 


God 4s thy'reſt indeed, 'O' my-Soul 3''afd 
when chou canſt hide''thy fine wounds” 
of thy 'Great Redeemer, then, then thowage''! 
late;andthe'Gatesof Hell are-ngt able: Id R992 L 
vail againſt thee; =! 

-Canft=thou fee how: plentifally. the Earth'/ 1 
provides for Manknid,-and forget: what prop”! 
view God-niakes for: -thee; tharthow- <4 ] 
notmils-of the/Crown of Righteouſneſs here- 
after ?- and-when thou-ſceſt how!'all-things 
the/Earth produces} praile' their: Ponte m 
theit/ way; and ſhew' forth his glory*y canſt 
thou beifilent;or/forbear to be perpetually: 
extolling the poodneks ofthat-God;that tan 


given'theea tongue onpurpoſe toiſpeak thoſe! | 


other Creatures-make but a 


praiſes,” whe 
duaib ſhew 2- 'Thouſceſt how this:Earthpro- 


duces Gold/and) Silver; gndfahisRatchobp'> 


 ſo:glorions,” what-will Heaven be'2Jf vhe's 
Hottſe which God'vouchſafes to his' enemies | 
 beſovfplendid,” what will his. own Pala 
where'none bur bimfelt and his Servants: ſhah 
dwell for ever 2--If-che outward Coure> be fo | 

a 'what muſt | 
of 4 


but-wherenfinite! atisfaction 'is: mY 
| be. had, even in Gad bleſſed : for eyermote!'*® 


42a ma, pd pos 


Junas * fmt, © ge 


WH NR MH s< ©orw KF, o 


oy. 


_— 


| berez.VVhat 


Houſe! olJudoh. 
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' of the King: of Kings be? If Gold and Silver 


dazle the eyes of ſpettators 

the beatifical Preſence of 
Almighty God dae, which, is beyond all the 
ſhine and luſter, tat Signed Precious Stones 


by their glitteri 


affard 2.1. 


Exom the Eacth,O my Soul, launch outin>, 
to;kheVYVatersz How uſeful arethe Leflans;. 
Hp to:thee by this Element? Canſtthow 

n'V Vater,: and not._refle& on: the; 
Gre " God, which hath appear'dito-all-- 
Mee2 thaw this waſhes the Souls of Behevers 
fram lk filthine(s, both of 'Fleſtrand Spirits 
HOG. quenches the fire of finful Lufts in menz 
how:J# takes.away'mens thirſt, and greedine6, 
aftep theſe ſublunary comforts how 1t. cools 
the Soul under mT greateſt heat of tnilcty's 
how 4t fone ar rome: one mind, as the immr- 
© Atqmes together in 

+ var to make; up one © Lodf of Bread, and 
uyley: loan of ga Sec 096, Heat, | 
tRE+LQT Chriſt Q 6: QPIngs.,. 
ang: Hountains,. whack, like Pearls, — SPOOss 
curiousFabrick of the Earth; Canſt thou call / 
thats Fountains, and, Dath not that name; put 
theertn mud of the 'Fountain of Life, the 
Foungain.of Wiſdom, the Fountain of hving 
Waters ;.:and; the! Fountain open'd for- the-. 
and Jeriſalez, for. Sin and. 
as doe; but think what: Op 


ELL - *$ 
flaw from chit F157 - ring! T 
s. the very Fountain 0! 


$4 TO, | 
© Th! Li aa Al af Ft 
ed, of of no Cavife he hath tage 


afiſtance, nothing canhurt Kim; bur Ke. 
d nd. gn-bums he is e beginning of All 
ne a be et ' rhe end without 
£nds the gr 2 eat Cau ut a cauſe? tmfi- 
faire  Iininente; and incotnpretiekn 
he Kt Refreſh thy felEQ my Soul, in this Yfe- 
ver-t and incxhauſtible* Fountki?; Y8- 
mire NEW 


e bicy,! love kim; deſire him,*te- 
al ihe things in compariſon. of flim, 
r, he alg Os, can Pl all "thy wahts is and 
J teſt thy affetions' Kete 
Au fill z-O with everlifting comfaits here! 


| ah It wanderfully ſupports men undet'af- 

| #litions, for.our impatience lies in our minds, 

| "and where the dat Ed engl? its jor 

begin 5 ut Wa 
Los Ku card, but by Confiderativh 
37's this mult anſwer all th , objeHons that 
FE and , Blood Lug gelt fe the 'mind'9Ir's 
at s mult. ſilence all the. -argumenſts," y which 
fem to Falk our 'murmurs againſt tHe 
"mal OY we rect ' withal;*amid" the 


thoughts which cauſc our diſtoritent: "oft be 
+; d:. by: thoughts of qur” dent ., and 
Ri juſtice; 'and withiont 'alf perdd venture , 


that 


of - | _ Oy " -— MW " * & 4 = 
SIS LD Ez: 7% EY. ly UT WRT RRFT ITS ROT 


| better, that thus reaſons the caſe with himſelf; 


1 0 3, OY 2 UT EPI. ES 


cy 
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that 'Manſhall'be able to bear his trbulation 


Why. art thou caſt down, O my'Saul,. and', 
Why art thou ſo.diſquieted Ml atk, Hath 
thy Gad a hand 4n this afflition, or bath-he 
oj if he hath not, Where is his Providence? 
if he hath, Why doſt thou grumble? Doth 


not thy God know better , what is expedi» 


ly gi than thy ſelf ? Is he all wile, "a 
Doth not he know what medicines. are fitteſt 
for thee? thou art his creature, and ,. May 


- Not he.do with his own what he pleaſes? thou, 


haſt-ſinn'd againſt him, and Muſt not he cor- 


ret thee? thou haſt affronted him, ;and,Mult 


not he uſe bis Rod? thou haſt forlaken, bim, 


-and,;Muſt not he ſhew his diſpleaſure againſt 


thy gratitude > Doſt not thou corret} thy 
hild when he. 1s ſtubborn 2. and, Doſt chew 
J655hy Servant go without chiding, that doth 
rho the wel 36h thon haſt recommended 

to his care ?' May; be,thou haſt ſerv'd thy God, 
3 ſober lite, bur, Was it a life ſo blame- 
that at. had'jno;defects?. and, Muſt not 
thale. Ss eoues thet fiery Tryal, that 


7 wf p 


they.may; be. burnt.away,? Haſt thou recery'd 


$he,gp9d at.the, hand of the Lord, and, ſhalt 
ppt gon; receive, the evil alſo? How long 
1,God {pared thee, who might long ago 
ave; poured out. the vials. of his wrath m_ 
th6Etr, Halt not thou reaſon to thank 


f f> 7} > for 


.% 
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forchaſtiſing thee, but now, whothifht have 


done it much ſooner? Alaſs! Why ſhouldft 


thou think he doth thee wrong, by ſending 


this croſ&upon thee, who haſt deſerved''no 
lels' than damnation? Are not'Rods gentler 
than Scorpions? and, Drops of Gods anger 
more tolerable, than flouds of his diſpleafare? 

thou artiin'pain ;' but;What is this to Hell- 
fie? thon artin torments:; but, What is this 
20'the -Agonies, the unhappy Spirits in the 
burning Lake endure? How great a mercy 


ic, that it is not worfe with thee? The 


Waters of :Marah, which are but to the Ancles 
mow, How'foon might God increaſe them to 
the Knees, and make them a Rrver that could 
#vt bepaſsd over? and he that doth but frown 
now, How eaſily might he thunder? Conſider, 
© my Soul, thou art not call'd to Perſecution, 
t0 Gibbets, to Fire, tothe Sword, to Grid- 
trons, to wild Beaſts, as the Martyrs of old 
were: If thou complain'ſt now, What would(t 
thou do; if ithou wert call'd to Martyrdom ? 


thy Salvation, who was made perfe& through 


fifferings: - Art thou better than the Sor: of 


God? look upon the Apoſtles, look uponthe 
Peimitive Saints that were torn aſunder, ſto- 
med,” flain with the Sword, wandred about'm 
8heep-skins, and Goat-skins, were deſtitute, 
/termented, afflicted ; and, Art thou a greater 


Saint 


Sook upon' Jeſs, the Author, and Captain cf 


Sos rh tf ne Mb an. OE Ao AD. 2b... Dat; 


(2992 > - 


1] Saint than they.? VVhy ſhould'ſtthou expett. 


betterjdealing at God's hands, than.they'# 
art not (alone.jn qoilery; thou. haſt-whale, 
ries, of Holy Mico:vo bear thee company;z. 

nit>;hou' look upon yonder:Heaven, and. 
Tepine? f.Can(t/thoubchold 'that Glory,whick, 
Gad-hath,prepared tor. thee, andthink” much] 
ofthete fiery Trials? the hopes ofa Kingdom! 
rnakes a Captive Prince merry, though he is TY 
Prifen3-:and, Shall. not:the hopes;af/yondet 

yes; keep thy heart trom finking 2; VVhen a' 


tho. wives; 


uw Wal 
Sis 


Hes, 


; 92 ' bread 


T8 


| (3125 
ad thy” 
< thee how to prize it; thou diaft truft 
to "tub "6 tine" ov ferengr h 3 this "Gala- 


bai dnp Ke mbar ether” n 
=, nd to be h rein | 


who Hath'promis' 
kai & place, thy fortreſs, thy deliverer, 


9 GH Kaows whit thou wanteft; and 


pe wrido thee; he therefore 
, 311d, like 2 terider Pather,cries, 
FE) ON Barks Be fees foch « bicing 
be Ji G thee finkit ; Bens nr 
Ve 4 by de ing thee of they 
ec Fin, ”y come would be bur 


I For or nd This | 


fore embitters thy fweet mor- 
E weary'of this barret1 Wilders 
i with that Kin 
TM Poſt thor bfame'#Ph 4 
ves kis Patient a bitter; 
, t blame thy God; for fit 
thy pallate ;with dainries, which 


th: Fit 1 mto' the Garden of G "ror 
quldſt"thou'inherit His Crown*6f Olo 
EO without 


IT th Saviour i in Sun ſhin oily, 0d ag not 
L 


FE gave thee, this croſs wilt. 


Fg ng 1 ower, and the horne of thy falva- | 
i iy ane tt be pptyed's He ſees | 


"whict 


| pt 7% Yeale thy diftemper? Wouldfi thou | 


ISO PRIRND. Mpc mc RA ASD 2 vc. Mae oAMCG ms ALS. 


qa thou be 
al tim. i inthe Deſart 2. Would thoy 
him, when be wants read fox (oma 


A old. Rt. 4 — un TIT” © 
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ink his, Crown'gf,. 
e-with him on 


in triumph to Jers/alem., , 


only, while. 'the Loaves do lafh, and. = 


Youldiſt ; thou awn him, only hen Mien, cry, 
anna, and run away from hing when they: 
EK. at. Ts Gran ized Wilt then) vat "eh 


| he ork. and nor Rat 
XS ng fave ther yh 


Mx janc Wa: how: fx 
Io W. 


IDS bath! Drege. for IT'S 


| Fong un Parazije : Q; my; Soul, its;bug; A. 
| Iuthe wile yet, and, thy Pripg wall bec 


ed jinto. a Palace, thy Poverty: mto Exepnal, 
coed thy Bondage into; pete Liberty,thp,. 

ion inze-,.endle{s Joy $6 ty, MOUrBIRg. 
into Halelwahs, thy Sorraw wto Riyens,, 


| of Delight. Al%ks ! What 1saÞriſon? , Godsr, 


Preſence-can make-it a Heaven, Walls carygot., 
Ay gut the Smiles and Glory of the Higheſt 


tible Cro 

Fx bo daght reproache 
er? ys tþ DEL, in jury 5 they may: 
Yep come Plas/ral Fom Veg, 


© Torn» no {lander”;- and; ne 
he [Erith finthe Gphtof God, thou a | 
# "a de the hand of the Lord,” ttt 


in the hand of thy God; 
mf 6 thoy DE the = 


Chaſe to deal 4 ih , WRO Wilt Þ 
©0000 n tho art able to bear, 
with the ten ptationwill make: 4 way toe ap 
at chow may(t'be* able to bear it 3 one that 
doth vor affictthe childfen of Men willin 524 
pi that will certaifily, if thou obſtrudt 
re operation by thy unbelicf) 5 fo order thy: 
WWarrer, that a'moſt glorious. Spring and Sum 
het fliall follow'it” | 7120 
(Ny be thy troubles ate: altogether Spied 
| Ao , and thou Joſt not complain. ja NT 
hs Ecau 


Rrq 207 Aqg TBS 7 


- v- _— x hy = & =, y- 
Do, 5 hr 082 HE RY RS 
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becauſe thou tit deftitttr® of ontivatd core 

titerſces; as becauſe thy God i5 depatred Fo 
ovi 


the: a deep ſnl bE fins" aff is 
thou ſeeſt 'the wtath" of God hoveting 
thee, and God HhideFhis face from rhee, rhibu 
rt afraid thou doſt not belong to him; cHioh 
kelt not thy former tokens,” not feel'(t thole 
gractors influences,” whith' formerly wat wi? 
and-enriched aft thy! faculties® bur "Laſt To 
fach -low conceits of the everhaſtitg kiti NT 
of thy God;- O my Soul !* why fhouldt t 
behieye be hath forſaken thee, WR 
pive thee daily teſtmnonics'of his Jam 
feater- affutance cinſt' tho have E : 
veto thee, and of one Kod Riad thonghey 
wards thee, chanthy weatl nds of {in ; Nia 
Fi-08 not heard thy Saviour Gall, Come þ mt, 
e that are Feed att" betty laden, and. I 
nf grove ye reſt? Art not thou, Weary of. 1 101- 
aaey' 3 had not thou thrher be rid 7 of thac 
burthen, than keep it? i thou art not 'hear- 
rily reſoly d to part with it, why 99, th Foo 
4in? - what makes thee cry _ out, 
wretched creature that T am. "whoſbul ebIvcs 
from the body of this death? what niakes*thee 
wiſh, that what thou haſt, done againſt Gqd, 
were undone ? what makes” thee atraid,of of- 
tending God? 'why doſt thou weep 2. ; Why 
doft thou watch againſt thy corruptions 


| What makes thee angry with thy ſelf for dil- 
Y 


plealing 
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lea od?.. what makes thee. breathe and 
gt a Fs Chrilt, as the wonnded'h ho on 
after the Water-brooks ? what og 
fohgcer, and finſo bitter tothee? what bark 
thee aſham'd of looking uptoHeaven? whence 
| Is1t, that all the preferment and riches of this 
world- cannot tempt thee 6 in wilfult a; 
whence 1s Lf that thou 4; hteft not 22 bn 
ny of finners, but t ht 1s 
on ae fear the Lord? If Py be "I 
ligns of Grace, what character of; m 
W Suld {t thou have? Hath not thy God ſaid; 
wiery He'll love thoſe that dolove lin if thou 
loy'lt him not, whyart thou reſtleſs rill'thon 
enjoy yeſt him? if thou loveſt him not, ,why 
doſt thou deſire him ? why art, thou willi 
to follow him through miſery, and the great 
- tronbles, tobe for ever with him? Thou haſt | 
infirmitics to wreſtle withall, but hath not 
thy God promis'd thee, that he 11-bruiſe Satan 
ae thy feet ſhortly ? thou canſt not tos 
tally, maſter ſuch a corruption, bur doſt not 
thou fight againſt it #. thou meeteſt with tem; 
ptations, but doſt not thou. grapple with 
them 2? Satan follows thee, but F: not. thou 
refit him ? thy Conſcience tertifies hee, hg 
haft not thou a Croſs of Chriſt 'to flie too 
If God had a, mind to kill thee,” would he 
have ſhewn thee all theſe things 3 ie God were 


gone: from thee, would not his Spirit be gong 
| ' t00 


| @& Re 


i ann: 
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 bons->dagrd goilt 2 Fer THis <boitl goils 
t00.2 if thou haſt not the Spirit of God, what 


mean thy longings after God ?. what. means 
I ar to : Sorrirual life? why, doſt thou 
pray ſo carneſtly, for the. fruit of. the Spirit ? 
why, art thou altogether tor a clean heart, 
and tor renewing of aright Spirit within thee? 
axe not theſe ſigns that God's Spirit warms 
thy affections, and makes wink i for thee 
Jeb roanings fwhich-.cannot be uttered? 
od ſeems to go away, that thou, may lt cry 
mare earneſtly after him, and clouds his com- 
forts, that thou may '{t ſue for them with,great- 
er. apportunity 3 he lets thee fink a little, 
that thou: may {lt cry with. a louder. voice, 
Lord, ſave me, orelſe I periſh ;, and falls aſleep 
in.the. Ship, that thou may {t take the greater 
Pains to, wake him. , He ſees thou grow'{t wea- 
ry, of his favour, he therefore darkens it, that 
how.may'ſt be at ſome trouble to recover it, 
and haying recover'd .it, ſet a. greater price }. 
pon't;z he withdraws himſelf for ,a-while, 
bas xeturn thy joy may be fullers and 
vids his gracious influence ſtop a while, that 
when , they. flow in upon thee: again, they 
may fill all thy faculties with greater gladneſs; 
thou. canſt not perform thy Duties with, that; 
alacnity.. and _ chearfulnels thok defir'ſt, but: 
FA gf;thou reaſon to. ble God, that thou 

ot. in, good earneſt deſire to do. better 2 
Was Heaven: purchas'd in a moment,” or fin 
FI CQN» | 
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gaps, di in an hour? is not the way to life a 
ace; where met! muſt Tiuti'on tiff they rewell 
the tnark7 Go 6n, Otny”" Soul, '$-oft 3/'the 
fatther thou proceedeſt” in God's ways, the 
ſfyeeter thou wilt find them ; the more 
firiveſt,” the more thon'ft conquer; and t 
ofinier thou doſt addreſs thy ſelf ro'God; 7 
ore thy dulneb and wearines will vanifh; 
id "the 'more thou lookeſt upon'the ever: 
1 recommpence, 'the er” mind thou. 
wilt have to go onfoks Weery th to ſtrength 
O thy Soul, $a ein God,'for Tihall yet p No 
fie. ho is the health 'of my countenance 
atidiny God. 
'TV. 17 diſpoſes a 'ntan tb be a worthy recetver 
e Lord's Supper: Indeed T do not Tee how, 
without it,” a man can recave any benefit by 
ho Blefſed Sacrament :"for it being an Ordr- 
natice Uelignied chiefly 'to impr hate the 
Sbut with' very ſtrong longings an herb et 
bs after a ertcified? Saviour, .with'' 4 ': 
ſe of the incomprehenſible love of God' ws 
* Jeſus, and with earneſt reſolutions' to; 
196 andto obey him, before all the*diftztty' 
of fleſtr and blood, and of our carnal intereſt? 
it is not to be conceiv'd,” which way' tHe Soul 
ſhould. arrive to all this, 'withbur cotifide 
the end, fiature, arid advanta &s of this 8X 
rtht's and it's probabſe, 4'thari' tia Tabs 
alletted with this ſablinis wyltery 'y. 7; Wheo'h 
"FOuzes 


"> 
On 


. 9s 5 Fw + 
Nb Ki 


death tt TY 


tand, O' my Soul, what 


who ſtretches out the heavens like a curtain, and 
lays the  heams of. his chambers in the waters, 
aud makes the clouds his chariot, and rideth up- 
&r. the wines of the wind. What, feaſt with fo 
glorious.aGad, and come withouta Wedding- 
A = Me 2. Sup with him, who dwelleth in 
the Heavens, and not prrafc thyſelf even as he 
z5pures, Can two walk together except they 
be agreed 2 what fdlowſhip hath righteoul- 
neks...with uarighteoulnels? and what com- 
manion, hath light with darkneſs? what con- 
cord. hath. Chriſt with Beſzal/? what agree- 
ent: bath the Temple of God with Idols? 
Jus is the.great Ordinance, O my Soul, 
which, muſt either promote thy everlaſting 
ppineſs, or aggravate thy everlaſting con- 
emnation 3. how happy may'ſt thou be, if 
this Sacrament charms thee into a fervent love 
ta;thy{ dear Redeemer 2 but how wilt thou 
elcaps,) 1f thou neglect fo great falvation? 
Here are the greateſt engagements, the greateſt 
mataves to a life, as becomes the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. here God adjures thee ( to uſe the 
words of the Church.) by Chriſt's agony and 
blood ſmeat, by his croſs and paſſion, by his death 
and burial, tobury thy unclean deſires, and in- 
Y 3 ordinate 
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ordinate, affections, andto dedicate: thy fc! 
and all thou haſt, [0,8 ct Fa LD 
preſented, the greatelt.love, that, ever was | 
vouchſafed.to men; here the Son oE God ap* 
pears all þloody to fright thee fromthy finss 
here Chrilt is, as it were, crucified beforethine 
eyes, that remembring . what it was that 
brought him to his Croſs, #hox may ſt mourn, 
as one that mourns for his onely - ſon. © Here' 
Chriſt appearsladen with all the bleſſings of 
Heaven; here the everlaſting Trinity Ge 
to ule. itsutmoſt endeavours to perſpade thee 
into a heavenly converſation: here the deſert, 
of in is diſcover'd inthe wounds and tormenits 
of an infinite God; , and hither thou comelt, 
O my Sou), to renew thy Baptiſmal vow; hi- 
ther thou comelt to enter into a ſolemn Cove- 
nant with God, and faithfully to promiſe him 
to reſign thy ſelf FOE to him-3, to fall out 
with him 110; more, to defile thy garments no 
more, to diſhonour, to betray him no .mare ; 
to be faithful to him, to vindicate his glory, 
to eſteem his friends as thy friends, and his 
enemies as thy enemies;, and to live up. to 
thoſe Laws which he: hath ſealed with his 
own blood : to this end, thou eateſt of his: 
Bread, and drinkeſt of! his Wine; and thus; 
thou ſcaleſt the Covenant. Doſt not thoure- 
member, Q my Soul, how the world was. loſt. 
by. catiggof the torbidden Tree? Behold, by 

wh _ eating 


5VJ 
b” th . 
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Eating of this Tice oF Life: thon Thalt be ſaved 
for ever's in the breaking ofthe Conſecrated 
Fn thou Teeft, how Chriſts' Body 'was 
broke for thee; in pouring out of the Hal- 
Tow d Wine, thou feelt, how Chriſt's Blood was 
{pt for thee: 'when the holy Bread is reach'd 
butt tothe; thou ſeeſt Chriſt reaching out kis 

wicified Body to thee, that thou mayft ſee 
This hands the prirt of the zzazls, and put'thi 
finger into :the. print of his nails, and thruſi 
thine hand into bis fde,and ſheltgr thy felfun- 
der that wounded and naABody! againſt 


. 


the writh and indignation of God. Whenthe 
Sacted Wine is given thee, thou ſeeſt how 
CHfiſt offers thee his Blood for the remiflion 
of thy fins. Canſt'thou beh61d fo great a love; 
ind not lofe thy reaſon ihithe'a Srrbriettt 
its greatneſs? ,_ when thon ſeeſt ſuch conde- 
ſenfion, ſuch' kindneſs, fach compaſſion, O 
Ehift' thou forbear crying out,” O my Lord! 
Wikt'do I ſee? What mean theſe Jonggy on 
Alirighty God after my happineſs? what 
means this induſtry of that incomprehenſible 

to beat all this charge and pains to 


Bei 
nike me blefſed? God, that might ſport hith- 
fff with my evetlaſting groans, what need he 
have cared whether I were ſaved or no? God, 
who can be happy without company, and: 
needs no ſociety but his own 3 whence is it; 
ar this mighty God humbles himfelf thus to 
114 | Y 4 duſt 
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” guſt d aſhes, lays, aGde Qbes. of: C 

TY, an wooes meto be con | th lie-for e £ 

This Arms and Bolom? | w $46 :Ofher xe- 
me, but the death- | 


edy. ferye turn to recover. 
#7 the San of Gad?* God,: oi Whole ee 
Taye trampled , ' whoſe Altliority- T bave 
flighted; whoſe promiſes” and threatning 
have undervatacd, that: he'ſhould | be; 
Sr d for "my \ welfare, andcontriye he 
vance — Unto Glory; and co rivects 

by ag ſtupendigus means: too! WIL 


na, that I not? [will the ternal, 
Lo Feral oh 
wg an I Corible Crown of Glory a. 3; m 
be afironted, abus'd,, and ſcorn, 
{ay inhern Mod” and hohou ur, 9nd.1 immars. 
GER, what” Fabien of love i is this 7 W 
ſpring of it? whats. the. mp1 
i uſe of it ?: OW! fall of ae .EHeryRlrs, 
vifſtance here?” Row pleaſant 1s this cont 
BRHen? > What! God. lovea little time; 
arth 2 0 ny "Ed how. /wonderfal. 8.thy 
foye;.It is, all Ocean; here-1 is no. ſhoxe tq, 
ty feet on! Be aſtoniſhedat 1 fy Q yeHeaven 
| ang tremble, '© thou Earth;'« he Eterpal, per 


Fen Creator of Heaven and; Earth, ſto 
A. miſerable Creature! the, God; who $0 


exven and” Farth with his' reſence, bows, 


down. ta, a poor Ioeonliees ls. Warm, (b6; 
that 


2%4. 
* 


til ma aprey. to-the {cond de; 
FGoot be with thoriis, that: 


vale. 
- 
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x fits 01 the Circle of the Parth, 21d be- 
mi all 'the Ihabirams of the Farth 
ma as: 4 humbles himſelf to take 
peg tee Wretch!/ Here isfove 
4 menvith flaggons, conpfort me with 


my: OWS with the" 

aps heres aty abyſs of love; which I <a 
notfathomz my head ſwims at the ſight ole; 
Senſe can farnh me with nothing Hke'ir, 
am. Sr d; _—_ is aloveanfwers all arg 
ments! that are- for on nt 
Help me, Othou bid MN Rat: me/'O 

who att;farrer than the Children of Mien 

pme,thou whoart all Love ard Lifes'h 
me: noaditerhy: love; Itrchis Toveare 44 
ſand. charmsi,' 1 this love'are' . 
Freive4n loyd' God abore/all the whrid. 

O-my Sow; tur mito this 

OY the Batmer' whereof is love: Is ito, 
and; maſt ' thaw: 'have perilh'd, and beet? wth 
done- for ever, if ths $vn 'of: God hid'nht 
came -6/ the flaſh, and explated* thy crimes, 
ang doth not'that Almiphty”: love deferye 
thy; -Jove> ſee how the amibreious love'tHe 
applauſe of tnen, and: wilt! for thou Jove im 
who. is btighter than the'Sim'?! See how” the 
rich'manis enamour'd with his: fately Patace 
and caſt hotthon love Hin vwho hath Kees 
thatfor thee;: which no Friend! no Mott 
rreth noSlyer.could havepurchas'd, NAT 
conciled 


Fr 
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ronciled thee toan offtded God 3 wilt tek 
fight this'love;--and: hope: t6g0 uf) iTha> 
wilt thou make this love'a ri rYilful 
fins, and hope for" the Tight of Chriſt's tout: 
tetiance > will.nothe, who loved thee beyr 
all preſidents and examples, dowble "an "Ve 
ble! bis indignation upon thee; 'if this ove 
eannot melt -thee-into a truly Spiritiial life's 


Conld the Devils/but have fitch at offer; of 


being: partakers. of .the love of Chriſt, hw 
would they'rejoyce and triumph,” aid love, 
and honour, and/pbey their” God agairl, 3 


oncethey did when they were inhabitants of 


Heaven ! 'and wilt thon be worſe than a De- 
vil, -and fpurn at; that Love which An els 
Rand effec at? Wereit thine own 

O' my Soul, wouldſt not thou: revenge ik 
Fs {roman with all the SOOT endnaIL 
3n -doomthe Wretch that ſhould affront fch 
condeſcenfion, to the direſt flames? ' Be'wile: 


my Soul, and provoke: not-rhat-Gof" t6 


ear .in his wrath; that thou ſhalt nevertti? 

ter into his feſt, who flees unto: thee on whe 
wings of mercy to.cmbrace thee} thou' 

have a more'glorious. fight of Goltl's 

love, on this fide Heaven, than"is diſcover 

x Ne _ this Sacrament 3 and if ever thou 

be perſwaded to reſign "hy {elf er- 


Da thy Blefled Redeemery make hisWilY 


Wn, and defire what he defires, ahd hate 
what 


as. i Ct oo OT — 


wh A 
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he. hates, and;love what; he..loves. O 
come-hither to the Croſs, and ſee the' Son of 
God weeping” for thy ſins 3 come- hither, and 
ſe him {wear drops' of blood for thy iniquis 
ties, and offering thee pardon and reconcili- 
ation, and peace with God,and accels to the 
Throne of Grace, and union and communion 
with him andif this be not enough a Title to. 
terial happineſs, or a right to- that Throne 
himſelf doth fit on. | 
But. why ſo backward, O my Soul, to 
come to the Table of thy Lord, where thou 
may.ſ{t drink Wine and Milk without Money, 
and without Pricez where thou may'ſt be us 
tisfied-aswith marrow and fatnefs, and eat'o 
the hving Bread, whereof whoever eats, ſhall 
live for ever ?- haſt thou forgot the perempto- 
ry command of Chriſt, Do this ix remembrance 
of me'2 :Is this 'remembring thy deareſt 
riend,to think of him. ſolemnly but once-or- 
twice a-year ?' ſhouldft not thou remember: 
him” as:often-as thou, haſt an opportunity 2; 
Should thy Saviour remember thee: no oft- 
ner, than'thou doſt his death and paſſion, how - 


| fearful would thy. condition be? canſt thou. 


repreſent his love too often to thy mind and 
afte&ions? -.canſt thou . remember thy ſins 
that brought himto the Croſs, too often? art. 
thou.afraid of thinking too much ofthis Love, 


and. conſequently of being too Religious?. 


are. 
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4310 2d iv 
ty of be! too much h enampurd 
oh this Jeſus? art chow ah atraid that the ſight 


cf his ule Body. will thy heaxtizoo 
rauch2,art thou atraid that the-4fight of bis 
effaſed Bload; will, make thee pour, gut, .tog 
raarly. Tears, and Prayers, and- Prailes of. his 
love? Canſidering how dull, how. dead thou, 
axt,. thow hadft reg come frequently tothe 
Croſs tohave thy afte&ions-luppled and ſpkt- 
ned with-this precious Blond: how: frail 18 thy 
rpemory,ahd hadſt notthauneed of refreſhing: 
it oftety witty the ſight of: Ghrilt's zacompre-, 
thy. Repeorancr, chy.Faby eh. Hoe, 8 
EPEAtANCE,. t ay, Jy 
Charity;,too often? . Fheaftner thou doly re+: 
ſort to:this; bleſſed Communion, the Ree 
will. be. thy: aequaintange;. with thy.D 
Friends the greater ſenſe thou wilt get o the 
need and: want. of him,the greater encourage». | 
mentthew wilt find: to: IT 18 þis.Holi-: - 
neſs, Mecknefs, Patience, and Humility, and: 
the.greaten, .aſlurance-thou, wilt get of. tus; 
kove, ;and Favour, and: Pardon, and:.gverla-- 
ſting Mercy : and: are. theſe: bleſſings toi be, 
Rom an  undervalu/d? thou. nrgtendelt 
want of-preparation , - but whoſe faplt;/1s\1t 
that thou art-nat prepar'd2 whiat'cai r 
thee from: preparation; but: lave.to. (42. and, 
(haJl love tb a'ſenſual-cateleſs life, hinder, thee 
from laying hold of the oreateſt Treaſure? 
WI 


C333} 
will this pa hold, when thou ſhalt appear . 
Befube''thie great Tribunal > O- my Soul, rhis 
Ft& exciſe fin by {m, and to deſpiſe God's 
Otdinatice, becauſe” thou defpifeft his con 
mtiands; 'and how will this aggravate thy fol- 
lyoneday, and fill thee with ſhame and hots 
rour!*O play not with everlaſting Merey, tet 
not buſineſs hinder thee from advancing thy 
NE and Eternal ' Intereft 3*  xemember 

fat became of the men, that pretended they 
had Farms to ſee, and Oxen to try, and'Wives 
to marry, when they were invited totheSup- 
per of the Lamb3 canſt thou thitik of the 
S_—_ nof theMafter of the Feaft, againſt 


thefe ſtyſbborn Wretches, and not conclude 
thy Fateby their being Excluded from God's 
favour for ever? if it be a ſenſe of thy own 
viteneſs and unworthineſs that keeps thee 
iway, 'thon miſtakeſt, and miſrepteſenteſt the 


gobtUnels ofthy Lord and Maſter. No perſons 


more welcome atthis Table, than the humble 
and broken-hearted; none meet with a more 


V.” tf repay 4 tan for an Anrgelical life 
Fe or Earth; for he that frequently confi- 


. 
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ders and contemplates the Joys, the Ra 
the Sceptres, the Crowns, . the Ems 
yonder Kingdom, the 'everlaſting love, 
peace, and. risfaQtion, which Angels and. 
rified Saints enjoy, cannot but think himſelf, 
during that confi ideration, in . Heavey,.. 
Lt aw of that content and happin 

which 15 pollefled by the general Fong of 
the Firſkboin which are written .in Heaven, 
Indeed this is to make .Earth a Heaven, a 
to change this Wildernels into a Paradiſe, a 
Cloſet 1 into the Seat of Glory, anda Deſart 
into thoale Regions of Bli and H: appinels. 
How like an, "Angel oy ter man liv ve. that: $ 


often engag ged in ſuch-Conſiderationses. the 
Heaven! what do I hear? Heaven! the har- 
bour of all Jaden and wearied Souls! Heaven! 
the end of all my ſorrow and miſcries! Hea- 
the Port I, have, been failing to.thele 
rears Heaven] the. inhcricance. .of 
thoſe be ee keep themſelves unſpotted. from. 
the world ! Hee] the xeſt, of God's Syer-. 
vants, and the habitation . of the, Mournets, 
in Son! Heaven ! the _ great, "mark | of my. 
Deſires, the Anchor of my Hope, the Foun-, 
dation of my Confidence! Heaven!” hs Ui. 
verſity, - where we ſhall know EVEN AS.WE Are; 
known! How undiſturb'd, how quiet do a 
the inhabitants of thoſe bleſſed Me toes 
there relt thoſe Saints, who were made as the 


filth 
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Hilt! Albin eWorld. » nd as the oft-icouring 
Fa © how differctt 3 are he © vg 
HE God+ from thoſe of the World ? T 
ofeÞ Nos World tegarded not ;.. behold, Gad 
Tetnenibers them, and when he makes.up oy 
ewels, ſpares them, as aman would 222. his 
-Son that ſerves him ! . There. reſts that 
Magdalen, that ſtood behind Chriſt at 
ſe, weeping, and waſhing his feet with, 
'tears, and did wipe them-with the hair 
her head, and kif'd them, and anointed 
his head with ointment, There; reſts that Lax 
£2795, who deſired to. be fed with the crumbs 
that fell from the rich man's Table. . There 
reſts: that David, that made his bedto fiyim, 
and water d his couch with his tears. There 
reſt all the Prophets of. old, who #hrough: 
Fiith” ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought righteouſ-. 
ner, obtained promiſes , ſtopped the months 
"Lions , quenched the violence of the fire, 
eſcaped the edge - of the ſword, out. of weak 
5. were. made ſirong , waxed valiant int. 
febs, turned . to flight the Armies of the Alis. 
e775. +. There reſt all thoſe Souls, that look'd; 
for the . blefled- hope, and ; the gloriqus: 
appearance” of” their Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
There reft all thoſe Martyrs and Confeſlors; 
that Wereready, not. onely to ſuffer, but to. 
de alſo, for , the, name of the Lord Jeſus, 
Thete® they reſt, encucled with an eternal 
CAIM 


w—_ 


Tet, ſurrorndeds poi e Graciowl 
nee of: a: mereiful-11God;i:SThers they 
$elt tom 'aib rhe ealumnics,.and) flanders-of 
this-poor envious World: + \'Fhere'|they-velt 
from 'atl Darkneſs, Eternal Light, by mm 
he”! beats: of. tho-Sun of Voranoalleeng 
ever: © = 
\ Awake; Omy Soul; awike, advance ring 
yonder regions.'of Glory, rerife into yore? 
iſe; keave this World} and ode high 
Er'$"Jet thy thoughts erunſcend- the Sun; und 
Moon, and Scars; get before the Throne'sf 
God3 $ calkon vitw.ofehic fill waters, whetes 
of the valt Armies off Glorified Spirits d 
where- theyirc, thereare no Wolves, no Ty 
oe, No-Brars, -no. Lions;'as in vhis barn 
wilderneſs! '11-thoſe happy ſhades isnonolfs 
hit'rthat of Haledwjabs 5 no:difrontenit ; n6 
bw -no diſſentiony:inhabie there; there all 
, there Epbyidn bs < morengainſt Aſus 
\"wt Rees. inſt\ Eph," nor | 
axe age nt. Fade, dr a! are 'deh - 
with'the © vie 2 Glory and'Love of 
ttiere they hunger! att rhfirfn& move. Wen 
gerfiil change! :Heve, 'O wy Soul; thou zte 
ver thirſting after Go; 28the dry Landthirftd 
etHiafter Waters theye tHoiiſhalt be ſarisfie@ 
WirkRt" to':all Eteraiey'! here thow lowgelt 


after 


| (337) 
«ater the hidden Marne; "there it will n& 
- Veribe takenifrom thee 5 here, like Solomarns 
Bride, by night on thy Bed.thou ſeckeſt him, 
& is altogether lovely ;-there his Beauty 
"Prefence' will raviſh thee for ever. Here, 
thwagh thy: deſires: after the -Bleflings of 
Gods left hagd-be ſabordinate to thy de- 
fires after. tpiritual Mercies; and thy eſteem 
' of God; preponderates, and is higher, than 
eſteem-of. any outward felicities; yet , 
ſo nearly: allied to Senſe; thou canſt 
a ubendu. Nature, as to. have no long- 
ings atall after external comforts, and cofive- 
mienciesz but -in Heaven, all periſhing fub- 
tanary objects -are forgotten; there thoſe 
Friends and) Relations, . thoſe Children , 
thoſe Honours, thoſe Riches, which too of- 
ten made too-great an encroachment an thy 
, wit 'be:no attractivesz there thou 
t be contented withont Bread, fatisfied 
> orien Drunk; . the want of Cloaths will not 
trouble thee; thou wilt have nobler friends, 
than Father; and Mother, and. Brethren, and ' 
Siſters; to converſe withal;-:nobler Food., 
than the Detlicacies of this "World: ; nobles 
attire, than: Silk ; or- the. ſofteſt Down: can 
make ; there: wilt be no need of contriving 
how 'to. get a;livelyhood: Palaces wilt not 
thee, Gardens will not entice thee, 
ole will nat dazle hees the greatneſs.of 


the 


the World will affeſt «| ft 
blexz. the gli ttering: Diamond, 
impteffions. on es! and, all thy.wants: Ing 
nrexſlcies ill becally Wppiyed ſy dy arrinumbs 
rality of Joy,! and: Glory.':- Here .the/ Wars! 
Sur-of Pr rity makes. thee ſomerumes {bx 
ger, and negle& [the greatwtotk of thy Salva 
nom, makes thee apt to grow: Weary, or, Fa 
ing and Prayer; and Mortification , and. 
demal, and apt to yield unta Satans Lem thr 
tions ; but, there the Tempterauſt temapt.t hee 
no'aore, hedares not fullythoſe Chriftall 
avralks wich his ſteps, he. dares not-come 
tliat Holy place,it's paſt his &kill, how taq- 
coammode,'or moleſt, a glorified;Spirit. Hg 
ofren-like Jonas, thou Ne cron ut 
the ann, me;-atid while thou art Jolact+ 
ig thy {elf the Gourd. withers,-and'the Tp 
Godthes thy Body, and thou: gronelt þ 
thete this CAL $a he will have. an cnd ,. they 
thou'wilt live above the Sun, and that, res 
Know. thy Ceiling,ſball be then thy Footftgp 
On Earth, when Chr7ſt is pleaſed to commy ; 
Cate himſelf unto. thee, its here a little , © 
there 4 little, and he gives thee but ſprinkling 
of his Grace, for while thoy artin this Tabere | 
nacle of F leſh, thou art not capacious e 
te) receive or-entertain that ſttipendious) 


it its full Vertue, and Power, and Majelr 
when thy Vcticl of Clay, thy Body 


(hattet'd 


all, Intel 
$a wir th 3 Ref his f 
Ont 


ES ek ne of. i, 

riſt, wut t en reveal. 

= ſplendor and aan thine 

rhe be ISS cough to look-up- 
0 


n that be of Li, 
f rhe ee be amend oro the Angels ? 
fo th 6 


trav nt flions will 

'E Og oma will have noad- 
eps my wt Seats of Furs thou lt be 

_ TEnnedat Q ent par 
= wo , 7 aha ten "Iiompol Y.. the 
acre © cat a near elation, - troubles 
by ce, ther og wilt be above all trox ne 


LCN 5 here thine anger , like . that 
Wer Pa often wax hot, becauſe thou Far 
Bo 


- 
afar . 


| *diſhonoured, and his Commands 
c upon; there thou wilt ſce,no. ſuch 


oy y will , makes thee wiſh for Rivers 
there thy get. will be buried in 
ol Afearions there thy paſſions will all 
iv, and, like water after a ſtorm, look © 
wet; there will be no difor- 

IK þ tions but like a Quire of tune- 
_ablk X70 ey ] meet in everlaſting harma- 
Dy 3 there | boo _ muſt come after thee. 
He:e, 


Here, with Moſes, thy "Bod may be. thrown 
- ifito/ this Water, watts Foſep eaſt; ite" Prif6h, 
With Shdrach, Me ſehek; and' Abednes Nets 
ino'a fiery anne with* Daze hurri 
" tato a "Lions Den, ſtoned? with the Prophets, 
" Oracified/ with St; "Petty. thrown down from 
| a Preei pIce with St. "James, caſt ito a 'Kertle 
of t Oil with St. Job, thruſt throagh 
Witt a' Lance as St. Thomas,” boutd toa Tree 
with $6 4rdrew, flead with St. Bartholomew , 
burn With Polyt#p;'torm by wild" Beaſts 
with Tgratins , in all which affliftions''thou 
raliſtinge bur ſympathize with thy individual 
comparitorr, "for, t's by thee , that' thy Body 
| nh EW eee it endiires 3'bi 'm that 
at glorious Heavet, #=ge 
WM woo n6 Devit fright-h 
ſtored" Kirprize thee; nb Monarch Son on 
thee;*no fickneſs break thee), tadiſtetiper 
&vuſh thee; no age' waſte the”. tio danger 
ſhake thee, no Tyrant'threaten thee”, n 
ors meet thee, no Tyger tear thee; no Sword 
Ppierce*thee, no publick commotiohs ſtartle 
thee; the Sur ſhall not k ht of! thee; 'not'a 
heat, for thou art ſecnre' under the : 
dow of the Almightics wings for 'ever. \Fi 
Lamb, which is in the'mid[{t of! the Throne 
ſhall feed thee by his -everlaftim ng ſociety's 
hete its, 4 little while and you Pao 


te, and apain,e little while ents Jon Pabſer tie 
rd 


—_—. b\ 


decay; than the Son 0 


WKWornmn,. 96 vo” KE77S, eM\. G36 22H 
..cbat there, with .OP 1; face, and, without. 4 
;Glaſs ,, thou wilt. Jook,upon his Majeſty for 
Fever: here Chriſt, comes, and departs, there he 
Mill, aeyer remove. .out;:.of thy fight,, "there 
rhigeverlaſting love will ſupport thee, there 
his Kindneſs will . be fubje& to Clouds and 
[Eclipſes no, more, there thou wilt nat be able 
toturn thy Eyes away from him. This is that 
Lamb, that will give thee to drink of his 
.eyeflaſting Springs, Springs which can. never 
be drawn dry ; Springs, which can no. more 
F God decays; he 1s 
theeverlaſting Fountain, of Delight, and in 
this Fountain, thou ſhalt-bathe and recreate 


thy. {df for ever, his Attributes, his Kingdom, 


his Beauty, ſhall charm, and raviſh thee for 


;everz_there thou ſhalt-be in an.eyerlaſting 


extalie; of joy, there. thou wilt not, need to 
cry..out with St. Bernard, Hold Lord, for my 
heart is not. able to. contain thoſe joys, which 
"#how doſt ſo liberally ponr out »poxr me; that 
everlaſting Fountain of joy and content, and 
ftisfaion, ſhall both fill and enable: thee to 
-bear that fulneſs of joy and light, which ſhall 
tlien appear_ unto thee 3 the remembrance 
ob Chris . merits.,, and. benefits, and what 
Ghrifi hath done for thee, will then tran- 
Fport thee into everlaſting Praiſes and. Ce- 
lebrations; of. his. Goodnels, Songs. as. end- 
lefs as thy duration will be. The Rivers 
L 3 that 


(362 A 
_that water, that Garden'of G 
petharty a abjle, FU 8 abd. 9. 
Eternity, this Þ Paradiſe arg . FYIOSs Sq 
| ſtanding cn/ibpr ob, Millions of 
paſt, thy Glory ſbalLþe {till green, a; 
and after many thoulands of years; thy 
neſs; ke oniels Rod, ſhall bud oy dr 
and 'bear Fruit. © py Soul, when, blah 
hauſtible. Fountain, fades, then, and. not = 
ther), need'ſt thou be afraid, that thy Aichi 
will fade: 3 there God will put an $5.0 al 
thy, Tears 3, What Rhetorick can .rea 
favour? the Tears thou djdſt ſhed 9.1 
the Tears-which a deep ſenſe of thy Foirigua 
poverty did force from thee, the Tal 
Tribulation and anguiſh did commanet rom 
thine Eyes, theſe will all then be waſh'd; away- 

How amiable ar: thy Tabernacles, Lore God ao 
Hoſts? my Soul longeth, ye ea ever fainteth Fu 
Courts of the Lord £ mm Heart and my Fleſb 
eth out * for the living God. Whee ſhall 728 come 4 
appeer be Sojore thee 2 When ſhall I ſhake NON FRE 

£0880 befleſh, and praiſe thee day and 

y Temple 2 When ſhall I be freed og 

nd Barth and/Droſs, and do thy Will, ll, O my 
God, without Lett, or Interruption? .* 
©.; O my Soul! Doft1 thoubelieyeſuch apes 
where no good (hall be abſent, and, 
be hunting after the husks, an empt ty; 11 
fb pleaſure? oy Jittle do the, 1 


| 


to $ iline; and/more delightful employ! 
therts to take up theryminds/ahd 'thoughtss: 
didft” thou lve Hoon in this Heaven,” 0 my 
$$, How wouldſt thou look down upon this 
Pidth, as ah inconfiderable trifle ? How little 
wouldfi thou regard what Man can do unto 
& How corittetly mighttrhou part with 
'the-World counts dear and precious, 
Se Chriſt is fake, as khowing, that there is 
WKWid up for thee the Crown of Ri ghteouſneſs, 
RIG the Righteous Judge will s give to: thee 
'bne Jay; 410d not only to/thee, but to all thoks 
'thatlove his appearance? Look upon'the Pri- 
Mitive Martyrs,” O my Soul, . they broiled-in 
Flames, but fook'd upon/that: Heaven y/ and 


trailed. St. Stephen hath a-thouſand Stones fly- 


about his Ears, butlooks- upon that 

, and 'the Gtory of God appears\np- 

on bis face. " Abraham ſojourns in the Land of 
Proſe, as in_a'ſtrange-.Countrey', dwel- 
1h Tabernadtes with Ifaarand Jacob, but 
for a City whietr ' hath foundations, 
iid goes 'on | triumphing;s Moſes ſuffers af- 
fiction, with ' the people of God, but hath 
et anto the'recompence of” reward, and 
Reems" the-reproach of Chriſt greater riches 
than all'the Treaſures of Egypt. The" Apo- 
Ties" are Rourged:,; and beaten for the 'teſti- 
9 L 4 mony 


Aiotin Galea 
. but look 
Spare fon the Council; 

they; were” counted: worthy to ſiffer; for the” 
Nine of the Lord Jeſs! Sti Par, five timeg” 
of the' Jews 'receives' forty ftripes ſave: one {6 
thrice is he beaten” with rods, 'once he /i8 ſos" 
ned, thrice he ſuffers ſhipwrack, a night anda.” 
day. he is in the deep, in journeyings; oftenyin-” 
cold; and nakednefs; but, Whareils the Man 
be ſings, his -heart dances for j joy., under-a}}; 
theſe" troubles. /'O- my Soul, he ſaw; he ſaw; 
that his light affliction which was.but tors) 
mothent, would work for him ; a far mOFe ey 
ceeding, and etcrnalweight of avi 1.0 


arenand) 


'O-my God, give me but my portjon ns 
this 'Heaven, and I deſire ho-moresz Come 
what will come; Sword, Fire, Impriſonment , 
par Thirſt, Nakednefs, Diſgrace, Re-' 

oaet\, Perils by Sea,"and Perils by Lava, 

etihies, Devils, Frends, Paverty Sickneſs; 
Exiie; ec. ' Here -is a Jewel, wil counters 
ballinee all. - O'give me bur aroom'in-thar 
great # Houſe, - made- without hangs;,7Eternal? 

the! Heavens and thewour;-burn, toro 
| _ and afflict me; fet ftorms;” and> 
| , Fl fight againſt them-with'my? als 
refine Inheritance; which” fades-notiay 
thisſhall'queneh'” all-the fiery DartsoF-4 
Deviv, #his hall bear up «my btad-above 


LAEF | water, 


vety,my! plow in; great; Sat ond 
in ag ag TEES 


inc} fyoon my prop; when,l ak yer 
cpm when it-: _ J | 


Rok to ſell to 4 a ag my Guide in 
my Jonny, Ay, my ROSEN Py. VOY@ge,-my 
in my,P cope my;miles. 
ry4my: Al, when oFiv—5 and H conſpire wit 
' TRINE: |: 
VL Ie makes @ man prudent. and diſcret in 
ſeenlar affairs aud | buſinefer. Confi cragiony 
as: it.as- a very great improvement $: 
Reaſon, ſo itcannot but og fergia to in. 
gov his ecular, affairs w 
deration makes a wh _ 
hs Ream and; that Man. a; Needs a(: 
moe wiſely , that hath .his Reaſon at com- 
mand, . than he that makes it a. lave'to eve;: 
ry:iflattexi ng paſſion 5 and; fince it is confel(- 
ld, that he fear of Gad hath that influs: 


ENCce 


Sorhen he 5; Gone ee one 
ar of ont de re 
fAﬀtration. ' 1 dehynot, but Ne 
ritudt, are tiot alwayes (6 iri Temporal 66 
cerns, ſoit eeher thi ſcrupulous Conſticyees,' 
their hearts carried ouritob- 

Id, orther givingtheay- 
| 73 Heavenly employmetiss,- 
1-cargleſs ard unmind6iP"6f 

y to this World-; but'"tig 
M/5r5 nature” when tendeticy this dre 
Hof in' = ; Owhich” coticetir a'Cht 
bt, "18 4] to ſhed wiſdom! and: diferetiu 
| into his. carriage and: 'behaviout;,' #6 
HR which' appertain' to this' _ 5 
Abk , from F Man ny; your 

th a'Sv be t =_ may 

ny Yes 


Feat, otder im his Fami | 
of carpet, and a4 tte! pgs (0s & 


hel = LO wr Fn 


Heir Urs Fributt to WBbrh- ae 1-2 
21 t0 who MCaſfomn, Feir to'mhom Fe Ty" 
hee SOR Horor' As the erent 
OMe. 17 Pr 
Wer aft x bas ity It was the "attentive 
Efiſiteratior ff '6f his 'Spirirddicotiderns 1 = 
made 


C81) 


ace Nevid both both. yaliant and - 1M 
matters, 'ashe is.call'd: I Sew, £64548: 90d,,00 
"What, can we aſcribe, Jeſeph's and: amiel's. dil- 
lie avs of, themſelves ,,and their 
fea alt ; 7 Piety and Good- 
'_ W Ong, 4 ſerious conſideration 
co ha {etled in theix Breaſts,. - When-# 
1M ayes pled the: Lord, be mibpegoen his 
wery exemics to be at peace with hive, 1,6 Hedoth 
a6 only by.an Tag 
turn, thei hearts towards him infuſcs wil 
dom ne diſcretion into. his Soul, ſota behave 
owards his enemies, that they cannot 
but, ke their hatred, and retum'$o their 
owliee s and civility, ' Prov. 16. 7. 
He ta conſiders his ayes with reference to 
bs Fgjnal fave angeogyl itien, his wayes catt- 
| ON Pleat the Lord, and ſuch wiſdom, if 
d.got in his own light, will furely fall 
£0, 5 and hereof. we need -no- other 
io COMMA EXPETIERCE, 
.; The, Man, who truly. minds; his eycrlaſk 
ing intgrelt , and. ſo confiders the account he 
| mult. give to God , when- this fe is caded., 
| a2s'to.. provide. for that great and: dread 
| | | nl done hk hind igas to uſe, what 
e car,: that he may. nat 
his-God,. his Soul.,- and his Neahbot 31 an 
this cautiouſnels cannot but make him pru- 
dent, an, his Secular. Vocation 3 hence fuck 


| 9K 4 


£ 


5 man hath commonly his Wife, Childre ren, a 
Serv: - i» better order than other. 
-mingles that Fyeernel and- kindneſs, wi 
-gravity or ſeverity, that they FFouy, haveencou 
-ragement/t0; love him, and dread offerings 
:farrgreater] Maſter-in Heaven: there is yiotit 


ws that emulation, thatill language, 
, that Jaxury, that” extrava- 


frac ne cn in-ſfuch a mans Family, -as 
to erved-1n Houſes, where little, of 
Cod and: Eternity 15- regarded. Such [a per- 
ſon fpends-in his houſe ho more but. what: is 
decent; and: convenient, -and fo car; x for 
thoſe of his own Houſhold , as not. to forget 
doug. .to the Levite ,\and to the. b 
o_ t0:ths \Fatherleſs ; Deut. 14. 28, 29, His 
hk is; commonly /with Grace, ſeaſoned 
-weich Sale, fall of mecknefs and grayity, and 
therefore Ic& offenſive, and he takes heed 
Rr: i&tnay not be laid to his charge, that he 
h, beltow'd more to feed his pride, and 
Jazury , +than Chriſt's diftrefled ' Members.z 
and;,;in-publick affairs ,/ or places of: grea 
Truſt; facha Man-as minds, > Geſ Heaven, art 
; Eaith,, uſually diſcovers far eater wits 
. dom,; in management -of State-affairs., than 
thoſe who firſt mind Earth, and Heaven, when 
they, have. nothing elſe to-do 3 for-his Prig 
Giptes;lead--him, ſo to carry bim(Gl£ t6-Matt; 
| We mot-to affront his: God. and to advife his 


King 


_- 
— 
— _— _C. 


King to nothin C3602 Stat i Is rruly gr tn and 
and Þ cy for the Roan be ef 
-yerſs*"and, as'a"Prinde may confide in ſachs 
n; ore than in a fenſital May, S he hath 
_rexſdy to believe, that all things will proſper 
-better in his harid, than m the orhers; becanſe 
/hefirſt ſeeks the Honorof God, rw: then the 
pinieſs bf his King and the Hott of thite 
Melon he' is a Me wi. rye which" ts a thing 
fo pledfing toGod, that there is nothin m6 
ft "with him, than to bleſs'fach 
engeavoirrs, and to crown them with ſiiceelſs 


{7 Oe , he that'can Ng th 
" Himfelf Rao the htwiaps: evil, 
wi "pteater caſe ,""prevent tex fat" 
chief” and danger; 'which d 4 upon the 
iniprudence of hi 5 aCtions 5 he that” car row 
againſt. the Hireacd) "may, wey "Ku facili- 
ey” row/with its he thar can 
up*the Hilt;, will find no creat Feat == 
i! down} "he that can th 
hisÞ ' hath more than ordinary 
otr/frolt,-may rfore* eaſily /do" cn: wi 
his nature hath + frprg byaG and melination 
wy ad4Þ he "whoſe ny will ferye-hini*ts 
each tway'che eve. birning wrath oF Aloight 
*God; canor int nt and pris 
exice © [£0 prevent ':the' wrath' attd' ariger 
of-thoſe' meri he converſes withal : and » 
Tis 3, a vJ 4 x: 


<niA 
ori 


b 


of 4 Seat in Heaven, cannot want power to 
Ss how to manage the Eſtate: God 


ven hi in this s Wor O pg 
EFÞ-A An Sp NOD Ne 


rand are very aA 66g an Nie or, Vo. 


cerns, dg not alwayes ule that prudence we 
have LOOT, d. in the CUNCerns 'of this Vhe- 


t World; yet it is 
rp er en 
; W. ic their re "OVEd DY 
eration: doth furniſh them TAR. 2 
moſt cextainly arrive 16 this wiſd L. ; 
qxy mo in ſecular concerris'and bu 


wefich we. x hee ſang akiog of.. Indee 
at cre that. Roles "7 
To ad the ioqureS of 
ray circ ces and 
= be i nll do, that Ek ol Form If 
that belong unto higeyerlaſtin IE 
thou: arrive ong ms rien jelti 5. on 
her tg and that  apach prident., 
' O 


ler matters thi Ray prope 


$3/G 


i nauch,. ſb, uld be faithful 31 4 Tile es a 
that he WW, "is Juſ in. 


WE ren, Lok. I6.. TOLL MPS: 


er ther iwayes 3. the, wi 


- le#, bow dengerons Poe  #rpaahſg 
tomb e:to:Gad, and theiy,awp 
-.* Sovle3: Hof reeſanabl Ted nrnequeſtse. ares 
-r:4wd how jufth God may tar that powen, .of 
I Keke he bath gives thera, into bly 


5s 4ud hardneſs. of cara ice they makes 
We of ity Go! il De” AR? ak 


: "Nd now Reader, mkoaer thou art, thas 
"A doeſt yet wallow; or allawithy 
known fin, and-art.not fincersly xelolved\to 

& with the; terms of Chriſt « Eternal Gefpeh, 
tet: me adjure thee. by the I Gad;nos 
£6. reject, or ſupercioully, © delpiſe,; what 
here. ' we haye.;proposds;; .As;.thou. att 
Man',. and. owelt civility: to, all Creatures, 
that have the; ſignature . of Man upon 

-but, ©. kind*and civil-ts this: Dif 
is &-allowjat ſome, ſerious th 
er thou haſta rational,Soul ,. or . thaw 
haſt i not 3 /afthou haſt; let. me 7 hoe 
slice,, by theRowels of Feſ#4,. to conſider, 
whether this |, qreſent World [be all ;the 
Sphere 


ef 


not'di wort vr ppaingy rr bye th 
thor canſt not /hope- to' be affeted/ with 


them tharway.->\it's thy reaſon onety that'edn = | 
teganmd 


-<d-muſt apprehend - that fatore 
{&'ppretiend ' t,7as to work. upon thy af- 
FeRions- But which way 'is-it foffible. thy 
z&dor. ſhould ſo apprehend' it; as to. fright 
thee from thy evit- courſes, except it be /inhz 
zv'd by Conſideration ?-- Sirmer, I do tiers; 


that's Dol and holy, 'by the intereſt and 
welfare of thine own Soul, by all the Laws 
ofielF-intereſt;-by the Revelations of the 
Bon of God, by all that God ever did. for 
Mankind, 


\'the preſence of God, conjure: theeby all 


— Y a g——_ a. P=I— 


f2wert thou it God's ſtead; w 
& thou'require the ſame account. *t 

þ 1444 on Whoni thou hadſt beſtowed 
TE Ifthou art able; and wilt not take 
pAitfeineb into ſerious ws qty can 
t hen t 
_ >lfmrng) pb ge wets it for 
Fine the danger hon art ins arid 
Aa ſeeing 


My ey Ram _ 
i861: Ygloenly neo logle, der 2 


| ,pen.damnation.!, How.inexc 
wil jagt cether?; What Man,what'A 
cy ar dares -plead for thee after ſuch 
wfnch > by.jt thou ſhutſt up. pers. | 
againlt; thee, Were. thy error an.ins 
| NWY, or es WHipable | 1 Lage: i 
2 , lome or other might 4 
. mayed-to {peak:.in Come > —_ 
 dyrthat bouknowing the will, of Cod, and 
| inving poMer-fp think what the cnd' of; 2hy: 


i Jouly 


v9 0c 
KS of 


rtow bs > 
220m! , IE "” 
? 'F 


tion, - 


woe ex ou 
gt TK e's no 
er +; it to pull dp on 
hh eyerle ths E courſe of 


Fa wh 5 I +6 un- 
fix and reflux 
kink, by the 
Ws AF; y of x preſfons we: 
d to uſe, bc ir muſt be ſomething 


Aa 2 beyond 


"$)4 


gw, wal, 5P:; 


ED 


Gon ; and 
def ws to arrive to! 
Sk Lig ger, ; me TE death 


PY P! oguſe, A 
ribute, any thing 
to cing your {clyes in the 
you rar 6 we ptomiſe you, we would 
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-that'fome: time every day retires, and, conſi- 
tre; how be beth botwred hamdelohar” day 


"pads God-2nd Man, whether his heart hath 
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Bier this wagld., 
KO we ve OE. 
they will filthe 

weeds, if he do,not ir progrels betines,! 
and'root them jip3 what company be; 
 bern'in that day, what. he, hath done-in bys: 
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ations, afteHions, have been that, da 


traſh,and periſhable riches of this life, than. the 


Glory of God;,,and . the. Salyation, ;ok-ig-! . 


Soul, and how 3a of it is for bi, hayts 
had'a fall that? day;:.to be more. carctul ;, 


__catitions. and cixcumſpedt the next. This Con 1 


ſideration i 15 the pulſe of the Soul which, while 

it is beating, 'it's a great ſign. that thexe.is,life 
in{the. Soul, anda good az t, that God 

wiinca " _ Co - life. 2 
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tobe thereal delign otretiring from. wm» 

ſoit doth neceſlapily, i import, that; men gughs; 


- [to ule the livelieſt hours, or the hours Wor! '_ 


their Spirits are, moſt ative, and, freeſh 
drow2inefs, for ſo great a.wark, When men :: 
are "drowzy and ſleepy, Conſiderations. may: 
oft&fi come in, bot they are-1o. ae real 
faint;"that they leave. the, Soul as cold, as 
they” found it, and put it; into, the-car 
Tanney of that Manin the Golpel, who, took; 


Men 
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. that freedom, ' which Qod {and Na 


TOEYSia ; if God: had made. them Bea 
be-diſple dif Wbleaſed at'this' rambling talk; ba, ts 


from a [Duty ; to © repreſent. 1 
dref6,.and'to take off the burthen fm the 


If they could atisfie God with, theſe . 
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While arh bowefit Ft methinks 1s 

Rf] Reader {mil if 5 etirc EMent, thinks 

xhis were tomake my, {elf a prifonerin the 

ſoft, times bf. Peace, an mas Win pgs of 
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| mes This were to go 1ntd a 
ſubont ' to. the {everinics .c 


"hid atthe-beſt, can only befit.a tt bux.« can 


beuns qualification of a Gentleman: .1 deec 
if Gentlemen had-no Heaven 'tg. gain, , 
ay, as 
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many do-make themſelyps, we ſho not 


trick,. where Men have an ave 
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own: "Shoulders, and to bind 1 it. u 


lings; as eafily as they do their own, Sow 
ſciences; they were ſafe, but that, the | 
day* mnſt decides and when the Archangel. 


ſhall fonfid tns Trumpet, ro gather the 
| fromiall parts of the World, and God, = 
preſcribed to all Men, 'but one way to hapy 


-pinefs , ſhall make a ſtrict examination, how 
everyone hath obſeryed the Rules and, Sta- 

utes-of that ways it will appear, that. this 
retirement 


pon arer din was: eek rar vow on f0 

poople el riſe, beſides Miniſters. He that retires; 

" e-bur: account; doth account; doth indeed impriſon- 'hint= 
but It 6 ky chet he may- attain totrue and 
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the fn yy man*think, what felicityhe rob 
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find out; here, Draw the Adorationthe world 
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os Week hs this provid Peacyck is 
n thus, all :ber dazling efrgles,, forges 
obfoDraw.her vg) vgly teet, I mean an-unquiet; 
cng;odifturb'd, diltraged , trembling Con- 


paikt a Wildernes, 4 Oren; which wiſe Ne 
tare. made, .and4in 4t-'Þllreprefent-adevout 
and wichabe Publica, fn 
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Ven, RO and-+ Ml | 

ſhapetpt an Angel, Angel flying dowwigt: chis Meb- 
lage," iFear not; 1, have Redeemedabae, ahaw art = 
wing 5\and. holding a-Bottle 'under 20-catch 
'her Fears: om upon this,” Sy 
Gliolt hall be ſeen deſcending; *ſpreading his 


_ beams; Jand warming that Soul, andy 


tingietorellt the World þcheFleth;; ub 
Devll :. by and by theOlory of God Alhall ap- 
and crown all 'with-Peage-:and Joy, may 
Infor gonfens; and Eternal Hall 

cigAgd innw Smner; which, of th Picknrts 
m6 china chuſe2Do not'the.hamely teer 
of che former-fright thee? Canall the Reauty 
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den, that-:nothing can yeeltim' thee fidnt Wt 


ing delighted with 4t4' take | thy choite, X46 
me<th& other Landskip.'x know! tHis 
Men'are ſo fond of, ere tong will haye an efiQz 
diid-vheir pleaſures will have anend! Deas 2 
fins will have'an'end, and their 2 

have arvefd ;* bur where theſe end/G6d 


Mos and! earns cen begins 3 Gn + ent 

| then the God of Firob f68-His' 
Sr will defiver him | th thetit | 
':*whar, if Tenjoy none of the Worlds! 
Gatto” Glee]? T koorn "hers Becket Ul 
' Conifolations'are' to be ' had; whit 
if Thorris' and 'Bryars' ſurround my LilligsY 


atid'\Roſes; 1 know they are but ro preſerve 
chew;-and to hinder the Devil-from t 
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_ 'to# eces!' theſe Thorns are''my* 
guard;” which 'will 'e're lorig be' dotie aWay 
and when'T'am vut'of the reach: of alt S 
wies, my” Lilkes' wilt” continue fraſh',” ard! 
| ifor ever!” What niced ©T'' ve 
the World: ,- When I am made to live | 
the World? What ſhotild T love this''Eartli 
for; when T have'a God tolove?' Why ſhow 
I'dote on Nature, when I amin the ſtate of 
Grace ? 
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the; ghouphts gf chem 2 By Grace. { am mad 
fakes of ther Diyine Nature, s, "wonderhal 
ty. Peingadvanc 410... nia! ics? 
y ſhould I be.ena. | avs id.cs. 6s 357 674 
Fd; with a lictle Duſt? 4: 
God. hath made me a King, Why ſhould! 
my ſal, ox {togp tothe MEAN employ a 
a Pealant ?, 1 know God doth vole, 
PN Joth (ce, a, Soul that loves.hi 
T, More clteemed in his ſight ,.t p ng 
4 ing bis hab nox-do.rags K-4 he = 
5 L, 1s tation FR W FR 
"3h. hg an humble ,. broken h« 
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e Honour God. Wroacly thoſe 


cir. hea to-him? ..To.be:a Child: 


Fl po tely 8 greater Honor, than to 
fi nces, or to have theBlood of Noble 


6 my.veing. A Father expreſlesgre 
enggarmen ts.tq bim.;; that participates, of his 
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Nagle, and draws is ſubſtance from: hana 

6 him; 'that's:only like bim in the faces.H 

fax greatex. love, thea, may 1 tnx? n = 
tas Child , which by Grace -is a-partaker of 
the Divine Nature, than to gb Pres Ante 
85s. themſclves ? 'The whole Creation-in,e: 
| OT: PRTICPHR, of the Diyine Nature:$; 
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41 What" will:he not do. for his Friends / 
wn en; Ge God. ſeemed "au 
| Shall I'thiok "tirk'he wil ove Is 
than an Enany @, How ſhould 8. 
Na Gene 28 Jonatha was? on alaſs 
Trend | on; FG y 
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d, becomes Gods: individual 
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vic zFavourite'of tows Primer | 
1 Hive God fot my cobſtane ghide 

hes How thookt 1 bart Lns maz'd at” tho 


were of 2 if God, ſhould 
'alt the FroMape Ne faenVen alltheTen 
-ringrr; baerpeere SI 
I rogoand at a man 
Caelnck and Vajelty imagipablez 
what is all rhis butt a lefart to Gods weiay? 
in having him for tay afſociate, Fexjoy mote 
Dignity; <bre Majeſty, mbre Potiip ip a4 Glo- 
Ty; than Tf]. had all 'thie Armics' of Heaven 
Vaiting me} inde&an TI think; God is al- 
me; and will not provide for me? 
If I ſhould m Jett all things it! the World, and 
mind nothing but the of God, and my 
Fithers. buſineſs, I might be confident thas 
He would fed me, arid fappott me, becauſe fo 
Great, © Good, fo ty, ſo kinda friend, 
bould not fee me periſh. The Son of God 
birh'nvr honoured = Angel with.the name 
| md x yet brag urited Fx him 
race,” an tis Spirit, I en $ 
* $. and, ; Mothers love” whe, a5 
—_ moſt, for which they have ſiiffered 
he etduted moſt; © I thay be-confident, 
Yar "Qod loves me moſt fervenitly:, becmiſe 
Jon ſuffered for tae-oh the os, and 


es and Ago- 
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inithis love? 9! Gs 2119 oo 135 
£10 my'God }::the:Amgels; the ton rop 
fete Orc) [thou haft-beftowed:/on';them, 
atetmore/beholding>ro-he>; than/ all :orhey 
.creatures, for all theigmar / ant forthe 
Crenrton ot the wholetWorld 5burforthe leaſt 
eeof Grace: thou haft 'conferted-on me; od 
am more-beholdingtothice, thanall the! An» 
gels/iniHeaven/z toe+that I'\might/ live by 
Grace;cthow deliver dſt thine own Son/;:the 
Sonvt:thy Boſom, the brightnels of his-Fathers 
_ tory, to; be/ Crucified;'and toidyerifor me; 
which js more thaw thowhaſt donegor all;the 
Angels in Heaven .3nahd-thus theuchakt:obhs+ 
me more? than thou- haſt rs the Heas 
venly Gherxbin: and: Seraphins, | 
;/Farewel  ungratefal : = porn I World! I 
haveſcenenoughofthydeceittul Preſents,:1'l 
follow thy weak judgment no lc 1 eſteem 
noRiches; bur no; my Saviour-hathcounted 
1o= In-following him. I:cannot:erres: felt-dev 
nial,* and-3doing the:Will-of God; wereithe 
Treaſuteshe. ſtudied/10-be-Maſter, ob; Why 
ſhovldnorl judge that:robe Riches,ywhi 
(God' harhv-Judged/1o?: Why: ſhould: not my" 
How agreewiththeverdittof the:M | 
Nay; hen God? doth-love me faiatitiry 45 
Vehyclhould abt dnfardoveof bimmzontorm: 
pang t0:ÞÞ Jadgment?:J ſet 


bout #1 that 
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by-puttung him ta.greater torments.: I know 
my-Soub'is fick., God would make it' perfett- 
ly. well; but ſuch is my ſickneſs, that God 
mult put, me to pain, and anguiſh, .atid great 
trouble, before I can. be well; my; Heart 
is all Flat,” but when, this ſtone. is ſtruck 
lafficiently.; it. will then ſend” forth Holy 
Fires when my Fleſh is. weak , my Str 
wall : retice -more to-my.Mind , arid Un 
fianding, and I ſhall be- fitter for 'Heaven. 
The / glorified Bodies.-of Saints, if. the laſt 
day.,-wjll-be the more. ſplendid and. illuſtrj- 
ous, the more: they have been afflicted; and 
tortured-|/here, and ſhne the more,, the 
more"diſmal the Dungeon was, they were 
kept-in, during their abode \in"this Valley 
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PANT Ye; what 
of Tear -wheri God / 
rakes away froth "tie ARE Gauſe of weeping >- 
How many thoufapde" ate: now vw i 
Hal becauſe they "ehjoy'd ſo niuch '6f the- 
Ids coor and: dlade them occafions of * 
ing } hdr 'Cyeardr? Shall T'ooutit Yhitt 
ti, ind -_ ary wirit of 
# When it 15 the | 
'for Heaven?" 4 gw 
"to defire that" of God; 
E heck: | .olig ht to Kate, at the moſt; love bait 
with, fe: iran. trenWlitig > What inhumanity . 
to my ſelf is it, to beg poiſon of the Father of 
Ligh ag to rauttoat' that he gives me'aot 
er, Which me into erdiefetors 


love ofthe world is A - amd; 
ſhall: £ that, whetewith I have commit- 
Pan's 2 Is it no6tall one,” as ff a'Wo- 


ſhout! entreat* her Husband,' to ket -her 
C pleaſtife of an unlawful Bed > the 
A th ſhew' great metcy'to het; Art 
5 75h he'might | iſh her more ſevere- 
Je reno f e Adulterers atid, Shaft 
-antifffury ? ir; wiſhing for 
| Wet pita and Greatheffes of this Wo 
by as much defireGotto giveme 'that;wherts | 
I do oj open Hh pM Sha 1 ve angr =Y 
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| nw life * and, Sh lk it ill of Gold, for 
wounding 
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wpynding my. Flelh 2.49;.6r3w;:put the Ar- 
rays: what fiick..in if heart, and would 
ſtep (ang hal Mes PA pil, ; Ont be- 
rines?.. A; . 

EG STEORKEEG 77 

1: how hall I; be 4 by if es, not > 
Flow ſhall: | rive, if I, have no temptation? 
I'cannos friye without an, enemy, ,aud with- 
our ſtriving} there can; be. no vittory,; the 
oder leh; not... pull. the Gold out of 
the fire; rill- ſufhiciently. ut and ſhall 1 
murazur, that God.lets the; Fiery, Trials con- 
tinue ypan-Me., . pe 4 18 certain.,, that my 


Gold:4s-not yet fir-t 6: into. the 
Sanctuary 2:1 amfyll, dangers ut my. great- 
ef} danger. 1s beurey, Men Men fear, and quake , 


and; tremble , it , they.;are. pe £ midlt 
ofian- hundred enemies, ,, I have the BY 
wils'in Hell againft me, .and a whole Army 
Lufts' bent $9 ruine me, and am-pot Sy 
And; when there is nothing can rquze me 
from my.ſecurity,, but afflition , ought nor 
' Eto hiſs the Road? In the arcateſt troubles I 
maybe; aflured,, - that God loyes, me, and 
' thatat-is-mat his Anger ; but his Love, that 
follows me. with 1d, ad Why 
ſhould :þ fer under. the, ,yaak. elpecially, 
when- fwegting and. {ir g to ſhake it off 
before Gods, time, dath + make my neck 
ond or; and i far- more. uneaf] " 


as 


1'biglight H&E 
toth eg, "er can? 
expet1 his Phe freed from fuffering;UlT> amt 
feed from fin? mou mighthave placed men 
Heaven, lately upon my com nto 
the: W6 | Sitholi yp of chaſe ph Prone 
rronbJ6es®Hhe ebuld as! chfly prodiice'Bredl 
' out of theEKirth/as he doth "the Ears of Com; 
but, that Min' tay fveat andNabdiir; dre 
liſh his-Bredd* "the bearer, he cauſes: ohty-the 
Ears of Corn to ſprint; -and' of then Bred 
muſt be made 16, by labour and ſuffering, 
Gbd Tehds Earns Glory; that'T'tnay''the 
better reli his botnty/ahd liberality;and my 
reſt miy be theſwtereraftet try toiland ret- 
peſts here.* Aﬀiidtion, I know, catinpt-hutt 
me, for my Siviout hath' beer my taſter; there 
| cir be” ns bitterneſs in theſe hetbs;' when'thy 
God hath Raſen'&them.” ” Why: ſhould 1 tove 
-God"lefs than dogs do' their Maſters? Theſe 
poor brutes are beaten, and ſtruck; and chid, 
arid pelted with ſtones, 'and-3 yer theinore they 
ate beaten: ' the triore the lov their owners, 
and < and bow, wo humble” themſe}ves 
emi 3 ſhall F be Worſe thin a beaſt, 
d/(ball'F carjy/ a'tational Soul mthy Bredſt, 
3 js Kick Aga 'thoſe pricks which Goa hath 
'(&t'tb gifi:d'me” fithtnFrernal FlatnesZ All 
my 'orrows and'bitternefs 'will' thortly"*be 
S nn; out into an oben of {weetneſs, ahd.. 
How 


ww ww late, aa ES ME 6, ITT 


(> 2407 » 
How-little of irſhallt perceivethen? it will 


what! be:all loſtin a-Sea of Glory, and. I ſhall 
(that 4 was poari,.- -and wretched, and 


thee! and: miſerable; when'I ſhall be-eternal- 


with" Gods/bounty ; enamoured 
h petfeftion, decked wi his\Mia jeſtick 

1..comforted-with. his Confolation, de- 
lohred. with/his love, \enciched'by: his; wit- 
fdomgand\ farisfied with his \ beauty, inwhole 
Preſerice'rhere is fulneſs of. Joy, and: pins 
ar his righthand, for evermore. 3 
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Hharretires, refreſh bimfelf, while the Man 
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he.:comes: to-dye;" muſt look back upon 


\his foriger life - with horror and OXIGEY', 
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ny K, Ahother great help to Confdenition, 
"is Prayer, this 1s the Ambaſſador: that, mutt 
- oe to. Heaven ,» and. fetch-the afliftance of 
Gods. Spirit from thence. © Conlideration 
Ahews me-my danger, and ra happine(s, but 
ts the; Spirit; of God muſt blow upon my 
atheRions ;/ that they may actually ſhun the 


Joe; and reach after the beer, and this Spt- 
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bour, nob by Prayer, unto which: the: haart 
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| -{rouble me 220 e 75 mow 
four; #29 childrex are with me in expe, 1canmot : 


rind Gree Mea: 1 ſay av7to ou though he. 
with not. 7ijo!noch give bh thuz 3\ beconſe-che.-44 bus * 
friends ni. boca of li importance nl 
grad himag anany as be i needs. ind: 
they fatlaws immedigtely,: Acky ard ieforl! 
be. giuen you," ex: Ask: for Gods tholy Spwit; 
with;the fime importunity, -with tbe bins 
feryencyand carneſtnes;: $hat: this/man did. - 
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